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--- Upon commencing at 9:14 a.m.1

2

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   Hello. 3

Good morning.  Everybody, welcome back.  Today is March4

23.  It's just about quarter after, almost, after 9:005

that we're starting.  I wanted to say this in my language6

first and then I'll ask somebody to open prayer for us7

this morning.  (DOGRIB SPOKEN)8

9

(OPENING PRAYER)10

11

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   Good12

morning.  (DOGRIB SPOKEN)13

First of all, this morning I just wanted14

to say how we're going to be starting this morning, and I15

have to say this in my language.  (DOGRIB SPOKEN)16

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Thank you17

very much, Joseph.  My name is Grant Pryznyk.  I'm the18

Co-Chair for -- along with Joseph, for this Hearing.19

Today we've had a few changes to the -- to20

the agenda but before starting I'd like to go over the21

rules again during the presentations and the questions.22

The -- as Joseph mentioned, the Tlicho23

Government will be giving its presentation.  The24

questions will be -- there'll be one (1) hour for25
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questions and please address all the questions to the1

Chair or through the two (2) Chairs and they will -- the2

Government will appoint somebody to respond to each3

question.4

We've had a request from Barry Taylor --5

or from the YK Dene First Nations, to switch the order of6

their presentation today due to Chief -- Grand Chief7

Sangris' commitments to be at some other places and he8

may not get on today.9

So they -- Barry Taylor of Arctic Safaris10

has graciously acknowledged that he will -- he will11

permit them to make his presentation in his order, in his12

spot on the agenda and take the place that YK Dene First13

Nations has -- has given up.14

In addition, we found that because of15

medical emergencies, one of our Board members, Michael16

Romie, his wife was involved in a car accident and he's17

with her in the hospital today.  So he will be missing18

the entire day's presentations so he will be -- he will19

be not involved in the Hearing process any further.20

And in addition, one of our other Tlicho21

members has a medical appointment that he cannot avoid,22

he cannot change today.  So we're going to adjourn at23

four o'clock today and come back at 7:00 p.m., which will24

allow him opportunity to go to his medical appointment25
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but yet still be at the -- at the Hearing for the -- for1

the duration.2

So that's the basic change in structure. 3

We hope it doesn't inconvenience anyone.  We're trying to4

stay as close as we can to the agenda and only making5

required changes that we have to.  6

So we appreciate your co-operation in this7

and thank you very much.  Are there any questions at all8

on -- on these changes?9

10

(BRIEF PAUSE)11

12

 CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay,13

thank you very much.  I turn it over to the Tlicho14

Government to begin their presentation.15

16

PRESENTATION BY TLICHO GOVERNMENT:17

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   Mahsi, Mr. Chair18

--  Co-Chair.  My name is Bertha Rabesca Zoe, I'm legal19

counsel for Tlicho Government.  I'll be giving a brief20

overview of the Tlicho Government presentation this21

morning.22

First of all, I'd like to welcome the23

Board to the community and we have here this morning with24

-- for the Tlicho Government, members of the Chiefs25
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Executive Council,  Grand Chief Joe Rabesca, Chief Alfonz1

Nitsiza, Chief Clifford Daniels, Chief Edward Chocolate2

and Chief Charlie Football, as well as members of the3

Tlicho Assembly.  They're all behind us sitting here.  4

And we also have with us Elders that will5

speak for the Tlicho Government.  John B. Zoe who will6

also do a presentation, he is senior advisor to the7

Tlicho Government.  8

I'd like to also just state for the record9

how the joint proposal came to be, so that there's10

understanding as to how that was developed.11

The Tlicho Government set up a working12

group way back in September to -- to work with ENR on the13

joint proposal, and also in October of last year Elders14

and harvesters held a workshop in Gameti, and that's15

where the input into the proposal, especially --16

especially Action number 4 and 5, that's where -- as a17

result of those workshop and input from the Tlicho that18

were there, that's why the -- the -- the differences of19

opinion came to be on the recommendation -- the different20

recommendations.21

I'm just going to say to give some -- to22

give some of those that don't under Tlicho a bit of time23

to put on their ear phones.  I'm going to say the rest in24

Tlicho right now. (NATIVE TONGUE SPOKEN)25
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(TECHNICAL PROBLEMS)1

2

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay,3

apparently we have some trouble with the sound system not4

making it to the recorder for our digital recording of5

our transcription, so what do is we'll ask Ms. Rabesca6

Zoe to start again where she started reading in the7

Tlicho language.  Thank you.8

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   Mahsi, Mr. Co-9

Chair. (DOGRIB SPOKEN)10

11

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)12

13

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   ...about14

caribou, so the Tlicho Government -- Tlicho Government15

who will make a presentation will -- will explain the --16

first of all, the Grand Chief will be speak -- be17

speaking to you and the Alfonz -- Chief Alfonz, Chief18

Clifford, Eddie of Gameti and Chief of Wekweeti, Charlie.19

And also the Elders will be speaking to20

you.  We are granted three (3) hours to make a pres --21

our presentation.  And so ask what the Tlicho Government22

what they're going to be talking about.23

They will express your -- their thoughts. 24

They will be talking on the letter that was presented. 25



Page 12

We have been talking -- we've been working with the --1

with the Wek'eezhii Renewable Resource Board.2

There are two (2) points that we are not3

in disagreement.  We will be talking about this again. 4

We seem to be not working together well, according to the5

Tlicho Government -- I mean, Tlicho Government, the way6

they think for this entire -- entire week.  It's7

important to us.8

As for the Wek'eezhii Board, the members9

there, we do know they have major responsibilities and10

the work that they have to do is very important to us. 11

The responsibility they have has to do with the12

management and monitoring of the caribou.13

We're hoping we can find a way that we can14

do that properly, so the entire week we'll be talking of15

caribou.  It's very important to the Tlicho members.  And16

so, when we come to a meeting like this, the Tlicho17

Government, all the members that are here are hoping to18

be united in -- on this issue.19

With our words, we will come with one (1)20

words.  We're hoping that we can all be united and work21

close -- closer together, unless we -- we can have --22

find a better solution in management and monitoring of23

the caribou.24

This is the purpose of this meeting.  And25
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so the Tlicho members will -- will make their1

presentation.  I'm not going to take all the time to2

speak to you, but all the Tlicho members that are granted3

to speak will explain much about what's on their mind to4

you.5

The first person to speak to you is -- is6

-- will be Grand -- Grand Chief Joe Rabesca from7

Behchoko.8

9

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)10

11

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   I12

apologize, I was dealing with some background issues13

here.14

GRAND CHIEF JOE RABESCA:   Thank you, Mr.15

Co-Chair.  Chair, you might sometime have to cut me off. 16

I'm used to sometimes saying to -- you know, we go --17

I'll just go back a little bit. 18

I usually sit on that Board over there,19

and I'm over here now.  At one time, I used to sit over20

here and talk to the Board of a Sunday in the wild.  I21

begin to sit over there, so this keeps going like this. 22

And then I joined the government, which I work at a long23

time.24

And even in our sitting -- sometime in one25
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(1) sitting we go from government meeting to committee1

meetings, and then sometime we have to say, Mr. Chair,2

and then go back to being -- go back to a regular meeting3

and say, Mr. Speaker.  So I might say that.  So when --4

when that comes, you can bear with me and cut me off so5

I'm on the right track.6

Mr. Co-Chair, I would like to do this in7

my own language.  I've got a couple of pages of things I8

wanted to mention, but if you can get all the headset,9

earphones and be very good for the audience to listen to10

the things I have to say.11

It's very important, but the importance is12

that -- it's so important that we got people, Mr. Co-13

Chair, from the east.  I went over there being polite14

when I saw them.  I look at them yesterday, Mr. Co-Chair,15

and I was wondering where they're from, so I went over16

there, introduced myself.  That's how important this17

issue of caribou is all about.  Even them being in the18

east and beside the coast, they're still concerned, as we19

are, and the people of the north.  Our livelihood depends20

on caribou, which I'll get into -- not all details of it,21

Mr. Chair, but I will get into it.22

So I just wanted to -- people to recognize23

that there's people from the east, a long ways from home,24

flew right across the north.  But welcome to Rae.  We're25
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all native people.  We're brothers and sisters, and we1

all live the same.  It doesn't matter where we are, but2

caribou is one (1) specie that we all depend on.  You --3

you know that, Mr. Chair, that we are not like down south4

where they can grow things.  We can't up here.  So what5

we have is wildlife.  That's all we depend on.6

So welcome to Behchoko, and I hope you7

enjoy -- enjoy the meeting, people, and so long as people8

will know you, they'll talk to you.9

Mr. Chair, I just wanted to say that so10

people will recognize something that we have gifts from11

the east.12

With that, I will start in my own native13

language.14

15

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)16

17

GRAND CHIEF JOE RABESCA:   Yes.  My people18

today, when we are sitting here together, gathered here,19

the Board has presented themselves to be here with us. 20

I've been a member of the Board in the -- in the past,21

and also of the leaders and the -- the intervenors, the22

people, and also we, the Tlicho members, this Chiefs, all23

the people who work together with us and the lawyers, all24

these members are here.  It's so pleasing that you have25
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come, sitting here at Behchoko.  You are going to take1

part in this meeting.  I'd like to say a special good2

morning to you all.  Thank you.3

We, a member of Tlicho Government,4

members, Tlicho members, you had to listen to what we5

have to say.  The Tlicho Government asked for the6

caribou.  We have -- we have disturbing thoughts about7

it.  We are in -- Mr. Chair, this is what we are talk --8

talking about.  We will talk to you about the issue about9

the caribou, you as the Board members, and also when10

we're talking about the animal, you are the Board members11

to deal with this kind of issues.  You are responsible.12

I've been involved with this Board, so I -13

- I know the issues that we're talking about, and I do14

know what your plans are.  It's important to us.  It's a15

-- a major responsibility.16

Also, I ask for the -- the plans that you17

might have.  You will continue to work on it.  We will18

support you.  We will continue to work along with you and19

support you.20

As for the Aboriginal people, we sit here. 21

We are from four different communities.  We have done a22

lot of work on this issue, Mr. Chair.  That's the reason23

why today, when you take a look at that land claim self-24

government we -- when the fact that they -- we have25
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achieved that, we have -- we have finalized on the self-1

government.  You can see that posted up information, but2

it didn't involve only one (1) particular issue.  3

There were many things that it contained,4

that -- that land claim and self-government, we have5

dealt with major issues.  We -- we plan to work with the6

three (3) -- the three (3) governments.  We want to work7

with the two (2) governments, the Territory Government8

and Federal Government.  And also we stated that we want9

to protect all the wildlife for ourselves.10

And also, there are many major issues in11

the -- in the content.  All the things that are -- that12

is affected to our land we will look after.  And also,13

our land which -- our lifestyle, we will protect all14

that, Mr. Chair.15

And today when we talk about the caribou,16

being Aboriginal people, it's so important to us.  When I17

say that the Aboriginal people, we're not talking about18

just the average people here but all the Aboriginal19

people that we're talking about that are neighbouring us.20

It's important to us.  I don't have to21

tell you which -- which party we're talking about but22

it's important to us.  So at times, Mr. Chair, we find it23

difficult -- we come to difficult times.24

When it happens, what are we going to do,25
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being Aboriginal people?  The caribou we have -- we're1

talking about the caribou, we're concerned.  What are we2

going to do with this?3

We have always depended on the caribou for4

our lives, Mr. Chair.  In Whati and Gameti, Wekweeti and5

here, Behchoko, with Yellowknife, where we all had6

meetings.  We have talked about the caribou.7

There are so many issues to deal with but8

being here I do know that we're going to have a meeting. 9

We're going to be talking about this -- this at this10

meeting.11

We will be talking to the Board and Elders12

who -- what they have to say about this caribou.  Being13

Aboriginal people we retain their words, the Elders'14

words.  Today they are in absence but since Aboriginal15

people have been in this world all the people have depend16

on the caribou.17

If I talk to you, to share stories with18

you as a Board Member, it would take a great length of19

time.  We have depended on the animal.  I once when I20

came here I had worn a clothing, a jacket from a caribou. 21

It has been the major part of our clothing.  We clothe22

ourself, we built tent with it.  It has been many things23

for us and also has been a food for our -- our people.24

Even to this day we have retained this25
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traditional wildlife.  We want to continue with this.  If1

we don't treat our animals right and don't do nothing for2

them it becomes -- come to a difficult time.3

Avoiding this in the future we need to be4

supportive, work together closely and support them.  We5

don't want to see something like this happen again where6

that part of the animals are declining.  We will continue7

to meet again and we will speak on this issue again.  8

Today when I talk to you about the9

caribou, sitting here, simply sitting here I have10

travelled -- we do know that where the trail goes all the11

way through the barren land, even the young people and12

the Elders they do know all the portages that are -- that13

lies if you get to the caribou.14

And also we have campsites and also we15

have burial grounds on the path, on the trail.  Also the16

camps and also we have our traditional wording for the17

lands, place names.18

And also where we have a fishing area,19

where we have trails, we do know that the complete site20

even to this day is -- the land remains the same.21

So being Aboriginal people, we have our22

own traditional way of life.  I tell you this be truth. 23

Since I was birthed I remember to this day we have always24

lived in the traditional way.25
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We are much like once -- one of the Elders1

had said we could be the strongest by two (2) people.  We2

can work and we can go to school, we can go hunting and3

make a good -- make a life on the land.4

That is how we live.  This is part of our5

life.  But, Mr. Chair, in the past what has happened in6

our life, we do recall those moments.7

When we were young mens, I believe it was8

in the past.  We do know that there was decline in9

certain animals and sometimes we were granted a certain10

amount of kill, we -- we were allotted.  And even with --11

at one time with the moose, we would -- and also beaver12

and also other fur bearing animals, marten.  This has13

happened with our life in the past where certain numbers14

are granted -- allotted for us to kill.15

People have outbid each other in the past. 16

They are hoping that we can have a better future.  If we17

obey each other, we do know there's a possibility that we18

can have, you know, a success here.  This is how it was19

done by our late Elders.  It was not in our absent that20

we didn't know about it.  We would -- we did know about21

it.  We were part of it.22

Also, today, Mr. Chair, there's things23

that I've talked to you about.  I did not come up with24

this idea alone.  It come from all people.  I am a Chief. 25
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I am a Grand Chief.1

You might think that this come -- came --2

the whole idea came from me, but we have gathered3

information of mar -- various people here.  We have4

talked about this so many times, but the thoughts that we5

have, we think about this.  This is how we speak.6

Being a leader has -- for the Tlicho7

Government, we have received so much complaints, our8

brothers, our sisters, our younger sister, our younger9

brothers. 10

Yes, this year we have done so many things11

that was offensive to them.  That's the reason why I have12

received so many complaints and so many trouble,13

disagreement.  The reason why was because we -- we made a14

decision too hastily.15

We did not want that to happen but, at16

times, we come to these kind of problems.  This way, you17

learn some from it.  When you make mistake, you learn18

from it.  And also, what can we do about this?  19

I've thought -- I've seen -- I've thought20

about that today with the caribou.  The caribou cannot21

speak for itself.  We do know that it cannot speak for22

itself.  As you see all the papers that I'm -- paper23

that's posted up, he can't understand a paper that's24

posted up.25
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Because of this, who will help the1

caribou?  We, me and my people, we cannot live without2

the caribou, being Aboriginal people.  We cannot buy3

always from the com -- commercial stores, to buy food4

from commercial foods.  It's difficult for us.5

I am still a young man.  I cannot feed6

myself from that commercial food store.  I was not raised7

by commercial food.  Not -- apparently not only me, but8

all the people behind me and as Gameti, Whati,9

Yellowknife. 10

All the Aboriginal there, they are in the11

similar boat as we are.  They, you know, depend on the12

wildlife.  If I was gone for three (3) days, if I was out13

of the grand community, sometimes I miss my country food. 14

I'm not complaining.  I'm not -- this is15

the way I live.  The others are a worse -- worse way than16

I am.  They depend on country food.  Because of this,17

what can we do for the caribou?18

We have to support in the -- you know, the19

increase in the herd.  We need to support the Board.  The20

ENR, Tlicho Government, and all the Intervenors, all need21

to work together.  You have to -- as an Intervenor, you22

have to support us and consider our -- our predicament by23

being Aboriginal people.24

What we see here is just -- Mr. Chair,25
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when the ENR are making the count of the caribou herd, we1

want to be a part of that.  This is what we're saying. 2

When they are doing the census or counting, how do they3

do that?  How do they count the car -- the herd?  What do4

they do?5

That's what -- thirty-one thousand6

(31,000) they're talking about.  I did know one.  Many7

years I've been a Chief and for many -- there was forty8

(40) -- forty-seven thousand (47,000) now -- forty-seven9

thousand (47,000) -- four hundred seventy thousand10

(470,000) that we talked about.11

Now, today, depleted so much.  If we know12

-- exact number is very important to us.  This way, we13

will consider this.  We will have a serious thought about14

this.  We are not the only Aboriginal people here.15

Today, the leaders that were here, they16

were the one who spoke for us.  These are the information17

that we're sharing with you, and, also, for the trail,18

the traditional trail we have where's the barren land and19

tundra.20

Without maps, they knew where to go.  They21

know exactly which lake they have come, and also the22

portage.  When the Elders were here with us, living with23

us, we didn't have these technology with us where we can24

speak with the microphone, receivers and microphones, but25
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they have depended, relied on the caribou alone.1

With the caribou, how would have they2

lived, Mr. Chair?  What do you think how their life would3

have been?  Because this today, the future people that4

should come with us -- are -- are following us, we need5

to think for them.  Today we are concerned.  We need to6

stand united and be supportive of one another.7

Yesterday, the interview, we're asking8

questions related to the Board -- the -- the ENR.  I have9

listened carefully to what there was said here and that's10

the reason why we have many staff and also the recorders11

and people who will record our message here.  As12

Aboriginal people, we have to sort of start -- to start13

thinking about this issue. 14

Also, if I said something wrong, they can15

come right to me and ask me questions.  Yes, I have been16

-- if I'd said something wrong you are the Chair, you can17

tell me I have said something wrong.  I am pleased with18

that.  I am willing to accept that if you ask me a19

question about this, if I said something wrong.20

Being Aboriginal, the people that are21

here, the Chiefs, and many people, and also the -- the --22

the Chief in the past, many of us have been a Chief and23

they were here, we will continue to work in --  together24

as Aboriginal people.  25
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When we are negotiating for a land claim,1

we have travelled many different places, we do different2

places.  We want to work with the -- with the people. 3

When we are talking about land claim, the peoples -- the4

-- the leaders at -- at Ottawa and Territorial5

Government, the govern -- to govern -- govern, they said6

this: We would work together.  This is what was said by7

the three (3) parties, the -- the three (3) government. 8

Today we want to come to some kind of -- not this9

disturbance level. 10

But when we had made an agreement it was11

done quite hastily.  If it didn't happen this way, today12

perhaps we wouldn't have to be, you know, talking about13

this -- this issue in a loud way.  This is joint proposal14

I was talking about.  We want to do a joint proposal with15

the -- with the -- the two (2) party, the two (2)16

government.17

And we're --- we're negotiating for the18

land claim you see the size of land, that what we19

negotiated for, that -- the -- the -- the large parcel of20

land that you see on the map there.  We think that area,21

if anything's happening within our area we are supposed22

to be consulted.  Well, for that purpose, we had23

negotiated for this land claim.  24

From the beginning of the negotiations to25
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this day I have been involved with this negotiations. 1

It's not only me.  You see many of the people that are2

sitting behind me or were contributing, they have taken3

part in the meeting.  It was in their witness that they4

had to -- heard now what was said in this negotiation,5

and when the Elders, who had what -- who had spoken, we6

remember what is it.  All the tapes are here, the TV, we7

have been on -- viewed on the audio and the -- the visual8

recording was done.9

As you know, that late leaders and Elders,10

they are -- are not here but they will -- we still have a11

recording, a visual and audio re -- recording and we have12

that.  In the future maybe we might rely on these13

informations that the -- they -- now they're -- these14

words that they shared; with their thoughts and their15

words is still alive with us.16

In the future -- we don't know long the17

future last, that's was -- what our -- what are people --18

but we would like to retain all the information we had19

gathered from the Elders, who hopefully would be some20

sort of guide for us in the future, because this -- since21

the effective day, this is almost five (5) years now.22

But we have stated government to23

government -- this is exactly what I said to you -- the24

government will work together in our land.  If anything25



Page 27

is going to take effect on our land, we are supposed to1

be consulted.  That didn't happen.  If I'm not through2

with this, I want you to question me.  3

But pers -- personally, I am say -- I am4

thinking that it's true for what I've said.  We are here5

to work with each other.  We're not gonna sit back and6

not support one another.  When we talk on land it's7

important to us.  When we talk about lake, it's important8

to us, the water.  And also the animal is the most9

important part of our life, the animal.  10

That's the reason why I'm saying to you --11

didn't pass.  When there wa -- when there was a teaching12

of the animals we have not been the -- we are allow --13

allowed a certain amount, even with the beaver, martins,14

and the moose.  We have gone through those periods where,15

you know, that there was a -- in certain animals and16

there was rules and a lo -- a lot of the animals that we17

were able to kill.18

And also the game department, when they19

are true for the ENR saying thing that they have, we have20

to -- the caribou herd of thirty-one thousand (31,000) if21

that is true, we need to be -- we need to resolve this22

now, we need to find a way that we can reserve the -- the23

herds.24

We need a strong words on this.  This is25
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the reason why Aboriginal -- as Aboriginal people we have1

a major issue to deal with.  It's on our land and we are2

responsible.3

It's important, this, because even people4

who are even to -- you know, we do know that it goes down5

to the -- the -- near the copper mine where there's --6

where the calving is.7

When they were having a hunting period in8

this community, you see my friend that's sitting next to9

you, he's a Co-Chairman was part of us when we having10

hunting.  You see my home where next close by.  People11

came to visit me.12

But they are wondering what's going to13

happen with this -- this issue.  They are expecting some14

sort of answer here.  Even with the Sahtu members they15

are looking forward to what the result might be at this16

meeting.17

So there are many Aboriginal people who18

have spoken to the Chiefs, the Elders.  They have -- they19

have phoned me and ask me questions.  They are continue -20

- some of them are visit me and talk to me.21

It's so important to us.  This is the22

major importance to us.  If you want to ask questions we23

can -- you can do so and also that's the reason why we24

have a legal counsel with us and also staffs that are25
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here with us.1

