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This is an April 2015 draft of a chapter submitted for publication in Donal Carbaugh’s 
forthcoming edited volume, The Handbook of Communication in Cross-Cultural 
Perspective (ICA Handbook Series, Routledge).  
 
In the context of debates over the protection, management, and public hunting and 
trapping of wolves (ma’iinganag) in Minnesota and Wisconsin, this draft book chapter 
examines a prominent cultural discourse employed by representatives of Ojibwe 
communities and governments: that of the wolf as a relative whose fate the Ojibwe 
share. The chapter shows how contemporary communication practices—and concepts 
of relevant communication forms—are rooted in historically situated ways of conceiving 
relationships among humans, other persons, and the earth. 
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