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Board Meeting Minutes 
 
Date:   16 June 2023 
Location:  WRRB Boardroom, Denendeh Manor, Yellowknife 
             
Board Members:     Staff:  
Joseph Judas (Chair)        Aimee Guile  
Steve Matthews (GNWT Appointee)        Jody Pellissey  
Janelle Nitsiza (Tłı̨chǫ Appointee) – via Zoom     
         __________________  
Call to Order:  10:18 a.m. 
 
Opening Prayer:    Joseph Judas 
 
1.0 Agenda and Previous Minutes  

 
2.0 Business 
 

2.1 Proposal for Harvest Season Extension for Mackenzie Wood Bison 
 

In March 2020, the Mackenzie Bison Working Group (MBWG) recommended that 
the Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) Department of 
Environment and Climate Change (ECC) reopen harvesting of a limited number 
of male ejıe (wood bison) from the Mackenzie ejıe population, based off of the 
harvesting plan within the Mackenzie Bison Management Plan (MBMP) and the 
Recovery Strategy for Wood Bison (Bison bison athabascae) in the Northwest 
Territories. On August 10, 2020, ECC submitted a management proposal to the 
WRRB to amend the Big Game Hunting Regulations under the Wildlife Act to 
reopen harvesting opportunities on ejıe in the Mackenzie population. The 
management proposal, for fall 2020 to March 2024, proposed a harvest of 40 
male ejıe only, with a hunting season of September 1 to March 15. All harvesters 
would require a tag and initial allocation to communities/management authorities 
would be based on MBWG recommendations. The WRRB approved reopening 
harvest in February 2021. 

 
Based upon the recommendation of the MBWG, ECC submitted a management 
proposal to the WRRB to extend the current harvest season of Mackenzie ejıe 
population to year-round harvest. Currently, the TAH of 40 male ejıe is not being 
filled annually (around half filled), due to cold weather rand difficult travel 
conditions when the season is open. The MBWG came to consensus in 
November 2022 to recommend opening of harvest year-round for bulls, and if 
harvest would ever become open to cows in the future, their harvest would be 
open only from September 1 – March 31. 

 
No other ejıe populations in the NWT have restricted seasons for harvest. 
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Motion #878-16-06-2023 To approve the harvest season extension for the 

Mackenzie wood bison herd as presented 
 

Moved:   Steve Matthews 
   Second:   Janelle Nitsiza 

     
    Motion Approved 

 
Motion #879-16-06-2023 To approve the amendment to extend the harvest 

season for the Mackenzie wood bison herd in the 
Big Game Hunting Regulations as presented 

 
Moved:   Janelle Nitsiza 

   Second:   Steve Matthews 
     
    Motion Approved 

 
ACTION #635-16-06-2023 (ED): To write letter to ECC to approve the harvest season  
extension for the Mackenzie wood bison and to approve the Big Game Hunting Regulations 
amendment to extend the Mackenzie wood bison harvest season. 
 
 3.0 Financial 
 
4.0 Operations 
  
5.0 Information Items 
 
6.0 Other Items 
 
Adjournment: 10:35 a.m. (Motion #880-16-06-2023) 
 
  
Minutes Approved: 
 
 
ORIGINAL SIGNED    December 15, 2023    
 
Chairperson     Date 