If I don't have time to answer your2

question, there are always people here to answer3

questions on behalf of me.  But when I speak to you, I4

have been thinking about the Yellowknife members, the5

leaders there.  They are part of our family members here,6

the Yellowknife people.  They are expecting what the7

outcome of this meeting.  Even with them with that -- the8

area of the land that was -- that was granted to us, we9

are all family members.  10

I'm sure they have similar thoughts as we11

are.  Because of this, Mr. Chair, all the things that are12

on my mind I have shared with you, complete that.13

And also being Aboriginal people, I have14

spoken about the -- the need for our -- our tradition,15

our ways of life.  There is one most important thing16

that's in our life, that's caribou.  Even with Messa Lake17

(phonetic) that we've talked about, it's past Royal18

Pendee Lake (phonetic).  Even further that, to the19

tundra.  When you take a look at the map, so you talk20

about Contwoyto Lake, you see that lake there, that's as21

far as we've reached.22

When utilizing the -- the birchbark canoes23

they have travelled so many distance to gain caribou24

hides for their clothing.  They have got us -- even with25
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our people using their -- utilizing their boats and1

motors they have travelled.2

They're -- they're not gathering.  They3

did not wanting to carry -- you know, use that caribou4

hide and meat that they've been saved for months and5

months.  It will not last very long but there are so many6

trails, traditional trails that leads to the -- to the7

barren land.  They have travelled great distance to gain8

these hides and meat.  It was so important to us.  If we9

did something wrong, you know, like the -- we destroy the10

ani -- the herd, it will be so -- we will be in a poor11

way.12

We have to take a look at this, being13

Aboriginal people, with ENR.  We need to work closely14

with ENR.  I want that.  With this we will find solution15

here.  They did do this alone, it's difficult for them we16

do know that.17

If we are stand united, it will not --18

there's a possibility all those difficulties and also19

with the Yellowknife member and leaders, if they join us20

with us it's much -- it will be much more better.21

So today, Mr. Chair, I know many people22

are listening to what we have to say.  Maybe you're23

thinking that we are sitting here alone but that's not24

happen.25
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Whatever happens here, it -- it will be --1

it will be a catapult, a domino effect with other leaders2

from different neighbouring regions.  If we are3

successful here, it will reach the other regions.  And4

also what will happen for the future generation when we5

are not successful today?6

I've been there I told you.  I've been a7

member of the Board.  When it come to a problem like this8

I have -- I have deep thoughts about it, disturbing9

thoughts.  I do know that you have a major issue to deal10

with.11

When you have a major issue to deal with,12

you do not think for one (1) day, that's not a little13

hour that you think.  And you do not depend on your pay14

to think about this.  You think about the future15

generation to come.  You think for the generation to16

come.17

That's how our Elders and ancestors --18

when they had treaty, what did they say?  How are they19

going to deal with this animal of the land?  How we're20

going to preserve our lands and everything?  They have21

talked about this.22

This is the same matters that we're23

dealing with this issue.  We are continuing to retain24

their words and live according to their -- their rules. 25
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So, today, we want to receive a cons -- we are in1

consultation with us if anything happens on our land.  If2

we -- if our -- if I get the care -- if I get off topic,3

I know you're going to ask me to stop talking, but we4

spent $30 million to negotiate for that same self-5

government.6

We do know the hardship of life that --7

that they had en -- endured, our Elders and leaders in8

the past.  And, also, for negotiations -- when we're9

doing negotiation for that thing, they did think that10

they will be gone, long gone, but they have always asked11

the Tlichos to find a way, the best solution for land12

claim for self-government.  13

They have tol -- told me they are leaders14

of the past.  They be successful in getting as much as15

you can for the generation to come, but the -- you peop -16

- young people that are here in this building, they are17

working with us.  Their -- their family have shares --18

their parents had -- father have shared many information19

for them.  They had said the same thing what I'm saying20

here.21

Maybe you're thinking that I must be22

sharing the hardship of -- the harsh what did you -- but23

this is the way our life is, we, as Aboriginal people,24

sitting here.  In the future we'll -- we will continue to25



Page 33

sit like this again to find the solution for our life.1

We are not going to go elsewhere.  We're2

going to remain here.  We were birthed and lived here. 3

It's part of life.  I am not going to get up and live4

somewhere else.  My children won't do that and the people5

won't do that.6

This is their livelihood.  This is our way7

of life.  And, also, the land, the lakes, whatever is in8

the lakes, we will continue to live with all what we have9

in the land.  That's the reason why.  This is why we have10

the ground, the Wek'eezhii land.11

When we talk about the Wek'eezhii land, we12

will be affected.  We will be -- we will get13

consultation.  We have our input.  We have to think about14

what -- how our people are, what affects our people.15

If we are going to come to an agreement,16

we want to be a part of it.  We're not going to find our17

way or find ourselves in the way where things are not in18

our way, where we don't have input or consultation.19

So the land claim agreement, we have the20

red book here with the land claim agreement, the Tlicho21

agreement.  If we didn't have that agreement, I would not22

have been sitting here speaking to you.23

I am speaking based on the agreement have24

-- I have a signature on this, and, also, the Chief, the25
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Federal Government -- the Government mem -- the Territory1

Government has its name, all the three (3) party has it's2

ne -- it's -- it's the signature on this red book.  This3

is how we come with agreement.4

And, also, how we deal with the animal is5

-- is being content of the agreement.  This is what we6

have done for ourselves.  We have talked about this for7

many days.  At times, we had difficulties, we had8

arguments, but we have done that.  We have Chiefs and9

Elders with us, and that's the reason why we came away to10

a disagreement.11

It's not something that's simple.  It's12

not sitting there and doing nothing.  We will continue to13

view this agreement.  That's the reason why we14

established -- we have taken the agreement.15

And, also, when it affect our -- the16

animals, we had -- we start taking a look at the17

agreement.  We did not want, you know, thing -- things to18

go -- you know, something to go wrong.19

We want to be truthful and do things that20

are right.  That's the reason why we came about the21

agreement.  I'm not going to be the only one who's going22

to be seeking, Mr. Chair, but I'm very pleased with what23

you're doing, sitting here with us as the Board members24

and listening to what we have to say.25
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When I has spoken -- I don't want no --1

want to be -- don't want to be sad about it or offensive. 2

And I know that, being the leaders, you know, you have to3

say so many things.  As a leader, you travel so to many 4

place.  When he come to a community, the hosting5

community, you -- you respect the hosting community. 6

This is the kind of people we are.  I'm hoping that you7

will have the same thoughts.  You have come to us.  If8

it's in our community, you have respect of the people9

here.  Even with our -- everyone has his days.  We will10

come to you.  You are end of our life.11

We need to talk about things that are12

disturbing to us or things that we have problem.  I know13

some of us think they can do many things in our land, but14

they have had consultation with us.  That's the reason15

why we are self-government here.16

The government has just -- the self-17

government -- the future self-government has just begin. 18

That's how I feel.  We are doing things, abiding by the19

agreement, the rules that were set for us.  Mr. Chair,20

things are not going to get done immediately, but the way21

things -- our life is, it's based on what is written.  In22

the future, maybe we'll come together and work together23

again like this.24

And also we're dealing with the water25
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issue.  We have the -- people are responsible for the1

water.  We have boards for that.  We will continue to2

work with these boards, Wek'eezhii Water Board.3

We have our land.  We have members who are4

-- who have responsibility over the land, and also when5

we're negotiating for the land claim we have come to an6

agreement -- have come up with an agreement.  This is the7

kind of issues that I'm touching on at this meeting.8

You do know that, being a leader,9

sometimes when you're granted time, you seem to not want10

to, you know, stop talking.  But all the things that are11

my thoughts I share with you.  It's not only today --12

today I will be talking to you.  But there was one13

particular important item that is important to us.  The14

important things is to be -- stand united and work15

together.16

All the people are sitting on this side17

and this side.  We need to work together.  That's the18

only way will come -- come solution -- come away with a19

success.  We do not want to be offensive or say -- you20

know, be argumentative with each other.21

As for the animal that we depend on and is22

our livelihood, I'm -- I'm speak with the truth here. 23

Since the fall -- since the beginning of winter, I have24

not done any hunting, but when I go to Whati, Gameti,25
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people would give me meat -- no, caribou meat.  That is1

how we share.  That's how we will live together.  2

If I go to Gameti, many of the young3

people that are from Gameti here, they share with their4

meat with us, and it's also partee (phonetic), brings5

meat you made.  This how we share in our life.  We live6

together.  We go travel to Gameti, different community,7

outlying communities.  We share all the meat.  The family8

members share meat, and this is how we help each other. 9

As I was just told, that's how we live.  This is part of10

our rules and laws for ourselves.11

We need to support the animal in order to12

increase animal numbers.  We cannot live without the13

animal.  I'm not going to be making the -- my decision14

for myself, but we need to preserve that herd.  We do not15

want to come to hard time without this animal.  We need16

to be -- continue to talk about this.  Maybe we can find17

some -- find a solution.18

Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I know you haven't19

moved at once.  You have not made any movement at once,20

and you have been patient to listen to me.21

You are in charge of this meeting.  When22

you are young -- when you are young and come to a meeting23

like this, you don't find yourself tiring.  But when you24

take a look at behind me, there are many Elders sitting25
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with us.  They said that they were very tired by the time1

of the end of the meeting.2

If you could give us a break in times,3

like for coffee breaks, more coffee breaks and more time4

out, this way we can know that Elders are willing to5

participate, but they find theirself very tiring.  Maybe6

we can have more breaks in between the meetings.  I'm7

asking you for your -- a favour from you.  Could you8

grant us a time to have a break, Mr. Chair?  I'm -- I'm a9

leader, but I'm -- find it very difficult and, you know,10

I can't find a time to say this to you, but could you11

give us a coffee break?12

13

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)14

15

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)16

17

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   Thank you,18

Joe, for giving your presentation.  We expected you to19

speak for the next three (3) hours, but we have asked you20

for a rest, but you don't seem to be listening to us21

there, Mr. Chair.  A few break in between our...22

23

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)24

25
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CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Yes, I1

agree that we need -- we need breaks.  I thank -- it's2

Grant Pryznyk, Co-Chair.  Thank you very much for your3

presentation.  4

5

(BRIEF PAUSE)6

7

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   ...use the8

-- the rest of your three (3) hour allocation?9

MS. RABESCA ZOE:   We have four (4) chiefs10

that's going to do a short presentation, followed by John11

B. Zoe and then the elders, so we'll probably use up the12

full three (3) hours.13

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Do you14

want to have one (1) more speaker before we have a break? 15

Okay?16

MS. RABESCA ZOE:   Yeah, one more speaker.17

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   All right. 18

Sure.  Who do -- if anybody is going to speak, can they19

identify themselves before they speak, please.  Thank20

you.21

MS. RABESCA ZOE:   Okay.  Chief Alfonz22

Nitsiza.23

24

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)25
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CHIEF ALFONZ NITSIZA:   Mahsi, Co-Chair. 1

I am called Chief Alfonz Nitsiza.  This morning I'd like2

to say good morning to all -- all of the Board members. 3

We're talking about the very fairly big issue here.  But4

I myself, I have been a Chair for the Wek'eezhii5

Renewable Resources Board.6

In this building, our first -- we had --7

we had the public hearing in this building.  I was the8

Chair at that time when we had that public meeting.  I9

know it's a fairly big responsibility as a Board member.10

And then you listen to the people all day11

then you -- you have your evening -- evening meeting.  I12

know the decision will befall on your shoulders.  You13

guys are doing a pretty good job.  We are very thankful14

the kind of things that you are doing.  So, therefore,15

I'd like to say thank you to each of you.16

When I was working with the Board, or17

working with you, you the Board members, I know it was18

very difficult at the beginning.  But at that time some19

of us would -- did not know each other, we did not live20

among each other, so we did not know each other at that21

time.22

We weren't -- but at that time when the --23

the Board was first established, when we first started,24

we still hung onto each other, work with one another as25
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we went along.  When I know that there's kind of things1

that we have done, and I know that hanging onto each2

other, working together, is a -- you know, you can -- you3

know, this way you can acc -- accomplish some good4

things.  This is what I'm going to be talking about, of5

how we should work.6

But now that I am a Tlicho Government, I'm7

on the Tlicho Government, the -- the animal that we're8

talking about, the -- the caribou is very important to9

us.  But as the Tlicho people, we know for the fact that10

the caribou is very important to the Tlicho people.11

The Elders will also speak to the Board12

members, to the public.  To us they are -- they -- they13

got their degree, or just like they have a -- as a14

biologist.  Our Elders are like our beo -- biologist. 15

They are very knowledgeable.  They have a lot of good16

traditional issues.  17

They have heavily dependent on caribou. 18

They live by the caribou itself, live by the caribou. 19

But I will speak to you in English in shortly while, but20

still, with the big issue that we're talking about is21

that we have a lot of mixed feeling about this issue. 22

Leave that -- the mixed feeling on the side, but just23

listening to what the Grand -- Grand Chief had said, we24

have a lot of different people here, but a lot of the25
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people here that depend on caribou.  Well, let's work in1

a very calm way, listen to each other's discussions,2

respect one another -- let's respect one another as -- as3

we go along.4

So I personally think that we should5

listen to each other as we -- as we go along.  But as a6

Tlicho -- as we as a Tlicho Government, we want to work7

with your people, want to work with all the parties, and8

-- but in -- in -- in -- in English I will speak -- speak9

most of the things to you in -- in English. 10

11

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)12

13

CHIEF ALFONZ NITSIZA:   The future of the14

Tlicho people, the future of the Yellowknives Dene, the15

future of the outfitters, this is a very serious issue we16

are dealing with.17

If we are going to deal with this, we must18

put any anger, any mistrust behind us.  We must turn to19

one another and listen and respect one another.  Whether20

the numbers are right or wrong, it is not an issue at21

hand here.22

We do not have the liberty of doing23

nothing.  If the numbers are, in fact, correct, doing24

nothing is irresponsible and dangerous, and our25
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Aboriginal rights to harvest is irrelevant.  1

If we continue our current behaviour,2

there may be no caribou left to exercise our Aboriginal3

rights to harvest.  Many will argue that the numbers are4

wrong, that a climate change is the culprit, that5

development is the main cause of the decline, that wolves6

are a major factor, or that it is the outfitters taking7

precious, precious bulls out of the population.8

There is no one (1) reason that this is9

happening.  The decline in caribou is an important10

indicator that we are feeling the effects as the11

cumulative effects from all the above. 12

If we have learned anything from history13

and the collapse of a migratory species from the bluefin14

tuna in Mediterranean, the cod fishery in the east coast,15

or the salmon fisher in BC, we must take notice and, more16

importantly, take action.17

We also must recognize that it is not --18

not necessarily the caribou that need to be managed, but19

the humans who are sharing the landscape with them.  We20

all need to take responsibility and do what is right to21

give the caribou a chance to recover.22

We must show the world that we are truly23

stewards of our land, that we love the caribou enough to24

limit our use with a time to allow them to recover.  25
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How will this be achieved, we might say? 1

Unity.  We, as Tlicho, know all things that makes us2

strong.  It is unity.  We must work in unity, in3

collaboration, in cooperation, the Tlicho, Government of4

Northwest Territory, all other Aboriginal people being5

impacted by decline in Bathurst herd, the resident6

hunters, the outfitters.7

We must also not forget the Elders.  We mu8

-- we must also not forget the youth.  The Elders have9

knowledge and intimate understanding of the natural world10

and advice on how to recover and manage the caribou for11

future generation.12

We also can help us -- they can also help13

us to educate the youth on the way to respect the14

caribou.  They can teach the -- teach the youth about the15

caribou, helping to increase their knowledge and enhance16

their respect.  17

This, according to our Elders, is one (1)18

of the key reason that caribou have gone away.  They have19

lost respect for this keystone specie.  The youth of20

today and tomorrow are the ones who will be impacted by21

the decision we make, and they have a right to have22

caribou to harvest when they grow up.  Their -- their23

children have a right to know, love and appreciate the24

caribou and to understand this animal and to know that it25
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makes us the essence of who we are as people.1

In order to exercise this right however,2

they must first recognize the responsibility that comes3

with it.  There's a lot of work to do in regulations and4

management.  There is -- what the Hearing -- this is what5

the Hearing is about.6

The Tlicho Agreement talks about our way7

of life and it encompasses these things.  To make the8

agreement work, we need to participate in public process9

to deal with the recommendations that threaten our way of10

life and to assure the future of healthy harvest.11

This needs to be followed up with the12

regulation changes.  If all else fails, our agreement13

will take precedent over how caribou action takes into14

account total allowable harvest, showing the world, not15

just ENR and the Board.16

We, the Aboriginal people of Northwest17

Territories, and the Government of North Territory (sic)18

have incredible opportunity in front of us.  We have a19

chance to show the world collaboration and co-operation20

that has never been achieved before in natural resources21

management.22

This is the only option to avoid the23

collapse of the caribou.  We will show the world that the24

Tlicho are conservationists and that an ongoing25
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collaboration and co-operation this great migratory1

species can be managed by public government with2

significant influence of Aboriginal people, not token3

participation, but true and respectful collaboration4

where traditional knowledge and science are considered5

equally.6

Through the collaborative adaptive7

management process with mutual respect of each other and8

each other's knowledge and information, we will manage9

not only the caribou but ecosystem as a whole,10

integrating the holistic integrated -- integrated world11

view of Aboriginal people with the scientific and Western12

world view, utilizing and implementing -- implementing13

the strength that each world view -- strong like two (2)14

people.  15

By sharing that local people have a stake16

in the future of the caribou and that they are a part of17

this solution and decision being made and implementation,18

we will have greater support by those local people who19

are the key to success of any management plan that we20

develop in true collaboration and partnership.21

And I must say that, you know, having been22

on Boards and other agencies and governments, we work23

with many different people.  They come from different24

walks of lifes (sic).25
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Especially in the North here, you know, we1

have limited resources and we have to rely on others. 2

And if we all put our resources together, I think this3

kind of issues, you know, could be resolved.  And we can4

almost tackle any issues at all together.  Or if we start5

pointing fingers and start talking all over the place,6

stirring up the people, I don't think that's the way to7

go.8

Now once again I would like to thank the9

Board for the very important work they're doing.  I know10

how it is, I was there once.  Mahsi cho.11

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   This is12

Co-Chair Grant Pryznyk.  Thank you very much, Alfonz. 13

Very -- very good words.  14

We'll take a short break.  Unless you're15

prepared to go again.  One (1) more speaker?  All right. 16

Okay.  Okay.  It is twenty-five (25) after 10:00.  Let's17

take a break until twenty (20) to 11:00.  That's fifteen18

(15) minutes.  Please be back in fifteen (15) minutes. 19

Thank you. 20

21

--- Upon recessing at 10:25 a.m.22

--- Upon resuming at 10:45 a.m.23

24

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   Okay, thank25
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you.  Mahsi.  What we are going to be doing after the1

break, we have two (2) hours for the Tlicho left to go. 2

And from yesterday, we're kind of behind schedule like,3

so what we're planning to do is we'll have maybe a half4

an hour lunch, and then we're going to continue because5

there's a lot of people that's going to be asking6

questions and stuff like that.7

So I'm just going to say this in my8

language, and I just thought I'd let you guys know.  9

10

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)11

12

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   Thank you. 13

The Tlicho leaders are -- during the -- they had three14

(3) -- they -- they have two (2) hours remaining, and15

they will do their presentation.  And yesterday,16

regarding the agenda, we're behind on the agenda, so as17

for the -- we will continue on until 12:30 because18

there's going to be lots of people asking questions.  I19

just wanted to tell you this, remind you of this.20

So -- so some of the Elders may not have a21

headset on, so that's the reason I said this in Tlicho. 22

Mahsi.23

24

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)25
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CHIEF CLIFFORD DANIELS:   Mahsi.  My name1

is -- I'm Cli -- Chief Clifford Daniels.  I'll be2

speaking my language, so I'll give you just within a3

minute, I guess, if -- unless you all have your earpieces4

on.  5

6

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)7

8

CHIEF CLIFFORD DANIELS:   Yes, today I9

just want to welcome everybody to attend at the meeting10

in our community.  11

The caribou we're talking about, we --12

that -- the importance of the caribou is very important13

to us Tlicho.  It's not only for us, it's for the future14

generations.  15

And, also, what Alfonz had mentioned,16

that's the same thoughts I have.  We've been living off17

the caribou since time immemorial, and the experience18

that Elders have, and the continuation of today and,19

also, in the future generations they will continue to use20

the caribou, and this is how we teach each other.21

At times, we may face difficult -- and22

some of the things that -- difficulties, even when --23

with residential school experience, that experience had24

caused them to -- it's like interfering with their lives. 25
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They lost their language and their way of life. 1

