
 
May 15, 2026 

Application for 2026-2031 Wildlife Research Permit:           
Behchoko Small Mammal Survey 
 
One-line summary: Permit application for new research project surveying small mammals 
around the Tlicho community of Behchoko using wildlife cameras, live trapping, hare pellet 
counts, and snow track monitoring in areas that are undisturbed, burned with natural 
regeneration, and burned with artificial (planted) regeneration.  
 
Species Studied: Small mammals (snowshoe hares, mice, voles, shrews and lemmings), 
and incidental observation of larger mammals and birds (with snow tracks surveys and 
wildlife cameras).  
 
Activities:  

• Wildlife Camera Survey using guidance from GNWT-ECC.  
• Hare Pellet Count survey following GWNT-ECC protocol instructions (located here).  
• Small Mammal Live Trapping Survey following GWNT-ECC protocol instructions 

(located here).  
• Snow Wildlife Track Survey.  

 
Timeline: Surveys repeated every year for at least 5 years, but ideally longer.  

Wildlife Camera Survey – deployed at the beginning of June and retrieved at the end 
of September 
Hare Pellet Count Survey – beginning of June 
Small Mammal Live Trapping Survey – beginning of August 
Wildlife Snow Track Survey – mid March  

 

https://www.gov.nt.ca/ecc/sites/ecc/files/documents/snowshoe_hare_transect.pdf
https://www.gov.nt.ca/ecc/en/content/small-mammal-trapping-live-trapping


Location of Study Area: Behchoko community land, with 10+ transects being surveyed 
each year. More transects will be added each year based on future tree planting activities. 

 
 
 
 
 



Project Leads: 
Kelby Ogryzlo 
Wildlife Biologist 
Tlicho Government – Department of Culture and Lands Protection 
PO Box 412 (600 Kay Tay Whee Tili), Behchoko, NT X0E 0Y0 
Kelby.ogryzlo@tlicho.com 
867-392-6381 ext. 1393 
 
Alfred (AJ) Lawrance 
Forestry Technician  
Tlicho Government – Department of Culture and Lands Protection 
PO Box 412 (600 Kay Tay Whee Tili), Behchoko, NT X0E 0Y0 
forestry@tlicho.ca 
 
Consultation:  
This letter, the Wildlife Research Permit Application Form, and a Recommendation Form 
have been sent to Wek’èezhìi Renewable Resources Board and Government of Northwest 
Territories – Environment and Climate Change Regional Superintendent North Slave Region 
for their review and support.  
A Wildlife Handling Application Form has been sent to the NWT Wildlife Care Committee 
for their approval of the live trapping portion of the survey.  
 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact us using the information above. Thank you for 
your consideration of this project. 
 
Sincerely, 

X
K e lb y  O g r y z lo

 

X
Alfred Lawrance

Forest Technician

 


