WRRB releases Reasons for Decision report on Proposed
Management Actions for Dìga (Wolf) in Wek’èezhìı
YELLOWKNIFE (January 11, 2021) – The Wek’èezhìı Renewable Resources Board (WRRB)
submitted its Reasons for Decision report on the management of the Dìga (Wolf) for 2021 to
2024 to the Tłı̨ chǫ Government and the Department of Environment and Natural Resources,
Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) on January 8, 2021.
The report addresses management actions proposed by the Tłı̨ chǫ Government and GNWT in
their “Revised Joint Proposal on Management Actions for Wolves (dìga) on the Bathurst and
Bluenose-East Barren-ground Caribou (ɂekwǫ̀) Herd Winter Ranges: 2021 – 2024”, which was
submitted to the Board in August 2020. The Revised Joint Proposal proposed multiple
approaches to reduce dìga predation on Kǫ̀k’èetı̀ and Sahtì Ekwǫ̀ (Bathurst and Bluenose-East
caribou) herds in conjunction with annual monitoring for five years in Wek’èezhìı.
The WRRB is responsible for wildlife management in Wek’èezhìı and shares responsibility for
managing and monitoring the Kǫ̀k’èetı̀ and Sahtì Ekwǫ̀ herds. Since 2006, GNWT has reported
on the significant declines in both herds and identified the requirement for management actions.
In Board proceedings during 2010, 2016, and 2019, the WRRB made decisions about harvest,
including total allowable harvests for both herds, and recommendations to urge government
actions to halt both the Kǫk’èetı̀ and Sahtì ekwǫ̀ herds’ declines.
However, restrictions on harvest have not been enough despite the hardships borne by harvesters.
The WRRB concluded, based on current evidence, that a serious conservation concern for both
the Kǫ̀k’èetı̀ and Sahtì ekwǫ̀ herds exists and, as such, increased management and monitoring
actions are warranted. In addition to harvest limitations and reducing disturbance to the ɂekwǫ̀
herds and their habitat, additional management and monitoring actions that focus on reducing
predation, specifically dìga, are required to support the recovery of the Kǫ̀k’èetı̀ and Sahtì ekwǫ̀
herds.
In its Reasons for Decision Report, the WRRB urged GNWT and TG to proceed with the
ground-based harvest as proposed with the addition of harvesters supports, including ɂekwǫ̀ and
dìga distribution information, gas caching, and/or bait stations as per the Wolf Technical
Feasibility Assessment: Options for Managing Dìga on the Range of the Bathurst Barren‐ground
Caribou Herd (2017). The WRRB recommended that GNWT and TG should not continue aerial
removals of dìga on the Kǫ̀k’èetı̀ and Sahtì ekwǫ̀ herd ranges; instead, more resources should be
put towards ground-based harvest.
To better understand dìga on the ranges of the Kǫ̀k’èetı̀ and Sahtì ekwǫ̀ herds, the WRRB
recommended monitoring dìga den occupancy through aerial surveys and remote cameras,
continuing the dìga collaring program using a statistically robust design to measure dìga
movements, and conducting Tłı̨ chǫ Knowledge research studies through storytelling and on-the-

land collections that document observations of dìga and ɂekwǫ̀ relationship as well as the
changes in dìga behaviours.
Additionally, the WRRB recommended GNWT and TG develop annual monitoring protocols for
efficiency, effectiveness, and humaneness to ensure the dìga management and monitoring
program is comprehensively evaluated, and to present to the Board annually on the dìga
program.
Additional information on the WRRB’s Dìga Reasons for Decision report can be found in the
attached Backgrounder. The full report is available on the Public Registry at
http://wrrb.ca/public-information/public-registry.
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