And also regarding the caribou, what will2

happen?  What is the outcome going to be?  When we think3

about it -- and while we can continue to use the caribou4

in the future, we don't know, but it's a good thing that5

we're talking about working together.  Maybe there's a6

possibility -- maybe we might continue to teach the7

youth. 8

When we go out on the land, the students9

go out on the land and they continue to get their10

education -- educational system.  And the reduce of the11

caribou population maybe might continue.  For this reason12

I'm saying that how can we strengthen our working13

relationship? 14

Even today we still rely on the caribou,15

we live off the caribou.  The meat -- at times we need16

food from the country, we do need food; we can't rely on17

the store bought food.  And in the past, we used to have18

feasts on the caribou and also we use it for clothing, as19

Grand Chief had mentioned. 20

And just when they had the hand games21

tournament, when they hit the drum its made out of22

caribou how -- made out of caribou hide, and also for our23

clothing, we use caribou hide for our clothing.  24

And when we list -- when they hear the25



Page 51

beat of the drum you can -- you can still smell the hide1

of the caribou and it's -- and we've been living2

alongside with the caribou since time immemorial.  You3

hear this from the Elders.  And also regarding the4

government to government working together, we should --5

I'm not pleased with the way it turned out with the6

restrictions.  7

At times when make a decision on their own8

and even though we don't support their -- be good -- at9

times when we face difficulties we shouldn't be -- if10

we're going to support one another we got to listen to11

one another and -- and work together and make a decision12

in that way.  And it's -- that's Tlicho Government and13

the Canada Government, GNWT, when will they support us? 14

How -- this is how we should improve this15

and I'm thinking when will they be saying they start16

being so the -- we're not the only ones that had a self-17

government, and there's other Aboriginal people that18

settle their land claims and self-government.  And in the19

future, sometime in the future, we have to be working20

together.  So it's -- we shouldn't challenge each other.  21

So in the past the way we were -- we're22

working within our 39,000 square kilometres and also the23

Monfwi Gogha De Niitlee and the Wildlife Act was24

developed and it was done -- done by the Territorial25
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Government.  And the Wildlife Act maybe it should happen1

with the same so that we can -- the Tlicho Government can2

have powers to manage the wildlife and -- and that way we3

can identify these kind of things. 4

But today, the reason why we're here today5

is we will be working together regarding the caribou. 6

Regarding the caribou, if we work together then we can7

accomplish things.  That's what our Elders often said. 8

United we will accomplish.  9

And within the Tlicho constitute --10

constitutional section 2, we, the Tlicho Government, the11

wildlife and everything has to be managed and this is12

what we're practising with the Tlicho Government.  13

So when Grand Chiefs Joe and Alfonz spoke,14

they are incorrect in saying that I agree with them, and15

in the future we -- we are talking about the caribou for16

the future generations.  We don't want to -- we want the17

younger generation to take care of the population.  I18

don't think alone we'll accomplish these things but we19

have to work together to make this.20

21

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)22

23

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   Chief Edward...?24

CHIEF EDWARD CHOCOLATE:   Mahsi.  Mahsi. 25
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Co-Chair, my name is Edward Chocolate, Chief of Gameti. 1

And as a chief, I don't make decision on2

my own.  Usually I listen to the Elders, they make all3

the decision.  They're the one that we follow and get4

advice from.  5

And we held a workshop in our -- in my6

community of Gameti in October.  This workshop brought7

together Elders from all four (4) communities.  At the8

workshop, we discussed with our Elders the current9

proposal.  They provided us with their knowledge and10

their input to the proposal.  However, that process was11

not honoured.  12

Our agreement says we must work with13

Canada, GNWT and other Aboriginal groups regarding14

wildlife.  According to our agreement, we were willing to15

work with the government but because now the government16

didn't listen to -- didn't honour the proposal, this17

caused the Elders to be angry with this Chiefs.  They18

felt their words and knowledge were not honoured.  19

Our Elders know about caribou.  They20

survived on caribou through hard times, good times.  They21

have more knowledge than any biologists.  22

As I remember, I was trapping with my dad23

on a migratory route and he said this year the caribou24

would be having a hard time.  A lot of caribou might die25
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of starvation.  I said, Why?  Why is that?  He said you1

look at the weather.  The weather affects the caribou, he2

said.  He said first it snowed and then there was3

freezing rain and then the cold -- cold -- cold weather,4

cold -- cold weather.  He said that the caribou when they5

eat they have to remove snow from the ground to eat.  But6

this -- the -- because of the freezing rain the caribou7

will be having a hard time.8

And sure enough that year when we see9

caribou they were kind of lean.  I said that -- that --10

that's how we listen to our Elders, our parents.  Now11

they taught us a lot on -- on -- on the land.12

Our Elders know and understand the land13

and animals and how they work together.  They see things14

and know things the scientists could never know.  Science15

alone cannot have answers about caribou.  Traditional16

knowledge have more answers about caribou and other17

wildlife.18

They need this for living and being on the19

land from co-exi -- existing with the animals.  They20

learn -- they learned this from listening to the Elders21

through stories and legends and surviving on the land. 22

We must learn how to bring this tradition and knowledge23

and science together in a meaningful way, a challenge24

that I believe we are in a position to live up to.25
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We need to incorporate our Elders'1

traditional knowledge into all areas dealing with the2

caribou.  In order to do that the Tlicho Government and3

ENR have an opportunity in front of them to build a true4

and collaborative partnership emphasizing the Tlicho way5

of strong like two (2) people.6

Only then we can share mutual respect and7

long term relationship building and sharing the caribou8

for future generations.  Mashi cho.9

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   Chief Charlie10

Football...?11

12

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)13

 14

CHIEF CHARLIE FOOTBALL:   Thank you.  We15

have a very good day today even though the issue and the16

topic is difficult.  We are all fine and we seem to be in17

a good mood and happy to see each other.18

But our children at home, our children19

back in our homes, we feel saddened for them.  We will20

talk a little while with you and it's good to be given21

that opportunity.22

Yesterday we talked about -- a woman spoke23

about Ski-doo and so because we're so concerned, we're24

here at this meeting.  You know that at Conk-ka-atee25
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(phonetic), and that's near Wekweeti, we travel by elan1

to that area and sometime we travel by Ski-doo elan --2

with a elan Ski-doo.  3

So when the Elders speak to us and advise4

us, we listen to our Elders and that's how we work as5

hunters and we're just not making up stories and working6

from them.7

As -- as white people, I'm not criticizing8

you but when you buy groceries from the grocery store,9

potatoes, oranges and apples, we know that -- you -- you10

know that you don't eat it right away.11

We know that you clean your vegetables and12

your fruits.  You clean your product before you prepare13

your food to eat.  But today we're talking about caribou.14

Sometime we travel to Yellowknife to -- to15

the big city.  After two (2) days we go back home to16

Wekweeti and so our -- our vehicle gets pretty dirty from17

travelling from Yellowknife to our communities.  And so -18

- but even if you leave our vehicle parked in Yellowknife19

you can always get a lot of dust.  Your vehicles are just20

dusty from being parked on the side of the road. 21

And -- and so can you imagine what it22

would be like in the mining development areas where23

there's a lot of exhaust as well as from development. 24

There's a lot of exhaust that fall down onto the ground25
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and then not only goes to the ground but it affects the1

animals, as well.2

So when you go to the calving ground areas3

we -- we -- and so -- and so when -- even if my wife is4

pregnant I would -- I would -- my wife would be given the5

opportunity to raise a little baby and -- and as she's6

pregnant to have a healthy pregnancy.7

And that is the same with all other8

wildlife.  There's bears, there's wolverines, there's all9

this wildlife that takes care of its little ones so that10

it can grow into adult.11

And so when at the same time we're talking12

about caribou, caribou travels a distance, a distance13

between through development areas. 14

And so even if you're doing your surveys15

and -- and travelling with helicopters, when you're16

creating a lot of noise fu -- in -- dur -- in a --17

calving grounds, you're -- you're making it difficult in18

that area for the caribou, and this is why we had asked19

the animals to be left in peace, especially around the20

calving ground area.21

We -- we always want things to be safe for22

everything.  As people, we always try to be safe, be in23

good health, and this is the same for our wildlife.  We24

want our wildlife to be in safe and health -- healthy25
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areas where they can develop and grow.1

And so, in the fall time we went to2

Hobiotee (phonetic) from our community.  We've seen a lot3

of fish that has been dead.  And even though we've seen4

all the dead fish and we talked about it, there was5

nothing done about it.  6

And -- and so people from our community7

would see evidence of fish not -- not growing into its8

healthy manner as it should.  So it would be good to9

investigate into that area where we seen deformed fish or10

fe -- fish that were not in good health, and -- but I'd11

like -- this is what I wanted to mention.12

We know that we're talking about caribou,13

but it's not only concerning caribou; it's concerning all14

wildlife.  In -- in the barren-land area we know that15

there's a lot of development.  We know that there's a lot16

of blasting.  And so, from all that blasting, it's17

creating a lot of noise, as well as a lot of exhaust from18

-- from the fumes of development.  19

And so I really would like people who are20

in the area of caribou migration area know what's going21

on, know how much destruction that is happening for the22

caribou.  We all know that also in Alberta tar sands.  We23

know that there's a lot of concern, especially about the24

water and how dangerous it is to the fish and the people25
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in this area to . . .1

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   Dr. John B. Zoe,2

senior advisor. 3

DR. JOHN B. ZOE:   Thank you, interim4

Chair, Co-Chair.  What I wanted to talk about today was5

how we came to be here.  A lot of it has to -- has to do6

with the early years of how people lived on the land7

unhindered by developments, by governance, just surviving8

where they are.  And, eventually, they'll move into the9

communities, and the education of the young, new methods10

of harvesting.  There's a lot more pressures placed upon11

the original resources that people have survived on.12

And even though people survived on a lot13

of these natural resources, there was a lot of14

infringements on -- on the rights of the traditional way15

of life to continue by laws of -- by laws of16

conservation.  Not to say con -- conservation is wrong,17

but, at the time, consultations were not as existent as18

it is today.  Back then the communications was not there,19

not everybody's at the same place at the right time, so a20

lot of these decisions are made and carried out, so it --21

it placed of -- it created a lot of mistrust from those22

days until where we are today because these conservation23

measures don't always come around on a year-to-year24

basis.25
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They come at a time of great need.  They1

to -- they come at a time of endangerment.  They come at2

a time when extinct -- 'extinction' is still a word3

that's not quite used as it might be in the future.4

So that mistrust has always been there and5

it continues to be here even today.  So one of our6

biggest challenges is to -- is to overcome that by good7

dialogue because today we're not just dealing with --8

we're -- we're dealing just with people on the Aboriginal9

side living the traditional harvest.10

But now we have a much larger Canadian --11

a society and community and even the international12

community that have come -- become accustomed to programs13

that were developed over time, through tourism14

initiatives and economic initiatives and using the15

natural resources as a source of income.  16

So there's a lot more challenges than17

there are today.  And that also includes the new way of18

forest fire management, of water quality control, of new19

mining developments, cleaning up of old sites.  And then20

there's always the constant new roads, winter roads that21

are being built into the interior.  And there's more new22

machines that can get to a lot of places faster.  And23

we've also talked about the communication of finding out24

where the caribou in an instant through collar monitoring25
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and word of mouth by anybody who is actually looking for1

caribou or any large game.2

So it's a lot of these early mistrust and3

abuse of power in the old days that have made the people4

rise to the challenge to say that these rights are5

inherent.  These are -- rights are not only inherent but6

we -- we also have rights to land that need to be7

recognized through the common law.  8

Because you have to understand that, in9

those years, Canada did not recognize Aboriginal rights10

or right to own land, because there was no -- there's no11

process for recognizing or no regulations that are in12

place to recognize those rights.  And there are -- lands13

were not recognized also because there was no laws to14

recognize those beyond what was imported from -- from15

England.16

So as in all disagreements, eventually17

Canada recognize the process for negotiating a land claim18

to ensure that the rights that we believe we have would19

be enshrined into some recognizable thing, and in this20

case the Constitution of Canada, where we would exercise21

those rights that we have in a way that our voices will22

be heard, in a way that our way of life would not be23

further deteriorated and the wildlife –- wa --that we24

depend on, at least we would have a say on how those25
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things are managed in a way where we can come together1

and come up to agreement with how we should go about it.2

But agreements are words on paper, and in3

this case not everybody has an agreement in front of4

them; and that's natural because we won't like to carry a5

lot of weight.  But those agreements, nevertheless, are6

there and sometimes as in the past practices, mostly in7

past practices, we have a tendency of wanting to do8

things the way we've always have done.9

And one of the ways is ignoring the10

traditional oral rights that people have had, but in this11

case it's actually written down.  So, it's not unusual,12

even though it's written down, to bypass it and continue13

the merry life that we -- that we've become accustomed to14

as governments. 15

So one (1) of our roles today, more so16

than ever, is to shed light into the agreements that are17

in place; to say that, if there is going to be a18

management plan or proposal for the decline of the19

caribou, then we need to be involved.  Because, I20

understand that the original proposal was just done by21

the GNWT, so we had to remind them that there's an22

agreement in place that calls for: Look, if there's some23

sort of a decline or endangerment we need to be involved. 24

And so those early proposals were pulled back and that's25
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why we ended up with a joint proposal.  1

But, we're not going to get anything that2

we'd like into an -- into an agreement in such a short3

time frame.  Because, within that time frame, yes, there4

is some things that can be taken care of very easily, but5

some things that really would take a lot of time, a6

little more time than normal -- because now we really7

need to put into practice what our agreement talks about,8

because the agreement really is a -- a recognition of our9

language, culture and way of life. 10

It's to ensure that what we had before and11

what we understood, are both into the management plans12

built into future regulatory actions that are taken, to13

take into consideration what was there before these new14

governing systems came into place.  And that means15

building in meaningful, traditional knowledge into these16

management action plans.  17

And -- and the process that we've embarked18

on, or we -- we've sort of thrown into the process that19

–- we -- were -- we've all embarked on now today, doesn't20

allow for that to happen. It only allows status quo21

system of management to go through the system that we22

have now and it will spit it out at the end, but we still23

won't have consensus.  But, somebody would have a clout24

to enf -- to make sure that it's -- that it's enforced. 25
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So we see a further division way beyond where we are1

sitting today.  2

And that's one of the indicators of the3

joint proposal that's in front of you, that's in front of4

the Board, is that it's got some gaping holes: 1) is5

there's the three (3) -- the -- the – the five (5) -- the6

five (5) lines that the Board wants to listen to now7

today, is that there's a fourth and fifth that is marked8

in red where we don't have an agreement because those9

sections require a lot of collaboration with the Elders10

to pull out the traditional knowledge, to ensure that it11

fits into a management plan and  future regulatory12

actions, because that's what the Tlicho Agreement is13

about. 14

It's -- the Tlicho Agreement is not about15

doing to ourselves what we've always protested were not16

the right thing to do in the first place.  This Tlicho17

Agreement is to ensure that what knowledge that we have18

is built into the process of management into the future,19

taking into consideration the scientific community and20

knowledge.  And that brings the -- the words of strong --21

like to -- people to the forefront. 22

So one (1) of the things that we know, is23

that in the end of this Hearing the Board is going to24

make some recommendations, some decision, so that actions25
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can be taken on.  And the schedule that we have so far is1

that, probably at the end of May, something is going to2

come out of it.3

And we know that some work needs to be4

done on -- on number 4 and 5, because to us number 4 and5

5 is the implementation of the Tlicho Agreement.  It's6

part of the implementation of the Agreement.  What we7

have so far is words of how we should participate in8

these new actions.9

But if that participation is not done in10

such a way that the implementation of the actions would11

always have -- would be built on trouble.  And we know12

that trouble shifts all the time.  And we want to ensure13

that it has a solid foundation, and so that foundation,14

we believe is how the agreement is implemented to deal15

with the decline of the caribou.  And that means we need16

to ensure that our people are behind it totally.  And17

it's going to take a bit of time. 18

So what we wanted to look at was -- is a19

renewed process.  Because this process, I think became20

flawed at -- at -- right at the outset; not because21

anybody's done anything, because we were heading towards22

this venue that we're on now.  Everybody is focussed on23

this venue that we have now.  So nobody really can say24

that what's happened to where we are today is really25
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actually the same, because a lot of new information had1

come in before Christmas that sort of steered us away2

from really thinking about this management proposal and3

how we can fix it to ensure that it will go on into the4

future.5

It's been flawed by a new information like6

the ban.  Everybody is talking about it and so a lot of7

concentration was taken away from what we're trying to8

achieve here.  We couldn't do -- we could hardly do9

anything in our community to talk about the joint10

proposal without having these things that we had nothing11

to do with come and invade our -- our privacy of12

discussion.13

And we -- and -- and the ones that we14

managed to pull off before the Hearing was not -- not15

enough, because it's still laced with that thinking.  And16

just when we thought we had it figured out, then the --17

the reference question came about and then we started the18

whole new dialogue away from the joint proposal.19

So the joint proposal that in -- that's --20

that's in place, we're behind it.  But in the critically21

areas it still remains open to be filled with something22

that should -- should be considered by us as part of our23

implementation of Chapter 12.  We want to ensure that our24

input, our support, is actually genuine.  And that's25
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something that we've been railroaded into because of the1

a time frame that we're in today.  2

So in this process that we've been through3

to where we are today, I don't think anybody can say that4

we've all been really truly thinking about this joint5

proposal, because half our minds were already taken up by6

something else.  This needs a really good collaborative7

effort on everybody involved.8

And so we've been talking internally about9

this renewed effort of giving us time after the Hearing,10

of some adjournment to -- to take into consideration the11

work that we need to do on points -- on -- on points12

number 4 and 5, so that we can really concentrate with13

our Elders and our communities on what conservation and14

the decline of the caribou really means.15

There will be challenges.  The challenges16

will not be similar to the challenges of decline back in17

the '40s and '50s and '60s, but how do we deal with it18

today?  Because people are a lot more mobile, there's --19

information exchanges can happen very quickly.  20

So if -- before the Board makes a decision21

or recommendation of some sort, that it take into22

consideration how we deal with 4 and 5.  We need to also23

work with ENR in those areas and how we can fill out24

number 4 and 5 as part of the joint proposal that's open25
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right now.  We need to concentrate on that.1

So we were thinking that we would spend a2

little bit more time with our Elders and our lands people3

to really flesh out 4 and 5 and come back with something4

solid, because the reason for getting involved in the5

Tlicho Agreement was the self-governing powers; that we6

would have the ability to make decisions, not only for7

the harvesting rights of our people, but to make8

decisions on wildlife on Tlicho lands and off Tlicho9

lands, to the point where it's within our traditional10

harvesting areas.11

And it's been a hard-fought battle.  It's12

been -- it's taken international battles.  It's taken the13

national Aboriginal organizations and their fight for --14

in the patriation of the Canadian constitution, to ensure15

that there was recognition for rights.16

There's been, in the last forty (40)17

years, in the north, Elders and Chiefs getting together18

to talk about how those rights can be recognized to the19

point where it would be on paper and we would have these20

rights in place.  And now -- and now, after all these21

years, we have this agreement that talks about these22

rights.  And GNWT also has -- it's in the GNWT Act where23

it has some authority in the north to make some decisions24

on behalf of Canada.25
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And here's the two (2) largest governments1

with powers in this area.  And, all of the sudden, the2

first challenge that we have, we're -- we're at a point3

where we don't feel comfortable, that it should be the4

Board that makes the deciding -- makes a decision on5

those areas that are still quite wide open.  It just6

would not be fair to the Board.  It would not be fair to7

the Aboriginal people.  It would not be fair to industry. 8

It would not be fair to the process of decision-making in9

Ottawa that recognize that we have the power to do these.10

So we need to take that time to ensure11

that the people with the powers, especially the ones that12

drafted the joint proposal, to finish and complete the13

package so that the Board would make a fair14

recommendation or decision, taking into consideration all15

the things that it's heard today.16

So we're asking for some form of17

adjournment beyond the Hearing at the end of this week to18

take into consideration a renewed effort by the Tlicho19

Government and ENR with the four (4) communities and how20

those questions can be dealt with.  Mahsi cho.21

22

(BRIEF PAUSE)23

 24

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   Mahsi.  We have25
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Elders that are going to be presenting their stories. 1

And I think it is of utmost importance to consider and2

listen to the Tlicho Elders traditional knowledge.3

As you know traditional knowledge can't be4

extracted or tested, proven or disproven the way sci –-5

Western science -- Western science can be.  And TK is an6

accumulation of years of history, experience and7

knowledge, and passed down from one generation to the8

next through word of mouth.9

This -- this knowledge is valuable for10

many reasons.  It can help us to look into the future and11

contribute to the management of caribou, ensuring12

conservation, long-term sustainability.  We must13

understand, though, that this knowledge is not simply a14

different kind of information about the world.  It is a15

completely different perspective.  So that -- it's --16

it's something that can't be compartmentalized and17

defined as Western science can be.18

Our Elders' stories do not answer specific19

questions about one (1) part of the ecosystem or about20

the role of one animal in comparison to others.  It looks21

at the world as a complex organic systems where each22

plant and animal play a role, and then with this23

interconnection makes up the landscape that the Tlicho24

have survived on since the beginning of time.25
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We feel -- Tlicho Government feels that1

the Elders have a great deal to contribute to this2

process and that we need to learn to listen to the Elders3

and take from their stories the valuable lessons and ways4

that the Tlicho used to survive and co-exist with the5

animals.6

The Board did ask Tlicho Government7

specific questions that deals with ecology and biology8

relating to questions with the expectations of9

traditional knowledge response.  This was difficult for10

us to do in a written form, as our -- as our stories are11

not written down and we do not comp -- compartmentalize12

our knowledge the way Western science does.13

So today, Tlicho Government has asked some14

Elders to share with the Board some of their stories and15

their understanding of the caribou.  So, with that, the16

first Elder to speak to the Board will be Edward Weyallon17

from Behchoko.  Mahsi.18

19

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)20

21

ELDER EDWARD WEYALLON:   It's Eddie22

Weyallon, Elder from Behchoko.  So thank you to giving23

opportunity to speak to -- to the Hearing.  Yes, we24

always explain to you people that the emo -- us that have25
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passed knowledge from one generation to another through1

our ancestors, and through all the legends and through2

all the type that the Dene people have survived over in3

the harsh lands over time.4

Yes, back then I guess when we were young5

back in the early days, I guess, known as the community6

of Fort Rae or Behchoko was a small little village. 7

Practically most people are living in tents and we like8

that.  And prior to that I guess the people used to live9

off the land.  People used to -- used to live off the10

land and then using their traditional tipis and that.  I11

guess, you know people used to live off the land like12

that.  And the caribou itself, I guess, has supplied us13

with lots of different tools and equipment that we use14

back them days; how to make drums and things like that.  15

And today, I guess, you know, that we're -16

- most of us still practising traditional and living17

culturally in -- on the land and practising those culture18

and traditions and -- and respecting our language as19

well. 20

I guess, in the early days, I guess, most21

of  -- even my -- my father used to travel on the barren22

land, I guess, you know -- like that -- they used to23

dress like the Inuit when they're out there because, you24

know, like they use to have a caribou hide parka for out25
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and then the trousers along with it.  So more or less, I1

guess, Ski-doo suit nowadays, but it was pretty warm and2

that, kinda, you know, practice that -- that's how we3

were raised back in our early days. 4

I guess the -- yes, I guess -- that --5

that a lot -- a lot of us, I guess, we don't remember our6

history.  I guess that's what I'm trying to tell you.  7

I've -- I would like to help the Tlicho8

Government.  And according to what the Grand Chief had9

said, I guess, you know, the most of us that our ancestor10

has survived on the caribou, solely on the caribou before11

the Europeans came on this land. 12

If you look at the map -- on the map on13

regarding the -- where our ancestor used to travel right14

down onto the Contwoyto Lake area -- and that most of us,15

when we're young, and in our younger days, we used to go16

as far as -- pretty close to Contwoyto Lake by a canvass17

canoe and we used to pack our own shield and kickers in18

order to -- in order to travel that -- on a -- on a canoe19

route. 20

Most of us are still living here today. 21

They -- guess -- and they just mentioned people like22

Romeo Trady (phonetic), and Pierre Beaverho, and Francis23

Williah, and Louis Zoe a -- people their selves that used24

to travel those areas still living today. 25
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Yes, I -- we did practice our ancestor1

trail over years.   I think we -- we have great knowledge2

of the land.  So when we talked about the land and the3

animal that -- that are the land, I guess, we know4

exactly what we're talking about.  Yes, we've learned5

lots from the -- our ancestors because they're the people6

that know a lot of the land inside out because, you know,7

practically back them days they did -- didn't have modern8

way of travelling.  They used to travel by either9

paddling, or backpacking, or walking on the land to know10

the land inside out.11

Yes, that when I -- when I first came out12

to the barren land, I guess, you know -- like, I used to13

remember my dad used to pack me out there, and then --14

until I grew up.  And then when I grew up, I guess, to be15

old enough to shoot caribou and then I was taught how to16

butcher a caribou and how to pack -- make a bundle out of17

a caribou hide.  And then -- all you got to do, just18

carry a rope out there and then you bring your own19

package of meat back there to our home or to -- to -- to20

a campsite. 21

So, we travel a large lack -- track of22

land amongst the other animals that we used to see on the23

trails and then we used to encounter big game animal,24

like grizzly bear.  But, however, a lot of us that --25
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that travelled to those areas in the fall time -- the1

first week of August that's when we're headed out and2

then we're gone for about three (3) weeks or so.  By the3

time we get back, I guess, you know, like when the Grand4

Chief said that the -- the prime meat that we harvest, I5

guess, you know, it only lasts -- lasts less than a6

month, I guess, you know.  And it's -- it's hard work and7

that's how -- so a lot of people hear that on the 8

community of Behchoko get people used to live off the9

country food. 10

And in -- in sometime in the mid-summer11

long, I guess, when it's hard to catch any fish, I guess,12

you know, they have to substitute for -- other than fish,13

where else you gotta go out, but except to the barren14

land in order to harvest dry meat and come with -- to15

your family.  16

And then learning from the past activities17

on our land, such as the mining activities, I guess, you18

know, we know that the band -- the Rae Rock Mine, I19

guess, you know, they show us exactly what the abandoned20

mine could do and the problem that this created, and I21

just try to give you the history of our -- our ancestor22

trail as -- as -- as remembered.  And thank you to --23

24

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)25
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MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   The next Elder1

to speak is Jimmy B. Rabesca from Whati.2

3

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)4

5

ELDER JIMMY B. RABESCA:   We're here to6

talk to you, but he told me that I'm a small person, and7

he's not supposed to say that.  8

Thank you.  We're -- we gather here to dis9

-- have discussion, and you're here to listen to us, even10

though we don't really understand each other, but to look11

at each other.  It is right -- and it's only right to12

listen to each other.  13

And we're discussing the caribou, and14

renewable resources should -- should really think about15

it.  We can really think -- work together.  If we work16

well together, whatever we -- we're talking about, there17

wouldn't be too much commotion over it.18

If we help and support one another, even19

if it's a big issue, if we really discuss it, we can20

really work well together.  And talking about the21

caribou, our ancestors, we had to work with our Elders --22

and, a lot of time, we had to work with our El -- Elders.23

We're -- we depend on the caribou.  That's24

why we had lived this -- this long.  If we live among the25
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caribou, we don't kill too much caribou; we just kill1

only what we need.  That's how we survive.  It's the same2

thing with fish.  And we gather the fish.  We just take3

what we only need and then we leave.  4

The animals is very important to us. 5

That's why we -- even the Elders like us, we don't want6

to go without food.  We don't want to go without fish.7

And the Elders that had raised us, to this8

day, we're still holding on to our way of life.  We -- we9

haven't let go of it.  If we go among the caribou -- and,10

during that time, it was very cold, maybe forty (40) be -11

- forty (40) below, fifty (50) below, and we still12

travelled towards where the caribou are at.  Even though13

it's very cold we sleep without the tent, and we still14

follow the caribou herd.  That's how we survived.  15

If we checked the net we used the glove,16

but with -- with caribou we don't use glove, even forty17

(40), fifty (50).18

Look at my hand.  We go without gloves. 19

We want to survive.  That's how we went through during20

our -- the hardship.  That's what we're discussing right21

now.  22

And it's not only for us to survive. 23

We're doing this, and we help out the widows.  People24

that are widows, if they can't depend on themself, we25
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share.  That's how we survive.  That's why we're talking1

about the animals. 2

If we don't know something, we don't3

discuss it.  We discuss what we thinks that we know. 4

We're not doing this for the money.  And we travel to the5

sho -- everybody does that.  Everybody had -- did that6

and we never got paid for it.7

And we -- as long as we eat and our8

children will eat, that's why we follow that.  And going9

-- going over to Batoche, we have to carry everything10

over the Batoche.  We don't get paid and we sweat because11

it -- it is so hot.  And that's what we did just to12

survive.  That's why we love our animals.13

We cannot go without the animals and we're14

doing this because we rely on those animals and that's15

what we're working towards.  And today we don't want to16

go without it, we don't want to -- and our way of life,17

we don't wanna get rid of it.  People that cannot -- are18

not independable with -- people that are widows, we still19

wanna share and that's how we treat each other.20

And our Elders, when we used to travel21

with them way before us, through stories, they went22

through a lot of hardships.  And even during that cold23

weather and just to sit on the sled and to use the24

snowshoes, even through thick snow we still had to follow25
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a caribou.  And if we kill a caribou we're gonna eat1

good, we're gonna have a good -- we'll be healthy. 2

That's what we're aiming for.3

And if we -- just to kill a caribou just4

like we're -- we have a lot of -- millions, that's why5

we're saying that we should -- we -- shoot all of the6

animals.  We're not doing this for ourself, we're doing7

this for everybody else because we share and that's why8

we love our animals.9

But now if we have the -- a discussion10

it's good to listen to one another.  And we're talking11

about animals.  It would be good if the ENR would really12

think about it.  It is -- it -- we wouldn't have any13

problem working together if -- and if we sit among --14

like this we have to listen.  And in the Eld -- in the15

old days that's how it used to be when the -- the Elders16

talk among each other to resolve an issue.  They used to17

talk among each other and we speak with another.  That's18

how our ancestor used to talk.  That's why they should19

think about it.20

And ENR and the Board we -- it would be21

good if we can work well together, that way we will be22

able to work well, that way there wouldn't be too much23

commotion over it.  And -- and we want our culture to be24

strong.  If we don't work well together and if we think25
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we're the boss and if that person is not the boss, we1

don't want that to happen; we're -- we don't want be2

angry at each other.3

We're not saying that -- what we're saying4

is we have to work well together.  It's good to forgive5

one another -- that way we will have a good working6

relationship. 7

There's lot of -- still lot of people are8

still alive and if we talk about issue we think about our9

Elders.  I just recently told you if we think about the10

widows and so that they can have a -- a healthy life in11

the future we're saying that we'll sleep well.  We don't12

want them to have any concern.  If we treat like -- the -13

- each other like this there wouldn't be so much14

commotion, therefore, it's good to listen to one another. 15

That's how our Elders had raised us.  16

If we talk about something we have to work17

towards it so we can resolve it.  And -- and they used to18

talk about issues and they used to resolve one another. 19

That's what we're following, our Elders.  Therefore, it's20

good to teach one another.  21

We're talking about the animal, we want to22

protect it.  It -- it was our clothing and my -- even my23

grandmother was over ninety (90).  I'm the only one that24

is alive now.25
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And I remember -- I recall what my mom and1

my dad used to talk to us -- how they used to hunt, how2

they used to care for the animals.  And that's what I3

told -- I took their advice that's why -- this is how I4

live according to -- that's the kind of knowledge that5

I'm talking about.6

We listen to one another and what we're7

saying is we should work well together.  Therefore, if8

we're talking about the animals, we want to know about9

the knowledge if we work together.  And all those animals10

being counted, if we can help one another and work11

together, that way things will be better.  12

We have to think about things like that. 13

If we go in business somebody else -- if another person14

is living there before us we have to ask permission, if15

we go to their house or their cabin.  This is -- this is16

why I'm over here and we ask that person permission.  It17

is so easy to ask that question.  The person –- the18

person that has lived there before us, it is good to ask19

permission.20

If we treat one another with respect it21

would be good.  If we talk together to each other like22

that it would be good.  We would respect one another and23

-- and work well together.  24

Regarding the Monfwi Gogha De Niitlee,25
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what we're saying is that we should work well together1

within them Monfwi Gogha De Niitlee.2

When we talk about something we have to3

elaborate while thinking thoroughly about it.  Even4

though we don't understand, we understand each other5

through interpreters so we're all neighbours.  We have to6

love one another, even with making a decision -- and7

advice.  We have to help one another and support one8

another.  If we work like that, nothing's going to be9

difficult for us.  That is what I'm talking about.  10

If we -- if we run into each other in the11

future we're going to be happy to see that person and12

we're going to have respect for each other.  That's a13

good knowledge.  That -- that is how our ancestors, our14

Elders, had gone through in the past.  15

And we're talking about the caribou, it --16

it is a big issue.  It would be good to resolve the issue17

as the Elders, that's what we're -- we're hoping for so18

our -- our children will rely on -- on that.19

And we don't have to cause trouble for20

each other.  What we're saying is let's work well21

together. 22

Yellowknifers -- Yellowknife Dene are23

here.  They're our neighbours and they're our people.  If24

we go and visit they're not going to be angry with us;25
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they going to respect us.  And we have to support one1

another and discuss the animals.  We have to support one2

another, that -- that is the only thing right away.3

And we are neighbours.  That is how we4

should respect one another.  5

So we're talking about -- when we talk to6

the animals to you, it's going to take days and there's a7

lot of issues to it.  And -- and what we're saying is8

that we should work well together and respect one9

another; that way we can resolve the issues.10

And regarding the renewable resources, if11

we have discussion like this, they should really think12

about it.  It is so easy to resolve this issue.13

And talking about the animals, counting14

the animals, we want to be a part of it.  Since we're15

within the Monfwi Gogha De Niitlee, we should be a part16

of it when they count the -- the caribou.17

Even people -- people that hasn't18

participated with us, they would know what we're talking19

about.  We have limited time here, but whatever is20

important, we're -- we're -- that's what were discussing. 21

And we're just here to have a good discussion.  That's22

how we are.  23

And we're just having a good discussion24

among each other and it would be good as a -- leaders and25
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people that are here would -- it would be good if you1

really think about it.  2

I'm over eighty (80) -- eighty (80) years3

old -- or seventy (70) years old.  People and my children4

-- if I'm gone, my children would take over and then --5

I'm very thankful for all the people that are here.  We -6

- we're having a good discussion.  We should have good7

respect.  And if we depart like that, we would be very8

grateful.  That is all I wanted to say to you.  Thank9

you.10

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   Thank you.  The11

next Elder to speak is Elizabeth Michel from -- from12

Behchoko. 13

14

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)15

 16

ELDER ELIZABETH MICHEL:   This is Elder17

Michel, an Elder from Behchoko.  As far as the -- I used18

to remember when my mom used to tell me some stories as19

to how we used to live off the land. 20

We used to go out -- back out into the21

barren lands from here, and that I had -- remember that -22

- that -- I used to remember Eddie Weyallon, and I guess23

his dad, and back them days, that Eddie Weyallon's dad,24

they used to go back out to the barren land by birch bark25



Page 85

canoe.  And back them days, I guess, some -- some1

families don't -- some families don't even own a tent, so2

I guess, you know, the people that had tent, they're the3

people that take off to the barren lands early, and then4

the some young people that travel with us, I guess, you5

know, they come and help the people that -- with a large6

family, to make their way to the barren lands.7

But we used to go out to the barren lands8

not knowing -- we not knowing whether -- whether there's9

going to be any caribou in that area or not, but we just10

take a chance and go over there.  And if we -- it was11

just to find out if there's no caribou in any that area,12

we have to relocate to a different lake in order to -- to13

find more caribou.14

And then, from there on, I guess, you15

know, that -- knowing that there's some families that are16

in need of our other essentials, such as tents, I guess,17

you know, that you have to hire -- have to shoot at least18

forty (40) caribou in order to make a –- a tent out of19

it.20

So once you get a caribou and shoot about21

-- kill about car -- forty (40) caribou, I guess, you22

pretty well have to tan, and you have to scrape all the23

hides off, you know, on the caribou hide, in order to24

start tanning it.  So some families, I guess, you know,25
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there's always a lot of work for one (1) woman, I guess,1

you know, but sometimes the husbands used to help us to2

get the hair off the caribou hide in order, you know, tan3

it on a future date so that some day we'll make a –- a4

tent out of it.5

So being out in the barren land, I guess,6

you know, when we're out there, I guess, you know, we7

don't carry any ropes, or any tent poles, or things like8

that, so what we do over there is we used to -- we used9

to cut up a lot of dry meat and then just lay it over the10

flat rock and then dry it over the sun with the wind. 11

That's how we used to make our dry meat.12

And the –- and we can't stay on the barren13

land too long because of the, you know, back them days, I14

guess, you know, we pretty well have to conserve our15

caribou meat not to be spoiled, I guess, you know.  And16

so that in order to cleanup the -- the best hides for the17

-- to make a caribou tent out of it, I guess, it's a lot18

of work and it takes a lot of time and skill.19

So the time we were there, I guess, you20

know, that the -- our ancestors are -- they're always21

taught us not to sleep too long so we don't spend too22

many hours to sleep at night.  So we just rushing around,23

you know, the time we spend on the barren lands.  24

So, yes, the -- any family that 25
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-- that needs a hide for a specific reason such as a tent1

that -- and any family like that size, I guess, pretty2

well have to kill at least sixty (60) caribou in order to3

-- to sustain their, you know, livelihood and to get4

enough caribou hide to make a tent on a future date.5

So that's where the -- they go hunting6

right around the Contwoyto Lake area.  The -- the -- most7

of the  Dogrib people used to harvest our dry meat on the8

-- on the Contwoyto Lake area.  Back them days I guess9

that they never did call Contwoyto Lake Contwoyto Lake at10

that time.  They called it a big lake because it's as11

longest big lake out in the barren land, so that's the12

only land that -- that's how they identify Contwoyto Lake13

back then.14

And the -- so how we -- so how we were15

travelling on the land, I guess, you know, that back16

then, I guess, we always did have a leader that travel17

with us.  That the -- while they were hunting around --18

around the Contwoyto Lake area, I guess, that one (1)19

leader try to sum (sic) up all the Elders that travel20

together in that area to -- to -- to assemble to discuss21

some very important issues, such as naming the lake.22

Because Contwoyto Lake back them days that23

the people didn't have any name for it, so they only24

called it for a -- big lake.  So now that the -- the –-25
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they -- they got together and called it in Dogrib name1

Hongetchy (phonetic) which means abandoned lake or, you2

know, a lake that's been left behind by the hunters.3

So that's how they used to name the lake. 4

Everybody that -- that's how our ancestors used to travel5

and that's how they used to call lakes and place names of6

the lands.7

And, just to give you the -- the history8

as to how our ancestor had raised us on the land.  Most9

of the time I guess, you know, that we as an Aboriginal10

people of the area that had depend on the caribou, so the11

-- we as Elders that are -- are really heartfelt and the12

ones we know that there are some restrictions that came13

about and then -- then –- then –- then back in the early14

days that when we were out on the land I guess, you know,15

like the -- we used to conserve our caribou meat for16

future generation to flourish if -- you know, that's how17

we were taught, I guess, you know.18

We didn't discard caribou bone scattered19

in our camp before we left, nor we -- if we were to20

scrape hides off the caribou, I guess, you know, that we21

-- we back them days, I guess, you know, we don't store22

the -- the caribou hair in a plastic bag or any23

container.  What we do is we just moisten it up and then24

put it into the -- a rock where it's a hidden rock, where25
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the rock is split, and just put it in there so that, you1

know, the -- the hair doesn't scatter all over the2

countryside.3

And so the -- to date, I guess, you know,4

like the -- since the restrictions came about just before5

Christmas and to date, I didn't even had a decent country6

food on the table, because these are just my main7

concern.  Because we are a -- we as an -- Elders, I8

guess, you know, that we're not so used to the store-9

bought food.  10

So we do have respect for one another for11

how do we live.  Because, you know, we see and -- a12

hunter going out on the land knowing that he's going to13

feed his family and the people in need, I guess, you14

know, and so that we -- we always appreciate somebody15

that goes out on the land. 16

And today I don't think that very many17

hunters go out on the land anymore, so I kind of miss18

some hunters that -- you know, that are sitting idling19

because of the ban on the –- on the caribou hunt. 20

We know our ancestors when they used to go21

out on the land, I guess, you know, that I -- I used to22

see a lot of caribou when they used to have a large23

migration coming back in.  And that –- regardless of your24

health condition -- because, you know, you're out on the25
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barren land, you got to do your -- your part of -- you1

know, living off the land, like killing caribou for your2

family.  And I remember my late husband was kind of a3

cripple, but yet he did his hunting like everybody else4

did des -- despite his handicap.  5

Yes, that I –- I hope that this caribou6

issue and -- regarding the ban and the caribou hunt could7

be lifted, and hopefully that -- you know, that something8

could be resolved with all levels of government.  That --9

I -- I kind of think that, you know, what next might10

happen in the future as an Elder because, you know, like11

the -- to date now they get renewable resources'12

officers, I guess, they given you some of restrictions as13

to, you know, when they should ban hunting on and our --14

on our traditional land.  And then next thing they15

probably might want to ban is -- someday that they might16

even ban us from go out fishing.  And they -- they might17

even -- might give us some restrictions to -- to set out18

our nets in the water on our -- on our lake.  19

So these kind of things that I kind of20

predicted that in the future might happen if we just let21

them do what they want all the time.  So, like I said,22

I'm kind of heartfelt.  I felt sorry for what's23

happening; I felt bad about it.  And me, as a -- as a24

widow, as an Elder lady, I guess, you know, I have to –-25
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to -– to dep -- depend on people by giving me some1

country fu -- country -- country food.  I guess, you2

know, we've got some of our grandkids, I guess, they go3

out on the land, they used to hunt for us, so I hope they4

continue hunting for us. 5

And there are some other people from6

different communities, I guess, they have respect for us,7

so they bring in some load of caribou meat from time to8

time.  And the -- we, as the Dene people from this part9

of the land, I guess, you know, when we -- we share our10

country food with anybody else -- I guess, you know, that11

if we give one (1) piece of meat, I guess, you know, we12

get two (2) on the way back, so  -- which is true.  We13

believe that, that's the reason why we like to share our14

food once we -- somebody bring in caribou meat to us in -15

- into our table to share to -- to people that are in16

need. 17

Yes, that we still believe -- that we18

still -- we still strongly believe as to what Chief19

Monfwi had signed back in -- on a treaty that he agreed20

to with the Government of Canada.  And the -- and even21

the Monfwi boundary, I guess itself -- what you see on a22

map, I guess, you know, these are all the -- a lot of our23

ancestors talked about it a lot and they really think24

it's a -- it's a sacred document.  25
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And then the -- the –- the agreement that1

Monfwi had agreed to on a treaty with the Government of2

Canada, that as long as the sun rises and the river3

flows, I guess, none of the agreement on that boundary4

shall not be broken.  And we still strongly believe in5

that, and that's the reason why, I guess, you know, that6

–- the the -- they took treaty and to date we still7

holding our treaty with -- with the Government of Canada. 8

And the -- these are all the history and9

the  -- to date, things hasn't changed, not only the sun10

-- sun hasn't reversed itself, nor the -- the river11

hasn't divert itself, but I don't know why the agreement12

has to be made.  13

So there's something wrong here that I14

really don't agree with, and that I -- like I just15

mentioned that, you know, that the -- that was a strong16

agreement that, you know, that has been made by our --17

our forefathers as a -- great leaders.  And -- and we18

still strongly believe in that, as our ancestors did. 19

Thank you for listening.20

21

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)22

23

MS. RABESCA ZOE:   Elizabeth is eighty-24

eight (88) years old and she was telling stories from25
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what her parents told her.  The next elder to speak is1

Philip Huskey from Behchoko.2

3

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)4

5

ELDER PHILIP HUSKEY:   Thank you for6

coming here.  But we have to mention our -- our Lord.  He7

-- he had created this Earth and also made humans.  And8

we breathe through -- through him.  And you guys not9

going to stop me because I'm talking through traditional10

knowledge.11

And since he -- he made a human and then12

he created -- he took his ribs and while he's sleeping he13

created a woman.  And then the -- the -- Adam woke up. 14

They smiled at each other.  15

And Jesus told -- told them, You guys will16

be one (1).  You guys going to have one (1) skin; that's17

how Jesus spoke to them.  18

We breathe through him, and we have a19

heart, we have a soul, you -- have a blood.  Under him,20

whatever He had put on this Earth for us, God had created21

all those for us.  And another person hasn't -- God22

created everything -- had provided everything for the23

animals.  And we cannot say -- we cannot say that we were24

the boss of it and really elaborate on it.  It -- it is25
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not right.1

Our elders had relied on the animals;2

that's how they survived in the past.  Even people are3

blind, or they -- they're deaf, or people are limp -- the4

people that are not all there, they still took them to5

the bush, they follow the caribou around.  6

Even though, during the winter, through a7

lot of thick snow, they follow each other and they follow8

the herd.  That's how it you -- that's how they had --9

had lived in the past.  They use the animal clothing and10

animal food.  That's how -- they survived on.11

And that's how -- how the -- our Elders12

used to talk.  They never used to discuss time each13

other.  Right now I'm eighty-five (85) years old.  I am14

not -- not young anymore and I cannot lie.  15

The Elders had discussion.  They used to16

tell each other stories, and people, they used to carry17

others -- people, even disabled people.  And now people,18

the white people, came among us and when the treaty came19

they -- he said he will not accept the treaty and they20

keep talking to him and -- and when he -- for three (3)21

days they had discussion and he got up and he left and22

the priest was present, the priest went to visit him.  He23

said, My son, and -- if you're going to trea -- just to24

accept the five dollar ($5) treaty money, you guys gonna25
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be neighbours and you guys -- that's when he accepted1

that five dollar ($5).  Even though I'm going accept the2

five dollar ($5) and -- if they listen to me, that's when3

I'll accept that -- the five dollar ($5).  4

As long as this sun is rise, the -- the5

river has -- the -- hasn't reversed and as long as this6

land ha -- doesn't move, nothing will -- nothing will be7

restricted, nothing will be changed, and everything on8

this land -- and in the future my children will not be9

pre -- restricted.  And that's how he accepted that five10

dollar ($5), he -- and he had signed the agreement.  11

And whoever witnessed that signing they12

all have their signatures.  That's how he drew up the map13

and that's how the foundation was made.  We live in that14

area now.  That's how they had worked for us.15

People that are blind, people that are16

disabled, through discussion, right now there's hospital,17

there's a senior's home, and people -- they have18

institution for people that -- that are -- like, that19

can't look after themself.  And we cannot just ignore and20

just think that we are the boss and do whatever we wish21

to do.  We cannot do that.22

Now, there's lot of things that I want to23

discuss about the youth nowadays.  And if they -- if --24

if they through -- if they charge the woman -- charge the25
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woman they go to jail for long period of time.  1

And now they have a collars on the caribou2

and -- and it seems like we're losing a lot of calves,3

maybe about four (4) or five (5), six (6).  We -- we'll4

be losing a lot of caribou, especially with the ones that5

are -- have collar.  6

And the -- when the woman have babies,7

maybe it's a -- it is the same thing with the animal.  If8

they're sick, there's no animal -- there's no hospital9

for animal.  And until the animal gets better would that10

animal be in the hospital?  And this is not right.11

And I will speak my mind as to what I wish12

to say.  There used to be a lot of caribou, we used to13

use dog teams, a lot of people, but we never -- the14

caribou never decline.  And for other people, they don't15

support them, and -- and we –- we don't want other people16

to make decision for us.  We cannot treat each other like17

that.  18

And for the future generation, we have to19

make the right decision for them.  And we can't have20

other people come -- come to -- into our land and hunt,21

and they cause problems for us.  And I left -- there's --22

I -- I had witnessed that -- how they treat the animal23

and -- and it's not good.  And we cannot just kill24

animals just for money.  They're come to our land and we25
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lose a lot of caribou hide and also animals, and that's1

not good at all.2

And even getting their tags -- the tags3

that they're given, maybe they kill more than what they4

were given.  Maybe -- maybe that's why they had declined. 5

Maybe that's a reason why.6

And in -- in the old days when they used7

to hunt -- in May, that's when all the female caribou go8

back to their calving grounds.  In May.  They don't9

usually kill the –- the female caribou.  And then the10

bull caribou leave after them.  And they -- and they11

killed -- well, they monitor all that.  That's how they12

used to kill the caribou.  13

Right now the bull caribou, I don't like14

the way they tre -- they've been treated.  When they --15

they brought the caribou back with a clean -- about this16

month, and the caribou hide, it's not so important to us17

because there's -- we just make sinew out of it.  That's18

how it is.  19

When the woman that had spoken, he -- she20

is right when she mentioned about the tent.  In fall21

time, there's hardly anything.  Everything is clean. 22

Everything is like this.  That's how they ma -- they used23

to make tents.24

And in November the caribou hide is good25



Page 98

because it is all cleaned up.  We are -- we know that –-1

the woman that spoke about it, she is very accurate.  I2

was thinking that I want us to work the way we used to3

work in the past and I don't want us to hunt and --4

through a plane.  And I want us to travel how we used to5

travel in the past, through canoe and all that.  6

And caribou is very important to us.  And7

in our country, even though to grow something like8

vegetables or anything, it will not grow if (sic) God had9

given us all these things.  10

In June and all the -- all the branches. 11

There's water.  God cre -- had created all that for us,12

all the sticks there's -- all get wet.  Everything get13

renewed through water and everything's provided for the14

animal, and it's been renewed so that the animal would15

have something to eat, and we don't want anything to be16

changed.17

I am hoping that -- how the Elders used to18

be -- had relied on the animals.  And in May, when the19

caribou travel, that's when we -- it's good to take the20

meat.  We do depend on food.  We relied a lot on country21

food.22

I don't –- I want you to think about all23

these.  And we love our –- our Creator and we have to24

work well together.  That's why God has put us on this25
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Earth.1

And the Elders knew ahead of time, they2

knew what was going to happen in the future.  That's why3

they had made decision like this, and today we are s –-4

self-government now and we want everything to operate5

success –- successfully.  And we have to care about one6

another and work well together.  7

And I, therefore, thank you for giving me8

the opportunity.  This is all I will say for right --9

right now.  Thank you.10

11

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)12

13

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)14

15

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   Thank you16

for speaking.  I think some of the Elders wa –- wants to17

speak, but we'll have lunch and then we'll come back at18

1:00.19

We're running short on time, so after20

lunch we'll get one (1) or two (2) Elders to speak to us21

and then -- we'll take a break for lunch right now. 22

Thank you.23

24

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)25
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--- Upon recessing at 12:25 p.m.1

--- Upon resuming at 1:07 p.m.2

3

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   Take your4

seat.  Start again at -- we're late five (5) or six (6)5

minutes.  I think we still have about a couple of hours,6

or maybe more, a couple -- maybe three (3).  Bertha, I7

guess we'll hear the Elders who are there, and then if8

it's really -- they're having the fifteen (15) minutes,9

maybe five (5) minutes each one, and five (5) minutes for10

wrap up of Tlicho Elders?11

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   Okay, the next12

Elder to speak is Francis Williah from Behchoko.  13

ELDER FRANCIS WILLIAH:   (DOGRIB SPOKEN).14

15

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)16

17

ELDER FRANCIS WILLIAH:   We must give you18

support.  There's a lot of things that we don't19

necessarily have to speak about when it's not very20

important.  Our Elders are the ones that -- are the ones21

that are leading this conference.22

To me, there's a lot of young people in23

the room.  And so, right now, we're talking about24

caribou, so thank you for letting me speak.  25



Page 101

Caribou is very important to -- to our1

people.  Our people work very hard to hunt for caribou in2

the past.  So that's how our people have still maintained3

to go hunting.  When they hunt, they shared their food. 4

Because there were no stores to go shopping from, people5

supported one another, and that's how our people6

survived.7

And this is a story, and these stories are8

all factual stories.  I've seen many old people in my9

life, and they've all told me all the hardships in -- in10

their lifetime, not only for meat -- not only for meat,11

but if you look at how I'm dressed, I'm wearing a moose12

hide jacket.  Even though it wasn't all decorated with13

beads in the past, we still used clothing of hides.  We14

used for blankets.  We use it for tepees.  Everything15

that we use for clothing, for moccasins.16

Because it was so cold, we had outside17

warm clothes, and we had inside warm clothes, and that is18

why we especially appreciate the caribou.  Today, when we19

speak about caribou we have to listen to one another,20

listen to good advice and support one another on those21

good advice.22

We can't just alone make a decision.  That23

kind of way to work would be wrong.  Our Elders are the24

ones that you need to listen to and support them.  And so25
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we're not given a lot of time to speak, but -- but I was1

just given five (5) minutes.2

What if we're only given five (5) minutes3

in our lifetime to speak about caribou, and that's all4

we're given?  What will happen then?  5

And so we're just talking specifically6

about caribou.  And our Elders, we need to continue to7

support them because they're the ones that are advising8

us.  You are speaking from paper.  You're speaking from9

information you gathered on paper, but all the10

information that our Elders have maintained over the11

years, we need to support them.12

And so I will speak just -- just for a13

short time.  Thank you.        14

15

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)16

17

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   The next Elder18

to speak is Romie Wetrade from Behchoko.19

20

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)21

22

ELDER ROMIE WETRADE:   Yes, thank you. 23

You have given me the privilege to speak to you.  I'm24

very pleased with that.  What are we supposed to do?25
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We speak, we talk about things that so we1

can find resolve, find a way we can become better for us. 2

There's actually nothing else to do.  3

We have our Creator to look after us. 4

He's in charge of the animal we have when we talk about5

the animal.  The Elders, we -- as Elders we have deep6

thoughts on this.7

What did we did so wrong that the animal8

has diminished?  We rely on the animal.  Why did our9

Creator do this?  And the people who are talking about10

the caribou the animal was given to us by our Creator.11

He put them upon earth for us.  We don't12

feed them, we don't raise them, we don't tell them where13

to go but people rely on this source for food.  And He's14

in charge of the animals and that's how the animal15

migrate towards our -- our area.16

Well, I know that animals be travelling17

back to the barren land now.  We know the calve is quite18

large.  We depend this for our livelihood when it come to19

our area then our Creator does that for us.  We do know20

where the calving area is, when they go there.21

Once the calves are big enough, when their22

-- their hooves are ready, they'll be coming back to our23

area.  Why do they do that?  Why do they crawl to us? 24

Who asked you to do that to animal?  I'm sure there's25
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something that make it do that.  1

We are not in charge of the plants.  The2

plants will be sprouting very soon.  Animal depends on3

the plants the entire year.  It would -- it would live on4

the plants for the entire year and through the winter. 5

We are not in charge of this.  Our Creator does that for6

us.7

We don't know why it's -- why it's --8

there's multiply of animals and why it's diminishing.  We9

need to be cautious of what we say and be -- and to say10

to each other and to work together.  That's the reason11

why we have all the leaders, Intervenors, everybody here12

who should support each other.13

We will ask each other questions.  There14

are two (2) choices.  One to say "No," one to say "Yes". 15

We all have to pitch in and help each other.  We have to16

find a way we can resolve our problem here.17

We don't need any argumentative words. 18

Even myself there are -- I am quite old, I have seen and19

witnessed how my -- my parents, their parents had worked20

it, how they had worked with the animals.21

I've heard so many things and which I22

still recall today.  With this, many people have spoken23

about this.  I acknowledge what they have said.  These24

are livelihood for our ancestors or our late parents. 25
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They have relied on this animal.  1

There are people who had spoken about2

this.  I acknowledge what they have said.  This is the3

most important thing and we think about it.4

I don't speak the English language.  I do5

not read.  The white people don't tell them how to live. 6

I have based my life upon what I've learned from my7

ancestors and my late parents.  This is what I'm saying8

here.  9

Much like tomorrow I'm sure that people10

will gather again.  Based on what the ancestors has11

stated and our late parents have said, we will never de -12

- deal with this, we will always retain their words. 13

Because of this they have achieved so much for us.  14

Like you are all sitting here at the15

table.  We didn't have to buy this.  Our ancestors picked16

this for us.  They have built for us with the decision17

they have made, the rules that have built for us.18

We didn't have to suffer as much as our19

Elders.  Their words are still strong with us, we will20

retain it, we will work according to -- to their ways of21

life. 22

Being personally -- personally, what can23

we do?  And also without the spiritual needs we can't do24

nothing much.  We are teaching each other things here. 25
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It's not only today.  I'm -- also for the future when our1

grandchildren, our children and their grandchildren --2

our grandchildren are -- are here they will be utilizing3

what we have for them. When we talk about the animals,4

yes, I had a serious thought about this.  This is what5

I'm talking about.  In the future, until the day that we6

pass on, we will continue to make use of that animal.  7

Today we have to be cautious.  We need to8

find solution together.  This is all I can share with you9

at this time. 10

11

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)12

13

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   Thank you. 14

(DOGRIB SPOKEN) might not have all the time to hear them. 15

So what we've done is added their names to the pubic --16

for -- for the public listing tonight.  17

And so we've got Elders Pierre Beaverho,18

Louis Zoe, Jimmy Kodzin, Jimmy Martin, Madeline19

Champlain, and Harry Apples, listed for -- for speaking20

tonight.  So they'll be part of that presentation. 21

That's concludes the Tlicho Government22

Presentation, and mahsi.23

24

QUESTION PERIOD:  25
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CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay. 1

Thank you very much.  Is there any -- you don't have any2

wrap-up statement or anything?3

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   No.  We have4

Friday to conclude, as well. 5

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Excellent. 6

Thank you.  Excuse me, it's Grant Pryznyk, Co-Chair.  I7

apologize to our transcriber again. 8

Right now we have a one (1) hour question9

period for the Tlicho Government.  The order will be10

starting with ENR as the first people to provide11

questions to the Tlicho Government. 12

MR. ERNIE CAMPBELL:   Ernie Campbell for13

ENR, we have no questions. 14

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay. 15

Thank you very much, Ernie.  The second -- the next one16

in order is Anne Gunn, a technical expert.  Anne, do you17

have any questions?18

DR. ANNE GUNN:   Mr. Co-Chair, I have no19

questions.  Thank you. 20

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay. 21

Thank you very much.  Next one is John Andre.  Mr. Andre,22

do you have any questions?23

MR. JOHN ANDRE:   I have no questions. 24

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Boyd25
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Warner of Bathurst Inlet Developments. 1

MR. BOYD WARNER:   Boyd Warner, and no, I2

have no question.  Thank you. 3

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Barry4

Taylor from Arctic Safaris. 5

MR. BARRY TAYLOR:   Barry Taylor.  I do6

have one (1) question.  To the government there has been7

very little mention, except for questions 4 and 5.  I was8

wondering how your people arrived at the res -- response,9

mainly to number 5, over the cow caribou harvest and a10

possible reduction there and taking more bulls. 11

I was wondering how -- how your people12

felt here.  It hasn't been mentioned this morning here. 13

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   Mr. Chair, we --14

we didn't get that question.  We can't hear it. 15

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay. 16

Barry, can you ask the question one more time please? 17

Thank you. 18

MR. BARRY TAYLOR:   Yes.  Earlier there19

was a brief discussion of number -- questions 4 and 5,20

but there was no real rebuttal on the question of21

lowering the harvest of cows or female caribou and22

substituting that possibly with more mature bulls. 23

I'm just wondering why, since it is one of24

the topics here, it wasn't discussed, or what the25
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feelings of you people were on reducing the cow harvest1

some? 2

3

(BRIEF PAUSE) 4

5

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   Okay.  Can -- we6

-- we need for him to clarify that question, we can't7

hear him.  But is he asking how Tlicho Government arrived8

at their recommendation on number 4 and 5?  Is that his9

question?10

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Mr.11

Taylor, is that your question?12

MR. BARRY TAYLOR:   Barry Taylor.  No.  In13

our copy here, number 4, the response from the Tlicho14

Government said no restrictions on the female harvest. 15

That had been suggested by ENR.  16

I was wondering how you had arrived at17

that and how your people felt about it also?18

19

(BRIEF PAUSE) 20

21

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   Thank You. 22

Bertha Rabesca Zoe.23

The recommendation that the Tlicho24

Government has made in that proposal under number 4, a25



Page 110

workshop was held in Gameti in October of last year where1

Tlicho Government brought in Elders and harvesters to2

discuss these particular -- these -- particularly these3

two (2) numbers, number 4 and 5, because Tlicho4

Government knew that would be an issue for Elders and5

harvesters, as well.6

The other issue that was discussed was the7

no-collar, the -- or the -- the collaring that ENR wanted8

to put in this proposal.  But on number 4, the Elders9

talk for three (3) days about -- about the issue -- the10

propose that ENR has put forward.  And it's not a new11

issue.  This issue was also dealt with before, two (2)12

years ago when we were in front of this Board on -- on13

this similar issue.  14

And so the Elders talk for three (3) days15

on whether harvesting of female Bathurst should be16

restricted.  And so they feel that there should be no17

restrictions put on -- on the Tlicho on the harvesting of18

the -- of the -- of the cows.  The Elders feel very19

strongly, based on the knowledge that they've shared with20

us about the im -- the importance that the harv --21

harvest of cows play in their su -- substanance -- their22

-- their food diet.23

And so, again, this is a -- a24

continuation.  This is what we need to continue25
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discussing, that it's not something that we have fully1

completed, as -- as John B. Zoe was telling -- was saying2

in his presentation that this is the -- these are the two3

(2) areas that Tlicho Government feels very strongly that4

needs to be still fleshed out with -- with ENR.5

And so I hope that's the answer that Mr.6

Taylor is looking for.  Mahsi. 7

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Mr.8

Taylor...?9

MR. BARRY TAYLOR:   Thank you.  I un -- I10

understand that and I can accept that, but I was11

wondering if you could give me, say, the background or12

the reasoning behind their decisions.  13

I under -- understand it has been14

traditions, and I sympathize with the Elders, but it's15

similar to us when we're talking -- we're trying to keep16

caribou for our children, and our great-grandchildren,17

and many other generations.  Every time we remove a cow18

caribou, that's one (1) less generation for the caribou,19

also for our children. 20

And I'm just wondering what -- what their21

background or reasoning was that we couldn't take a bull22

instead of a cow possibly, we'd have to discriminate what23

we took, and what the reasoning was of the foundation or24

the reasonings that they gave for this decision.25
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1

(BRIEF PAUSE)2

3

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   Again, I think4

he's repeating the question that he asked earlier, but5

the answer again is that the Elders talked a lot about6

why cows shouldn't be restricted.7

We're not able to answer what he's saying8

because we feel that we still need to continue having9

that discussion with ENR on -- on numbers 4 and 5.10

Because it is a very huge gap, ENR is11

saying that there should be full restriction on the -- on12

the Bathurst cows harvesting, and Tlicho Government is13

saying no restrictions.14

And so, again, the Elders feel very15

strongly because they rely on the -- the food that the16

cows provide for them during the spring hunt.  Mahsi.17

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay,18

thank you, Ms. Rabesca Zoe.  19

Yellowknives Dene First Nation, Mr. Slack,20

Mr. Sangris, any questions at all?21

CHIEF EDWARD SANGRIS:   No further22

question at this time.  Thank you.  Chief Edward Sangris,23

Yellowknife Dene.24

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay,25
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Grant Pryznyk, Co-Chair.  City of Yellowknife, Mayor1

Gordon Van Tighem, or a representative from the city of2

Yellowknife, it's your turn for questions.  There's no3

one here.  4

Karen McMaster, your turn for questions,5

please.6

MS. KAREN MCMASTER:   I do.  Thank you,7

Mr. Chairs.  I might have actually a few questions.  My8

first question is whether or not the Tlicho was aware of9

the five hundred (500) caribou harvest that ENR was10

suggesting prior to this past week?11

12

(BRIEF PAUSE)13

14

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   Bertha Rabesca15

Zoe.  We had the information at least a day before.  The16

information was posted on the website when -- when17

everybody was required to post their -- their18

submissions.  Mahsi.19

Mr. Chair, just to add, we were aware, but20

we've never had the time to have a discussion on it.21

MS. KAREN MCMASTER:   Thank you.  In terms22

of the caribou numbers, could you please, if you -- if23

you can, provide some sort of feedback with respect to24

ENR's numbers.  Are they -- I know it's -- it's25
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difficult, if not impossible, for -- for everyone to1

estimate, but I guess part of the confusion that I found2

personally, and -- and just by way of background, I'm3

just on my own here, because I care about the process, I4

care about the caribou, I care about the people, and I'd5

like to see good decisions made.  So I've spent a lot of6

time, like three (3) months, looking at information and7

I've almost dedicated my life in the last three (3)8

months to this issue.9

And I -- I am wondering what the Tlicho's10

estimate is of the caribou that are out there.  And the11

reason I'm asking is that in a lot of proceedings when12

they're commenced, a lot of information is given to13

Intervenors at the beginning when a joint proposal is14

signed, so that a joint proposal is clear about what the15

parties are putting forward so that Intervenors can16

conduct information or obtain information and do some17

research and -- and try and -- and participate in a18

meaningful way in a proceeding.19

And ENR has put forward their estimate of20

the caribou population.  And I guess personally for21

myself, I was very confused.  I assumed because the22

Tlicho have never disagreed with that number that you too23

have agreed that the numbers are in the thirty thousand24

(30,000) count.25
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And to me if the numbers are at thirty1

thousand (30,000) then we might be in some real2

difficulty.  If they're not then there's some opportunity3

to find some solutions.  4

So my question would be, is the Tlicho in5

the same ballpark as ENR in terms of these numbers?6

7

(BRIEF PAUSE)8

 9

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   Bertha Rabesca10

Zoe.  As -- as Chief Alfonz was saying in -- in his11

presentation, it's not a question of the numbers.  We're12

not saying the numbers aren't relevant but whether it's13

thirty-one thousand (31,000), twenty-one thousand14

(21,000), forty-one thousand (41,000), there is a general15

acknowledgement that there is a decline.16

And so the -- the premise or -- that17

Tlicho Government is working with is that precautionary18

principles is what needs to be exercised here, and along19

with that, conservation.  And so as some of the20

Intervenors were saying that the, you know, they're --21

they're questioning the numbers and they're saying that22

these numbers are flawed.23

I think precautionary principles calls for24

taking precaution even the absence of -- in the absence25
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of perfect science.  And so with that, that's the1

principles that the Tlicho Government is operating under.2

And so, again, this is ongoing work that3

the Tlicho Government is proposing to -- to work further4

on with ENR.  Mahsi.5

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Thank you6

very much, Ms. McMaster.  7

North Slave Metis Alliance...?  Any8

questions from North Slave Metis Alliance?  9

Mr. Knutsan, NWT Wildlife Federation.10

MR. MARTIN KNUTSAN:   Thank you, Mr.11

Chairman.  It's Martin Knutsan, NWT Wildlife Federation. 12

First of all, I'd like to thank the Tlicho Government for13

their address this morning, the Chiefs that have come14

forward, as well as the Elders.  15

A number of them have stated this morning16

that they would like to work with all the stakeholders17

involved in this caribou issue.  That being said, should18

the Board recommend a total allowable harvest?  Is the19

Tlicho Government prepared to share that harvest with the20

resident hunters?21

22

(BRIEF PAUSE)23

 24

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   Bertha Rabesca25
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Zoe.  Total allowable harvest, there's pretty -- the --1

the Tlicho agreement talks specifically about how that's2

to be dealt with, and I -- and that's not an issue before3

the Board.  And if we are going to be discussing that,4

then there's a process for that.  Mahsi.5

MR. MARTIN KNUTSAN:   Martin Knutsan, NWT6

Wildlife Federation.  I would suggest that -- that this7

is what this Hearing is -- is totally about.  It is about8

the -- the harvest of caribou for all parties, both9

resident hunters, outfitters, Aboriginal peoples.10

And I -- I would like the question to be11

asked, please, because it is going to determine the --12

the outcome of this -- of this Hearing.13

14

(BRIEF PAUSE)15

16

MS. BERTHA RABESCA ZOE:   Bertha Rabesca17

Zoe.  Again, the Tlicho agreement is pretty specific18

about allocation of -- of when it comes to total19

allowable harvesting.  Priority of allocations is clearly20

stated in there.  21

And, also, again, going back to what I was22

saying previously about needing to work out an23

arrangement with ENR on -- on specifically items 4 and 5,24

on -- on how much harvesting, again, going back to Karen25
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McMaster's question about when did we know about the five1

hundred (500), again, we never really had a chance to2

talk about that in -- that internally.  So that's still3

something that Tlicho Government still wishes to discuss. 4

Mahsi.5

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay,6

thank you very, Mr. Knutsan.  7

I'll move on down to Jenni Bruce of NWT8

Tourism.  NWT Tourism, any questions?9

MR. MARTIN KNUTSAN:   Excuse me, Mr.10

Chairman.  As you mentioned to me yesterday, if -- if11

questions -- again, we did -- I did not get a specific12

answer to the question as put forward, and I would like13

to push the Tlicho Government for an answer to that14

question. 15

It's a simple "Yes" or "No" answer.16

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Mr.17

Knutsan, what we'll do is we'll go around and pass18

through everybody one (1) more time, and you can ask it19

one (1) more time, if you wish.  20

Jenni Bruce, NWT Tourism.  No one here.  21

Peterson's Point Lake Lodge, any questions22

at all?23

MS. AMANDA PETERSON:   No, no questions at24

this time.25
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CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Thank you. 1

Bob Turner, David Livingstone.  Bob Turner, David2

Livingstone, any questions?  None from them.  3

Rabesca's Resources, Joyce, any questions4

at all?5

MS. JOYCE RABESCA:   Joyce Rabesca.  No6

questions at this time.  Thank you.7

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay.  All8

right, let's start at the top again.  ENR, any questions?9

MR. ERNIE CAMPBELL:   Ernie Campbell, ENR. 10

No questions.11

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay,12

thank you.  Anne Gunn, any questions from you?13

DR. ANNE GUNN:   Anne Gunn.  Thank you,14

Mr. Co-Chair.  No questions.15

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay,16

thank you.  John Andre, Shoshone Wilderness...?  17

MR. JOHN ANDRE:   Yes.  John Andre,18

Intervenor.  Ms. Zoe, you cited the precautionary19

principle, but it would appear that -- that in your --20

the proposal, that you're applying the precautionary21

principle to the resident and the non-resident hunters,22

but not to the First Nations.  Is that accurate?23

24

(BRIEF PAUSE)25
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MR. ARTHUR PAPE:   Arthur Pape, Mr.1

Chairman, for the Tlicho Government.2

Of course, that's not the approach to the3

precautionary principle that the Tlicho Government is4

putting forward.  It's been said, I understand, several5

times this morning when I wasn't here and it's been said6

several times since I have been here, that the Tlicho7

Government is continuing its analysis of the state of the8

decline of the herd and what should be done.  9

It wants to continue the discussions with10

ENR.  It's listening to all the evidence from experts11

here and other parties.  And the -- the positions of --12

the final positions that should be in the management plan13

about harvesting is a work-in-progress.  And that's the14

Tlicho Government's position.  15

And it's -- nothing could be further from16

the truth than that -- than the idea that Mr. Andre has17

put forward, that the Tlicho Government is suggesting a18

precautionary principle in application to some people but19

not in a -- not in relation to others.20

The Tlicho Government witnesses, I know,21

have said time and time again their respect for the22

animals, their reliance on the animals, and their23

absolute dedication to properly applying the24

precautionary principle to the decisions that have to be25
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made about the management of the caribou.1

MR. JOHN ANDRE:   Thank you, Art.  No2

further questions.3

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Co-Chair4

Grant.  Thank you, Mr. Andre.  5

Mr. Warner of Bathurst Inlet Developments,6

any questions?7

MR. BOYD WARNER:   Boyd Warner.  No8

questions.9

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay,10

thank you very much.  Barry Taylor...?11

MR. BARRY TAYLOR:   Nothing further.12

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Thank you. 13

Yellowknives Dene First Nation, any questions at all this14

round?15

CHIEF EDWARD SANGRIS:   Chief Yellow --16

Edward Sangris from Yellowknife.  No questions.17

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay. 18

Thank you very much.19

City of Yellowknife?   No one here.  Karen20

McMaster...?21

MS. KAREN MCMASTER:   Thank you, Mr.22

Chairs.  I have two (2) questions and I'm -- I'm hoping23

that because we're going through these questions so24

quickly that I could take a bit of time and -- and -- and25
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receive a -- a few answers.1

I commend the Tlicho leadership and2

especially the Grand Chief for coming forward.  I'm not3

quite sure I've ever heard a presentation like that, and4

I was quite taken by it and quite -- quite pleased.  I5

thought it show -- showed a lot of foresight in terms of6

the future and in terms of leadership.  I think it's7

actually some of the most leadership I've seen in this8

whole caribou debate.9

The Grand Chief spoke about working with10

people and about taking leadership and about being role11

models for our future -- future generations, and that's12

the future generations of everyone in the NWT.  There are13

many people in the NWT who are on the land all the time. 14

I know my family is.  And kids hunt, kids are on the15

land, kids are protectors of the land and -- and most16

people in the NWT care  -- care very greatly about the17

environment.  We camp, we fish, we camp in the middle of18

winter just like everyone else.  19

I have two (2) questions:  The Grand Chief20

had indicated that he would like to work with all of the21

Intervenors at the table and I think that's where some of22

this confusion is coming from, because of the -- the23

statement, as I heard it, that there was a great desire24

to work with all the Intervenors so that we can come up25
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with a management plan that sticks, and that we're not1

fighting, and so that we are working together to come2

forward with a very productive process and a solid plan3

that works for everyone.4

And to me that seems to be the most5

valuable solution in the end, so that we're all in this6

together and we create cohesiveness within the community.7

And I'm just wondering if the Grand Chief8

might comment on that, please?9

10

(BRIEF PAUSE) 11

12

MR. JOHN B. ZOE:   Yes, there's a -- John13

B. Zoe, the Tlicho Government.  There's a lot of things14

said this morning, a lot of it is through interpretation. 15

And sometimes -- I know for a fact that some new issues16

that come up before Christmas that terminology was not17

worked out for.  18

You know, so it goes back to some of the19

things that I was talking about this morning about this20

renewed process for working out some of these unresolved21

issues.  And, yes, there are five (5) points in front of22

the Board that they're considering in this Hearing and23

the first three (3) is the one that has a direct impact24

with that table over there.  And the representative for25
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that table through governance or decision making realm1

that they have is with the GNWT.  2

And what we have is a large influence on3

number 4 and 5, which we're thinking about working out4

with our Elders to ensure that the terminology used is5

very clear on what is meant by restriction, what is meant6

by conservation; that we need to work out these things7

with them.  8

And -- and we wanted to do it in -- in a9

time frame that is acceptable even though it might be10

tight, but it still has to be with an oversight of the11

Board because this joint proposal was put together by the12

Tlicho Government and GNWT.  And so those questions that13

are in there, some would require consultation on our14

part, and we're only keying on -- on two (2) so far15

because that's part of the proposal that we're not quite16

comfortable with.  And so we were concentrating on that17

and that requires us to go back and sit down with out18

Elders and to flesh it out and bring it back to ENR so19

that it's still within the realm of the proposal that's20

put forth in front of the -- the Board. 21

So I'm not sure if I answered the -- the22

question, maybe in a roundabout way.  But I -- I think in23

taking leadership -- in taking leadership, a lot of24

things were said this morning by the presenters here that25
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we're operating on the basis of strong like two (2)1

people, meaning that we need to go beyond ourselves.  2

But in making that sta -- statement we3

need to stand on the route that we're coming from so that4

we can expand from there.  But the reality says that5

there are some jurisdictions that GNWT still has and some6

influences that we have in the agreement and we're trying7

to bring those two (2) things together.  8

And so a lot of these questions on how --9

how you'll be brought into this big fold is really with -10

- rests with -- or the question should be going to GNWT. 11

Mahsi. 12

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Ms.13

McMaster...? 14

MS. KAREN MCMASTER:   Please, just one (1)15

short question, please.  And I -- I'm hoping that this16

might be helpful to the Board and perhaps all the Boards17

in the NWT and -- and elsewhere. 18

In terms of working together and obtaining19

the best information and these types of reviews, I have20

seen and I've heard in the last -- just a couple of weeks21

actually, with respect to caribou meetings for the -- the22

woodland caribou, that the concept of community knowledge23

is increasingly a concept that's being used in review24

processes. 25
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And I'm just asking if the Tlicho1

Government and ENR, and also the Board, if they might2

consider this type of information in -- in the decision3

making process in the future.  4

As I said, there are many people that are5

out on the land, and a lot of community knowledge within6

a -- within an -- an environment or a community, whereby7

the best information can be obtained.  And I think8

there's very -- a lot of that valuable information that,9

in the NWT, that is getting lost with respect to the10

caribou.11

The information is not being used by the -12

- the parties, and I would ask the Board and both13

governments to consider this concept in future reviews,14

and this review -- review.  Thank you.15

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay. 16

Thank you very much.  17

Martin -- or sorry, North Slave Metis18

Alliance.  North Slave Metis Alliance, any questions?19

20

(BRIEF PAUSE)21

22

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   No23

response.  Mr. Knutsan, NWT Wildlife Federation...?24

MR. KNUTSAN:   Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 25
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Martin Knutsan, NWT Wildlife Federation.  1

Going back to my previous question about2

the -- the sharing of the resource, given that the3

resident hunters, I believe the last year's harvest4

numbers were around fifty-three (53) animals, it's -- it5

may be -- past records show it could be as high as a6

hundred and fifty (150) animals.  7

That this is a very insignificant amount,8

although ENR wouldn't admit to it yesterday openly, but9

scien -- science dictates that the -- the harvest of this10

many bull animals -- which we have been restricted to,11

we've gone from five (5) animals to two (2) animals,12

which are now bulls -- has zero (0) impact on pregnancy13

rates and survival rates of -- of herds.14

So I -- I go back to my question about the15

sharing the harvest with the resident hunters.  Seeing16

that there is no impact on future herd growth, is --17

would this decision be simply a political decision, or is18

it based on science and caribou futures?19

MR. PAPE:   Mr. Chairman, it's Arthur Pape20

speaking for the Tlicho Government.  Mr. -- Mr. Knutsan21

really doesn't seem to understand how the process works. 22

One doesn't get to say to a party, I'm asking you a23

simple question and I want a "Yes" or "No" answer,24

because if a party wants to say this is a complex25
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question with many factors involved, and there is no1

answer at this time to the question, that's the answer.2

And that's what's been said time and time3

again to Mr. Knutsan.  Mr. Knutsan asked the same kind of4

question yesterday to ENR officials, and they said you5

can't break out one (1) factor and ask about its impact,6

and then ask about the position on it, because it's one7

(1) factor of many factors that make up management8

decisions.  9

And the same thing is what has been said10

here.  Ms. Zoe said it twice to Mr. Knutsan, that these11

are issues that are still in review, and still under12

discussion, and still unresolved, and the question is way13

ahead of itself.  And so there is no Tlicho Government14

position in response to Mr. Knutsan's question, and there15

is no Tlicho Government position because it's one (1)16

aspect of a complex series of issues that make up17

management decisions that haven't yet been resolved.18

And the Tlicho Government has said many19

times this morning, and in its written presentation, that20

it's not coming into the Hearing in a positional way. 21

It's coming into the Hearing clarifying its interests,22

clarifying that it has a role to play, that it23

tremendously deeply values the proper process that was --24

that is required by the Tlicho Agreement, and -- and that25
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that process is still in development and hasn't been1

completed.2

And it's only through that process being3

properly worked through that the answers to all these4

questions will come out in a way that Tlicho Government5

will agree with and support.6

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay. 7

Thank you, Mr. Knutsan.  8

Jenni Bruce, NWT Tourism...?  No response,9

no one here.  10

Peterson's Point Lake Lodge, any questions11

from you this round?12

MS. AMANDA PETERSON:   Amanda Peterson,13

no, thank you.14

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay. 15

Thank you very much.  Bob Turner, David Livingstone, any16

questions?  None here.  17

Joyce Rabesca from Rabesca's Resources...?18

MS. JOYCE RABESCA:   Joyce Rabesca here. 19

No questions.  Thank you.20

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay. 21

Thank you very much.  It's time to go to legal counsel22

and Mr. Donihee.23

MR. JOHN DONIHEE:   John Donihee, Board24

counsel.  Mr. Chairman, I think I'm the only one at this25
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table with some questions.1

The question that I have really relates to2

the proposal made by Mr. Zoe for an adjournment and the3

discussion that's gone on as a result of the question4

since.5

Is it -- would it be fair to say that what6

the Tlicho Government is proposing is an adjournment7

that's limited to the providing the opportunity for8

further discussion of the two (2) items, 4 and 5 that --9

for which there's no agreement between the Tlicho10

Government and the -- the ENR?11

And I guess -- so is that what you're12

talking about?  And is the adjournment you're talking13

about limited to those management items only?14

MR. ARTHUR PAPE:   Arthur Pape, Mr.15

Chairman.  The -- the introduction that was given and the16

presentation that was filed with the Board made it clear17

that there -- that those are very fundamental and18

important unresolved issues, but that there are other19

issues that have been raised by other parties and20

Intervenors that have never had a chance to be fully21

discussed in the development of the joint proposal; and22

that by the time the Hearing is finished we should all23

have learned a lot more about those issues.  24

And so it's possible that during the25
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adjournment, the renewed process would result in some1

additional aspects being jointly proposed for the2

management plan for the coming period.3

And there's nothing new in what I'm4

saying, Mr. Chairman.  That's in the -- that's in the5

material that the Tlicho Government filed and is on the6

Board's website.7

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Thank you. 8

Mr. Donihee...?9

MR. JOHN DONIHEE:   Thank you, Mr.10

Chairman.  John Donihee for the Board.  Now given that11

response, sir, I wonder then it -- it seems fairly clear12

that if the pro -- if the process is opened up and there13

are going to be matters raised by other parties14

considered, that the process is going to have to be an15

inclusive one and that it's going to involve more than16

the Tlicho Government and the Government of the Northwest17

Territories.18

Is that fair?19

MR. ARTHUR PAPE:   Arthur Pape, Mr.20

Chairman.  Again, I'm only giving a legal perspective on21

this.  The -- the proposal that was jointly put before22

the Board was the result of a whole number of different23

processes that went on, but that the centre piece -- the24

centre piece process were the discussions between Tlicho25
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Government and ENR.  1

Both parties were, of course, engaged in2

internal discussions and discussions with others as they3

went through that process, but no formal process was4

created to involve others in the development of that5

proposal or its consideration except the processes that6

this Board put into place.7

And, ultimately, this Hearing is the major8

process for all the many parties and interested persons9

to learn about the processes to understand them better,10

to make their comments and make their contributions.11

So the concept that's being suggested by12

the Tlicho Government of an adjournment for a brief13

period of time perhaps with some oversight by the Board14

to ensure that the process is moving well is really a --15

a proposal for a renewal of the original process, the16

centrepiece of which was discussions between ENR and17

Tlicho Government.18

And it's suggested that that process be19

renewed, perhaps refurbished somewhat, and perhaps better20

supported than it was before, and as I said, perhaps with21

some Board oversight to ensure the process is moving22

well, and sticking to a timeline that the Board23

ultimately thinks would be appropriate and practical.24

Whether or not there should be other25
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mechanisms for ensuring that the best contributions1

available have been brought into the process is something2

that naturally the parties would consider as they go3

through their discussions.4

And ultimately, whether or not the output5

from that renewed process, an amended joint proposal,6

that would, of course, need to come back to the Board for7

some kind of review, through some kind of public process,8

and exactly what that would need to look like is9

something the Board would need to consider, and might10

depend to some extent, how much the product of that11

renewed process differs from what we had at the start of12

this Hearing.13

So that's a long way of saying, Mr. Co-14

Chair, that the centrepiece procedural request that the15

Tlicho Government is making, as they made clear in16

writing, is that there be an opportunity to renew the17

process that took place before this Hearing began, in the18

hopes that on the basis of all the good work that's come19

into this Hearing, and all the good information that's20

being exchanged during the Hearing, that as a result of21

all that, and the greater appreciation of all the issues22

that always comes out of this kind of hearing process,23

the -- the hope is that that would lead to a renewed24

joint government-to-government process that would lead to25
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a better management plan than is available to you right1

now, and one with, hopefully, the concurrence of those2

two (2) parties.3

And it's just assumed that out of that4

will come -- and as part of that there will be some5

appropriate mechanisms for ensuring appropriate6

involvement of others.  And I know that's the Board's job7

to do, as well.8

MR. JOHN DONIHEE:   Thank you, Mr.9

Chairman.  John Donihee.  Thank you for that.  10

I have a much better understanding of what11

Tlicho Government's proposing.  I guess my -- the12

question that arises then really is, given that the13

fundamental areas of disagreement between Tlicho14

Government and GNWT over the Wildlife Management Proposal15

have persisted since 2006/'07, when the last Wildlife16

Management Proposal came forward, you know, do you have17

any basis for confidence, based on discussions with GNWT18

or otherwise, that you may be able to make a breakthrough19

and deal with these issues in a reasonably short order?20

MR. PAPE:   Arthur Pape.  Mr. Chairman, my21

client, the Tlicho Government, continues to be a -- a22

very committed believer in the mechanisms that are23

developed through the Tlicho Agreement.  And they're a24

great believer in the possibility of governing parties25
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doing the right thing when they finally need to do it.1

So there's no assurances that you can be2

given right now, that the discussions have gone on and3

you can bet on the outcome, because that's not where4

things stand.  But part of the reasoning behind the5

Tlicho Government request, as they said in their written6

presentation to the Board, is that it's obvious and7

increasingly obvious that, as Ms. Rabesca Zoe said, the8

precautionary principle needs to be applied, difficult9

decisions need to be made, and time for making them is10

running out.11

And as Anne Gunn, the Board's own12

consultant, has said in her independent submission to the13

Board, a collaborative proposal will be a better proposal14

because it will be a wiser proposal.  And a collaborative15

proposal will be a better proposal because it has a16

better chance of being effectively implemented because17

more than one party is required to implement these kinds18

of proposals.19

So the Tlicho Government says all this not20

because the work has been done.  They make this request21

because the work needs to be done and they believe that22

ENR and the Tlicho Government can rise to the challenge.23

MR. JOHN DONIHEE:   John Donihee.  Thank24

you very much, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you, Grand Chief. 25
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And those are my questions.1

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Thank you,2

gentlemen.  Now for Board questions.  3

Charlie, any questions from you?4

MR. CHARLIE RABESCA:   Charlie Rabesca,5

Renewable Board.  I have no question.6

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Thank you7

very much.  Joseph Judas...?8

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   No, I don't9

have any questions.10

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Bruce11

MacDonald...?12

MR. BRUCE MACDONALD:   Thank you, Mr.13

Chairman.  Bruce MacDonald, Board Member, no questions.14

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Ray Case,15

Board Member...?16

MR. RAY CASE:   Thank you, Mr. Co-Chair. 17

Ray Case, Board Member.  No questions.18

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay. 19

Thank you very much.  It's Co-Chair Grant, I have no20

questions either.  Thank you very much for your21

presentation.22

Grand Chief Rabesca, you care to make a23

statement?24

GRAND CHIEF JOE RABESCA:   Thank you, Mr.25
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Co-Chair.  I just want to say a few things.  It's not a1

question to nobody.2

I just wanted to remind people in the3

audience is that this is different.  In the past, as4

Chiefs when we meet with the public we can say a lot of5

things in many different ways.6

But I find that as a Government, as you7

can see, some questions were directed at me, I could have8

responded but I got people going, as you can see.  As a9

Government, we have to work as a Government and we have10

to work as a team and that's all we've done.11

With the Chiefs and the members it's12

different.  So I've been involved for quite a while. 13

Like I said when I started, I sat over there and I'm over14

here now and it's different.  I -- I find it very15

different and, at times, difficult to make decision. 16

Everybody knows it's difficult to please everybody but17

that's just the way things are right now.18

We have to work and we have to be careful19

what we say and what we do and we have to be very20

cautious and especially in particular the issue of21

caribou.22

When I made my presentation I said exactly23

-- spoke from my heart, Mr. Chair, because I know what's24

out there.  I've been right up to the point of Contwoyto25
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Lake.  I drove up there from Yellowknife, Mr. Chair, took1

me fourteen (14) hours.2

Some of the Chiefs, the past Chiefs that3

came with me are here today and we know what it's like up4

there.  We didn't fly over it.  We were out on the land.5

We travelled by Ski-doo and one (1) dog6

team can be -- be -- and driving around those area7

because we need to see the -- the ground.  And some of8

the boys that are sitting beside you travelled with us9

too.10

And the other thing I wanted to say, Mr.11

Co-Chair, before we stop and end our presentation, is12

that the number that we're kicking around today, we need13

to know exactly, exactly, exactly the number.14

Right now it's not up there yet for me. 15

We need to know.  And I said in my presentation, that we16

want to be part of it and I want us -- to be noted with17

ENR that we have to be part of it.  If we continue to go18

the way we're going, ENR does it by themself, sometime19

the trust is not there.  20

How many of us in the north, living close21

to this herd that we're talking about, what's the number? 22

That's -- that's why there's so much confusion.  We need23

to know exactly.  If it's thirty-one (31), that's fine. 24

If it's twenty-one (21), that's fine.  We need to know25
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because we need to have a better plan or the plan will1

work for my people and work for anybody else around us. 2

That's very important.  We need to know because we have3

to build a plan. 4

Plans that they had worked probably ten5

(10), twenty (20) years ago, wouldn't work today.  Things6

change.  We need to go with the change.  And if we're7

going to or be left behind, and I don't want that.  We8

need to go with the change. 9

So if we have to come up with a plan, we10

can work that out.  I -- I just wanted to say that the11

numbers are still -- I'm not sure about it, but it really12

doesn't matter, but we need to work at it.  13

Like I said, Mr. Chair, I want to thank14

you for listening to us.  And the Intervenors, they --15

they listen and they understood where we're coming from. 16

Like I said, Mr. Chairman, we're not going to run away,17

we're going to be here, our kids will be here, you will18

be here, I will be here and you can make it a better19

North.  A good life -- wildlife act that we -- that's20

what we need to do.  We need to work together.  We can do21

it, we -- we can work together. 22

Some of the Elders, they've been around23

for many years.  You know, at meetings we say, Mr. Chair,24

we have one hundred (100) or two hundred (200) years of25
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experience in one (1) room.  Look around, we have.  What1

more can you ask?2

We put our heads together we can do a lot3

of good things.  All we got to do is understand each4

other.  They have to understand where we're coming from,5

and I will try to understand where they're coming from. 6

I will try to understand that if the numbers are thirty-7

one (31), I will try to understand it and live with it8

and do something so that the population can grow up, not9

destroy all of them and have nothing to talk about10

afterwards.  That's not what we want.  11

We want to preserve it for generations to12

come.  That's what I said in my presentation and I mean13

it because I'm speaking from my heart, and that's the way14

we speak.  With that, Mr. Chair, thank you very much. 15

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Mahsi,16

Grand Chief.  We're -- that's the -- the Tlicho17

Government's presentation.18

We're on to Anne -- Dr. Anne Gunn right19

now for her presentation. And her presentation is going20

to be thirty (30) minutes, after which time we'll take a21

break and then we'll have her question period for her22

presentation. 23

24

(BRIEF PAUSE) 25
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CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay. 1

Ladies and gentleman, Anne Gunn is ready to give her2

presentation, please.  Could we have order, please. 3

Thank you. 4

Ms. Gunn, the floor is yours. 5

6

PRESENTATION BY DR. ANNE GUNN:7

DR. ANNE GUNN:    Mr. Co-Chairman, thank8

you.  I would like to thank the Board for the invitation9

to undertake a technical -- is that better?  Have I got10

it now?  Good. 11

I would like to thank the Board for the12

opportunity to undertake a technical review for them.  I13

would also like to thank the -- the two (2) governments,14

ENR and the Tlicho Government, for the joint -- for the15

work they've put into the joint proposal and for their16

very thoughtful presentation.17

I'd also like to thank my fellow18

Intervenors.  We may not agree on everything but it19

certainly is thought provoking and it certainly provides20

the assurance to the Board that the data has been well21

looked at.22

So you asked me to review the joint23

proposal.  It's nine (9) management actions and the24

monitoring actions, and I have done that in a written25
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presentation to you.  You also asked that I give this1

presentation on the first -- on the five (5) management2

actions.  3

My presentation on the five (5) management4

actions is -- is divided -- I've divided it into three5

(3) parts.  First of all, I'm going to talk a bit about6

the means to increase, like how the recovery actions will7

increase adult survival for the caribou.  Then I'm going8

to offer some comments on the practicality of those9

actions and the risks of them.10

And then, in closing, and thirdly, I'll11

offer some comments on whether more is needed and what12

else can be done to ensure the recovery of the Bathurst13

herd.  14

There is, as has been mentioned, urgency15

to those recovery actions, given that ENR has stated that16

if hunting continues at the 2008-2009 levels, the herd17

could be eliminated in four (4) to five (5) years.18

Just to talk briefly about why -- how19

those management actions will increase adult survival,20

and why it follows from caribou ecology, caribou numbers21

are the balance between births, deaths, and22

emigration/immigration.  ENR's analysis show that23

immigration/emigration between the calving grounds are24

very small scale, just a small handful of in -- call it25
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individual cows, and that there is no net loss or gain. 1

So that leaves changes in caribou numbers as the balance2

between births and deaths.  However, I do recognize, in3

having said that the -- the relationship between the4

herds has been -- remains a concern for some Intervenors. 5

The reasons why management actions that6

increase caribou survival drive recovery are, firstly,7

that caribou are like -- like other similar mammals like8

red deer, big-horn sheep, in that all the research to9

date shows that their numbers are very sensitive to10

changes in female survival.11

There are two (2) reasons for that:  One12

is, obviously, it's the females that have the calves; but13

the other is that the larger share of a caribou herd is14

females; there's more females than males.  So the death15

rate or survival rate of females has a greater influence16

on caribou numbers.  So that means that management17

actions such as action -- proposed Action 4 to increase18

female survival will have a proportionately greater19

effect.20

The other reason why using hunting21

restrictions to manage caribou survival is -- is22

important is that it's the most practical and possible23

way to increase caribou numbers.  Pregnancy rates and24

calf survival are more dependant on a complex of25
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interactions but largely driven through weather.  And,1

obviously, we can't control the weather.  2

We know it has a large effect on caribou3

abundance.  We saw, in 2004, which was a particularly dry4

summer, that calf survival was reduced and pregnancy5

rates were reduced.  And there was other signs of the6

animals having reduced condition, for example, I -- I7

noticed that in Joyce Rabesca's intervention she talks8

about delayed shedding of the antler velvet by the bulls9

in that year.  And that's a sort of indicator that10

reflects poor condition of the animals.  So we know that11

weather, good -- I mean hot, dry summers, winters with12

icing, they have a big effect and we can't control those.13

But we can manage our own behaviour and14

increase adult survival.  Those are the -- increasing15

adult survival is obviously a short-term measure.  I16

mean, the proposal, the joint proposal does refer to17

longer term actions including protecting the calving18

grounds, education.  Those are really key to helping19

caribou over the longer term.20

When we look to other caribou herds and21

their management and their stewardship, we do see that22

increasing adult survival, one of the ways of doing it23

through -- is through hunting restrictions is -- is very24

commonly used and it's usually successful.25
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So this is the -- this is Alaska and the1

Yukon.  And I'm just going to briefly talk about the2

Teshapuk and the Central Arctic herd.  Most of you have3

probably heard of the Porcupine herd.  And then later in4

my presentation I'm going to talk about the Fortymile5

herd which is shared between people in the Yukon and6

Alaska.  7

The Central Arctic herd is an example of a8

herd where increasing adult survival through hunting9

restrictions is used to keep the herd increasing.10

This is the herd that is quite well known11

because it has the Prudhoe Bay oilfield on its calving12

ground.  And so to offset any effects of that, the13

management objective for the herd is to keep the harvest14

very low, to maintain a high rate of increase for that15

herd.16

Susan Fleck yesterday in -- in ENR's17

presentation talked about the use of hunting restrictions18

through total allowable harvests to stabilize the size of19

Cape Bathurst and Bluenose West herds.  And so I won't20

actually talk much more about that as she covered it.  21

But I do note that the level of harvest22

restrictions between the two (2) herds was different, and23

the reason for that is -- is there were two (2) sources24

of vulnerability for herds.  One is when they have a very25
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high rate of decline or the other is when they've reached1

very low numbers.2

Cape Bathurst had reached the low number3

of eighteen hundred (1,800) and so the restriction for4

harvesting was greater.  In fact, there was going to be5

no harvesting.6

Bluenose West hadn't -- the rate of7

decline hadn't accelerated and there was more caribou. 8

So it was possible to have some harvesting.  9

So the decisions about the amount, like10

the -- the severity of the restrictions to increase adult11

survival depend very much on the particular circumstance12

of the herd.13

So I've covered briefly why increasing14

survival will help recovery which is the proposed five15

(5) management actions.  16

I'm now going to talk about the17

practicality and the risks of those actions.  18

To some extent ENR's presentation19

yesterday removed some of the uncertainty that was in the20

proposal. 21

The proposal Actions 4 and 5 lacked some22

details.  ENR has now clarified that Action 5 refers to23

restrictions on younger bulls, like the bulls with24

antlers, rather than prime antlerless bulls.25
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There were still considerations when there1

might be a need for a lot more education, for example2

with taking younger bulls, that there might be an3

accidental take of -- of cows.  Inexperienced hunters4

might have difficulty distinguishing between antlered5

bulls and antlered cows if they're young, if the -- if6

the caribou are young. 7

Another point of clarification is that the8

proposal refers to when caribou with the different herds9

are mixed together whether that could lead to the10

accidental hunt of the Bathurst cows.  They talk about11

mobile hunting zones, and again, there's a lack of12

details into actually how those will be imp --13

implemented.  14

There's still uncertainty in Action 515

about how the limited number of bulls will actually be --16

how that limited number will be determined.  However, I17

suspect that in -- in a sense, the -- the lack of18

specific details, in fact, could be an advantage because19

it does leave room for -- for a collaborative approach to20

sort out those details. 21

A second comment on the -- on the proposed22

hunting restrictions Actions 1 to -- 1 to 3 will be23

reconsidered in three (3) years, in 2012, after a census. 24

I would suggest to you that this three (3) year time line25
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is unrealistic, and in fact, could put the herd -- could1

increase the risk for the herd.  2

The reason for this is that it's unlikely3

-- it's extremely unlikely that recovery will be4

sufficiently advanced in three (3) years that it would be5

detectable through the census.  The census likely can6

only detect changes of, say, between ten (10) and 157

percent of the estimate.  So although it's quite8

sensitive to tracking change, it does have limitations. 9

ENR, in an information req -- response to10

an information request stated that they're modelling11

carried out to date suggested that the closure of female12

harvesting would most likely result in a similar estimate13

to 2000 and -- 2009.  So in other words, the decline14

would have halted, but there wouldn't have been enough of15

a recovery to be detected. 16

The risk from waiting three (3) years, or17

possibly longer if the census failed, is that the Board18

and the co-managers would have no basis for knowing19

whether the recovery actions were working.  The risk of20

that is that you miss a continued decline, so you miss21

the chance to take more recovery action or whether, in22

fact, you can release some of the recovery action if23

you've got recovery underway.  So that is a risk.  The24

greater risk is -- is if you miss the chance to detect a25
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further decline. 1

My third comment on the risks of the2

management actions restricting hunting is that they then3

pass risk to the neighbouring herds.  The neighbouring4

herds for the Bathurst are the Ahiak and the Bluenose5

East.  Joint proposal Action 4 states: 6

"A careful and limited hunting of7

caribou females may be considered on8

those two (2) adjacent -- adjacent9

herds until a photo-census and a new10

population estimates obtained for those11

herd, which is scheduled for the summer12

of 2010. " 13

There is a risk -- well, first of all,14

there are no details specifying how that limited hunt15

would be determined and by whom.  Because these16

neighbouring herds are hunted by other communities and17

other co-management struct -- and are managed by other18

co-management structures.  So there are some questions to19

be answered there. 20

The proposal Action 4 also notes that21

consultation to explore avenues to provide financial22

support to hunters to access new hunting areas.  This is23

vague and it fails to address the cumulative affect of24

hunting the neighbouring herds. 25
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The joint proposal's Action 5 includes a1

recommendation to harvest Bluenose East and the Ahiak2

males in the fall using mobile harvesting zones which3

will be based on the seasonal distribution of the4

collared caribou.  5

Again, this is vague, there's no details6

on how this will be implemented in a practical sense.7

So just summarizing these last few points8

then, the effects of the restricted hunting will increase9

survival, on one (1) hand because it's based on caribou,10

ecology, it's practical, it would be effective, based on11

experience elsewhere.  On the other hand, the proposal12

lacks details about the implementation of those actions13

and those uncertainties raise the risk for the Bathurst14

and the neighbouring herds.15

One (1) -- I've started with -- I've16

started the review of -- of the proposal with looking at17

whether -- one (1) of the questions I asked myself was18

whether the proposed restrictions on the hunting will be19

enough for recovery.  And, of course, that raises the20

question of what is enough, what are the -- what do21

people want, what would be enough for recovery?  I mean,22

is it to double the size of the herd in ten (10) years?23

These, I think, are questions where --24

where people's input would be -- would be particularly25
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useful.  The proposal's -- the proposal's goal states its1

stated goal is to develop actions that will allow for the2

most rapid recovery of the herd.  That goal makes sense3

biologically because the longer the herd stays either4

declining or at low numbers, it's vulnerable and it's at5

risk.6

However, it's uncertain for two (2)7

reasons as to whether those proposed actions are8

sufficient for rapid recovery.  The uncertainty follows9

from ENR's information on the accelerated decline.  And10

what is the cause, what is driving that accelerated11

decline?  Is it just harvest or is it a combination of12

harvest and predation?13

The -- the uncertainty comes from -- and -14

- and uncertainty just really means is -- is lack of15

information, and the lack of information and having --16

the lack of information is not knowing the level of17

natural mortality and, in particular, whether it's18

increasing or stable or is decreased.  And by natural19

mortality I'm referring to predation, accidents and20

disease.21

And in fairness to ENR, this is one of the22

most difficult things for wildlife managers, wildlife23

biologists to measure, but it's also a key thing.  24

There have been relatively few reports of25
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diseases.  I mean, the hunters are constantly monitoring1

the health of animals when they're taking them.  And my2

understanding from ENR is there have been relatively few3

reports.  4

We do know that there was an outbreak of5

foot -- of footrot, which is just a -- an infection of6

the hoof.  It can cause an animal to be lame, it -- it7

can also be fatal.  We know there was an outbreak of that8

in 2001, and actually this is referred to -- I think9

Barry referred to this, Barry Taylor referred to this in10

his -- in his intervention.11

In other herds in Alaska, outbreaks of12

footrot are associated with declines but they're probably13

not a rea -- I mean, they don't really have a large14

effect on the rate of decline.  So there's not much15

evidence for diseases being -- being a driving force. 16

The -- probably the key cause of natural mortality is17

predation.  18

ENR argues that predation rates or -- or19

wolf abundance is declining.  I have to admit I'm20

uncomfortable with their evidence.  They use four (4)21

indices which are basically tracking wolves at den sites,22

number of pups born, pups surviving.  I don't find their23

evidence convincing because two (2) of the four (4)24

indices don't show a trend.  Two (2) of them do show a25
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trend.  1

It's likely the -- given that the rate of2

caribou decline is such, the wolves probably have3

declined.4

But judging from ENR's information,5

there's still quite a lot of wolves out there.  ENR6

undertook a survey on the winter range in 2006 and their7

estimate was two hundred (200) wolves.8

That's a change from -- they were really9

rough guesses in the 1990s when Mark Williams thought10

there might be as many as fifteen hundred (1,500) wolves.11

Even though the wolves have declined, two12

hundred (200) wolves still can be taking four thousand13

(4,000) caribou a year.  The decline in the wolves14

probably lags behind the decline in the caribou.  And so15

there were still wolves out there that are still taking16

caribou.  17

We also -- ENR has not offered an opinion18

on what the overlapping winter distribution of the19

caribou means for bringing wolves in from other herds'20

ranges and I think that's probably an unknown.  21

So given the uncertainty as to whether22

predation is contributing to the accelerated decline,23

it's worth looking elsewhere what people have done about24

wolves.25
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But having talked about the accelerated1

decline, I'd also like to talk about the -- the other2

cause of the accelerated decline is the role of3

harvesting.4

There's considerably uncertainty in the5

harvesting levels.  It's difficult information to collect6

sometimes, particularly if there's -- if people are7

concerned about how the information is going to be used.8

It's also -- there was a harvest study9

done in 1988 to 1993 that produced estimates and then10

since then there was a gap and then since 2006 there have11

been interviews and check stations.12

ENR has provided those estimates.  They're13

in the range of three thousand (3,000) to five thousand14

(5,000) cows a year.  They've also, through their15

modelling, come up with an estimate of the harvest and16

they obtained that by -- because they can only measure17

total mortality in the model.  Then they maintain a18

constant rate of natural mortality and I would identify19

that as a -- as a problem.  20

But back to the harvesting, the role of21

harvesting in the accelerated decline.  Experience22

elsewhere, and particularly from fisheries, is when you23

have a harvest that's relatively stable but the24

harvesting effort it takes to get the caribou, or in the25
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case of fish in fisheries, can actually produce an1

accelerated decline because the effect of the harvest2

increases as the herd is going down.3

So the harvest stays the same but it takes4

more effort to get it.  And so people are maybe working5

harder to get the same number of caribou but as the herd6

goes down it increases the -- the proportion of the7

harvest is increasing and that will accelerate the8

decline.9

If you can make that argue for harvesting,10

you can also make it for predation.  And that argument11

ENR is not bringing forward.12

When we look at other caribou herds and13

what's being done for their recovery, it's -- I'm going14

to take one (1) particular example and that's the15

Fortymile herd.16

What this graph shows is -- is years from17

1920 to 2000 along the bottom.  And then -- so these are18

the years, these are the caribou numbers, this twenty19

thousand (20,000), forty thousand (40,000), and then I20

broke it because in the 1920s the Fortymile herd was a21

herd of approximately half a million.22

And it went through two (2) periods of23

decline and two (2) periods of recovery.  Those two (2)24

periods of recovery were -- involved harvest restrictions25
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and also involved removal of wolves.1

And particularly the recovery, it went2

down to about ten thousand (10,000) caribou in the 1970s. 3

Recovery was very slow and what they found was that it4

took two (2) years of poor weather and a low level of5

wolf predation slowed the recovery down considerably.6

They also had three (3) consecutive7

management plans in order to drive the recovery.  I think8

-- I mean, I lost my time here but -- I think there's a9

lot to be learned about recovery.  10

Chief Alfonz mentioned bluefin tuna and11

this is a picture of bluefin tuna.  Fisheries has a lot12

of experience with how to manage recoveries.  And they13

have two (2) key messages.  One is the rate of decline14

has a large influence on recovery.  The longer you wait,15

the more you talk about doing something, the slower and16

more difficult is recovery.17

Recovery also can be complicated by18

ecological changes such as weather and from fisheries'19

perspective recovery depends on collaboration with all20

the people.21

All the emphasis is on restricting22

harvesting to increase caribou survival.  Given the --23

the role of unfavourable weather on calf survival and24

pregnancy rates, it would be prudent to undertake25
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recovery as quickly as possible to build a buffer against1

occasional years of bad weather.  So it goes back to the2

goal of as rapid recovery as possible. 3

So to bring these threads together, the4

need for rapid recovery, the accelerated decline, the5

unknowns about predation, it seems that the five (5)6

actions do not include possible alternate actions.7

And it would be very prudent to include8

those and obviously the primary one would be management9

of predation.  This does trouble a lot of people because10

wolves and caribou, I mean they've been together for11

eons.  Wolves are part of the caribou's world.12

But given the extent of the trouble that13

the caribou are in, this would provide greater assurance. 14

So I would like, in closing, to -- to say that my15

technical review of the five (5) management actions is16

that they will have a high likely, through increasing17

adult survival, of halting the decline.18

I think their role in recovery, in rapid19

recovery, which is necessary to buffer years of bad20

weather, is risky and has -- is uncertain.21

I think the way of dealing with that risk22

and uncertainty and, therefore, the need for alternate23

management actions is to widen the base of knowledge and24

experience.25
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In other words, use collaboration.  I1

think that would be -- would include a wider range of2

knowledge and people's thinking.  I think we can -- and3

we can look to the Elders, we can look outside the4

caribou world, we can look at other caribou herds, I5

think fisheries as usual.6

And through that we can explore some of7

the tradeoffs that might be possible in the recovery. 8

And I think also collaboration, I mean, it will bring9

about better compliance and better understanding of the10

complexity of caribou recovery.11

So thank you.12

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Thank you13

very much, Anne.  You had about, oh, 30 seconds left. 14

Well done.  Okay, let's take a break now for fifteen (15)15

minutes and we'll come back and it'll be the question16

period for Ms. Gunn.  Thank you.17

18

--- Upon recessing at 2:45 p.m.19

--- Upon resuming at 3:05 p.m.20

21

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Gentlemen,22

let's come to order and begin the question period for23

Anne Gunn please.  Thank you.24

25
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(BRIEF PAUSE)1

 2

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Mahsi cho. 3

The order of presentation -- oh, first of all it's Grant4

Pryznyk, the Co-Chair.5

First of all, we'll go with a thirty (30)6

minute question period today and finish off tomorrow7

morning with the last fifteen (15) minutes for Ms. Gunn.8

So let's start now and the order of9

presentation begins with ENR.  And what we'll do is we'll10

-- we'll go with one (1) question per person and go11

around until the thirty (30) minutes is -- or one (1)12

question per Intervenor or party, until the thirty (30)13

minutes are up and we'll pick up where we left off14

tomorrow morning.  Okay?  Just so everybody gets at least15

one (1) question in today.  Thank you.  16

ENR, you may lead the questions.17

18

QUESTION PERIOD:19

MS. SUSAN FLECK:   Susan Fleck, ENR.  The20

question is to have the most rapid recovery, you've21

mentioned that you -- we need to increase cow survival22

and their -- and that can be done through harvest23

restrictions and predator management.24

And our question is whether the suggestion25
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is to do one before the other or do them both at the same1

time?2

3

(BRIEF PAUSE)4

 5

DR. ANNE GUNN:   Anne Gunn, Mr. Co-Chair. 6

The experience based on -- certainly I know of the7

Fortymile caribou herd the best.  I suspect you know more8

about the Yukon situation than I do.9

The most prudent approach for rapid10

recovery would be simultaneous wolf management and11

restrictions on female hunting.12

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay,13

thank you very much.  Tlicho Government, any questions14

for Ms. Gunn?15

MS. JEAN TEILLET:   Jean Teillet for the16

Tlicho Government.  17

Ms. Gunn, there have been a lot of18

comments in the Intervenors' submissions in particular19

about the varying herds, whether they're one (1) herd or20

split up herds.21

And it's my understanding that you might22

have some of that story to tell us about how -- how that23

came about and I was wondering if you could tell us, you24

know, fairly briefly that story.25
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DR. ANNE GUNN:   Anne Gunn.  Mr. Co-Chair,1

on the premise that a picture is worth a thousand words,2

I wonder if I may show a couple of extra slides.3

Because in my intervention I had mentioned4

that I was aware that there were different opinions about5

the Bathurst and Ahiak herd, I have two (2) slides which6

I prepared from material which is already on the public7

record.8

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   If they9

will answer the question posed, if you can find them10

right away, that would be great.11

12

(BRIEF PAUSE)13

14

DR. ANNE GUNN:   What I did was there --15

there were two (2) reports dating on -- from 1986 on the16

Bathurst herd and on the Ahiak herd.  And what I did was,17

I took the maps of the two (2) calving ground surveys in18

1986, and I just cut and pasted them and put them19

together so as you can see both of them. 20

In 1986, I did a survey in the eastern21

Queen Maud Gulf area -- thank you -- which is -- Gjoa22

Haven is here, Adelaide Peninsula, and then across Queen23

Maud Gulf area to Bathurst Inlet. 24

I was working with Inuit from Gjoa Haven25
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and they were talking about how in the 1930s, '40s, there1

was calving on the islands of Queen Maud Gulf.  And I2

also was aware to -- I'm trying to do this story quickly3

-- is that there was calving seen in this area here.  And4

so I was aware from what the Inuit had told me, from5

earlier surveys, that there was calving of caribou on the6

east end of Queen Maud Gulf.  7

So I went and I did a survey.  These are8

the flight lines.  The black dots are the caribou9

sightings.  You can see that it was a fairly concentrated10

area of calving.  And you can also see that the flight11

lines on the west, these ones, show that I had reached12

the end of the caribou distribution.  13

At the same time, Susan and her colleagues14

were based here, just off the Ellis River, and they were15

camped and they were doing a caribou calving ground16

survey. 17

In 1986, the herd -- the Bathurst herd was18

at its peak.  1986 was also a late spring.  In previous19

years the calving had been more in this area where you20

see this block with lines that they flew and they saw21

virtually no caribou and no calving caribou.  Instead,22

all the calving caribou were concentrated around Bathurst23

Inlet.  So, there were two (2) geographically separate24

calving grounds in areas that were consistent with what25
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people had told us previously. 1

Now moving ten (10) years later to 1996,2

then we were looking at the Bathurst calving.  Here's3

Bathurst Inlet and the calving ground had shifted just4

west of Bathurst Inlet to areas where people who live at5

Bathurst Inlet had reported seeing caribou calving in the6

'40s and '50s. 7

The idea that -- that calving grounds8

shift over time is -- is one of the sur -- one of the9

things we see with calving grounds, not all of them but10

some of them, their overlapping distribution on a yearly11

basis gradually shifts. 12

We also flew east of Bathurst Inlet and we13

had an area where we saw no caribou calving.  This was14

this -- this area in here, and then we continued flying15

and we found caribou where we'd seen them in 1986, and16

that their calving ground had also extended.  So the17

pattern was the same as in 1986, two (2) geographically18

separate calving grounds that had moved a little further19

to the west.  So based on that, and based on the20

definition that a caribou herd has it's own calving21

ground, I said there were two (2) calving grounds, there22

were two (2) caribou herds.  23

The area that the Bathurst herd used to24

use was now just on the edge of the area used by the25
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Ahiak herd but the Bathurst herd was no longer using that1

area.  And there was an area of no cows and calves2

between them, so there were two (2) separate calving3

grounds. 4

So it's a long answer to a short question. 5

My apologies, but it was to try and -- I think -- I hope6

I've answered your question, Jean. 7

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay. 8

Thank you very much.  9

Mr. Andre -- oh, sorry, excuse me for a10

second.  Anne, could you please provide a couple of11

copies of those two (2) slides for us?  You -- did you12

say they were part of your written submission already? 13

DR. ANNE GUNN:   The -- I said I cut two14

(2) maps from the reports that are on the public15

registry.  I can give you the slides.  I don't have a16

paper copy of these. 17

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay. 18

That would be great, sure.  Please provide copies of each19

of those slides that you referred to this afternoon. 20

Thank you. 21

22

--- UNDERTAKING NO. 3: Anne Gunn to provide two (2)23

slides concerning  Bathurst24

and Ahiak herd25
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1

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:  Mr. Andre,2

Shoshone Wilderness Adventures? 3

MR. JOHN ANDRE:   Yeah, John Andre,4

Intervenor.  In -- in 1996, Ray Case and Mark Williams,5

in a 1996 Bathurst Caribou Management Plan, said that the6

normal quote/unquote: 7

"Normal mortality rate for adult cows8

is 8 percent." 9

That was a quote from Pat Valkenberg.  10

In 2004, you said that the mortality rate11

between 1986 and 2004 for the Bathurst herd was 2112

percent based on the mortality of collared cows for13

several herds.  But now in two thou -- excuse me.  Now in14

2006 to 2009, if you do the math it -- it appears that15

the -- the adult mortality rate for the Bathurst herd is16

52 percent.  17

In -- in your long experience with caribou18

around the world -- in your short experience with caribou19

around the world, excuse me, have you have ever seen a20

long  -- you know, for three (3) years a mortality rate21

of adults averaging 52 percent?  22

I -- I've looked everywhere and haven't23

found anything close to that.  And I'm talking about for24

a major herd, not a -- a special situation on an island25



Page 166

or -- or something. 1

DR. ANNE GUNN:   Anne Gunn.  Mr. Andre,2

the -- the mortality given in the 1996 Bathurst3

Management Plan, which was actually written at least two4

(2) years previously, used one (1) method to estimate5

survival rates or mortality at 8 percent.  And generally6

that method in peer reviewed papers has been acknowledged7

as generating low rates.  The -- the use of the -- of the8

collars is generally considered both more accurate and9

less biassed information.  10

This is the -- the rate between 2004 and11

2006 of 21 percent is well within the range of normal12

values for herds that are in decline.  So, like for the13

western Arctic herd, or the Nelchina, that's -- it's a14

rate that is associated with declining herds is not a15

particularly unusual rate. 16

For the Bathurst herd I'm not quite sure17

of -- 2006/2009 is ENR's data.  And I'm looking in my18

notes, and ENR can probably -- I imagine John Boulanger19

can help me here.  But I under -- I don't think the rate20

is 50 percent, I understood it to be 37 percent.21

This is -- this is an annual rate.  And22

I'm not sure I understand your calculation of 50 percent. 23

MR. JOHN ANDRE:   Excuse me.  John -- John24

Andre.  I just want to clarify that.  The -- the rate of25
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decline is 37 percent per year.  If you -- okay -- but,1

the mortality rate because of recruitment, which has been2

-- I average it out at forty-five (45) per hundred (100)3

-- means that you actually have a higher annual adult4

mortality rate than the rate of decline because you have5

to add in the -- the caribou that have been recruited to6

the overall mortality rate. 7

So the -- the rate comes out to 52 percent8

and I've never seen anything near that in three (3) years9

of research.  And I -- and really, I don't think that --10

that any actions that this government takes, that these11

two (2) governments take, can reverse a decline of that12

magnitude. 13

DR. ANNE GUNN:   The -- the rate -- the14

overall rate is -- is very close to what was observed in15

-- in the 1970s for the Fortymile herd.  And I would -- I16

would agree with you that recovery from a high rate of17

decline is -- is a complicated challenge.  18

The experience of the Fortymile herd,19

which was a collaborative plan and it took a huge amount20

of work and it was a slow rate of recovery, but it is21

possible.  The lesson from fisheries is, the longer you22

spend talking about how to fix a problem, the worse the23

problem is.  The message from the Fortymile is, with24

collaborative work it's possible. 25



Page 168

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Thank you,1

Ms. Gunn, Mr. Andre.  2

Boyd Warner, Bathurst Inlet Developments. 3

MR. BOYD WARNER:   Thank you, Co-Chair. 4

I'm Boyd Warner, Bathurst Development.  Anne, I've just5

got a -- a bit of a statement, and asking your opinion on6

whether you would agree with this statement. 7

Would you agree that taking action on8

predators, including grizzly bears and wolves, is as9

important as taking action on the human harvest of10

caribou if we are to help the herds recover as quickly as11

possible, and that any management plan must incorporate12

managing the predators?  Thank you. 13

DR. ANNE GUNN:   Boyd, I would -- I would14

certainly state that the most prudent approach is to15

manage  -- to increase adult survival by all means16

possible, and that would include, therefore, managing the17

wolves and managing the harvest. 18

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Thank you. 19

Thank you, Boyd.  Thank you, Anne.  20

Mr. Taylor, Arctic Safaris, any questions21

from you? 22

MR. BARRY TAYLOR:   Not really.  As I told23

Anne earlier, we're usually at odds on a lot of stuff and24

I think this is one of the best reports I've ever seen25
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out of her, and the best explanations.  Thank you. 1

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Thank you2

very much, Barry.  3

Yellowknives Dene First Nation? 4

MR. TODD SLACK:   Thanks, Mr. Co-Chair. 5

It's Todd Slack, YKDFN.  6

In your intervention you discuss aspects7

of adaptive management.  Now, given your experience, are8

the current monitoring proposals put forward by ENR going9

to be sufficient to provide the appropriate level of10

information to allow the parties and the stakeholders11

sitting around these tables here to assess the12

effectiveness of the management actions on a more timely13

basis than the three (3) year cycle of photo-census,14

which seems to be the cycle or the time line associated15

with reevaluation? 16

And if these proposals are not --17

monitoring proposals, pardon me, are not sufficient,18

where do you see the data deficiencies? 19

DR. ANNE GUNN:   Anne Gunn.  Thanks for20

the question, Todd.  I -- it's a -- it's a complicated21

question, as I'm sure you're aware.  22

There -- there are two (2) aspects to23

adaptive -- to using adaptive management.  And the first24

one is that the monitoring -- first of all, the proposal25
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needs specific objectives which sort of sets targets of1

what has to be measured.  And only when you have that2

then you will you be able to use monitoring to get3

feedback on the effectiveness of your management actions. 4

I think the -- so, that is one (1) deficiency that needs5

to be -- you need monitoring criteria, you need precise6

objectives with targets.  7

The -- as I understood the second part of8

your question is:  What annual scale of monitoring would9

be required so you're not waiting three (3) years to make10

decisions? 11

Okay.  Then the current monitoring that's12

listed in the joint proposal is pretty much -- is13

business as usual -- is pretty much the same monitoring14

that did not really effectively catch the -- the15

acceleration of the decline.  So, I mean, I think that's16

pause for thought. 17

I think there -- there are a number of18

indicators that either could be refined or developed, but19

the key one would be to use the annual calving ground20

surveys to monitor the trend in the number of calving21

cows per -- per unit area.  It would actually act as an22

early warning of changes to the trend in breeding23

females.  24

I think consideration could also go to25
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looking at when -- when the department is doing cow/calf1

counts.  Improved monitoring on -- on predation rates2

would be possible.  By working with knowledgeable people3

on the ground, Elders who -- who have got a lot of4

experience, I'm sure it would be possible to develop a5

more sin -- sins -- sensitive indicator on an annual6

basis to what's happening with -- with the wolves.7

And those would just be two (2)8

suggestions I would make.9

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay. 10

Thank you, Anne.  Thank you Todd.  11

City of Yellowknife, any representative12

from City of Yellowknife?  None identified.  13

Karen McMaster...?  Thank you.14

MS. KAREN MCMASTER:   Thank you very much. 15

Given that, you know, the last several years we've had a16

split in several herds, meaning the Bathurst herd and the17

Ahiak herd and the Bluenose herd has been split into the18

Bluenose East and West, and given Ms. Fleck's comments19

yesterday that calving grounds move year-to-year, is it20

possible that, say, in ten (10) years, we may have21

twenty-four (24) herds that we will be managing?  22

Or in some period of time, but we will23

have more and more herds created that we will have to24

have more and more management plans for?25
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DR. ANNE GUNN:   The short answer is no,1

it's extremely unlikely.  There's two reasons for that. 2

One (1) is based on the experience in Alaska.  Initially3

-- I -- I don't have the numbers at my fingertips, but I4

can get them -- but there were -- during aerial surveys5

and the use of telemetry in the '70s and '80s, they6

recognized -- they didn't split -- they recognized more7

herds.  And since then they haven't been recognizing8

anymore herds, but they've been through highs and lows in9

caribou numbers.  10

So based on that, I would think it's more11

the -- the increase in the herds we recognize is -- is12

likely for the areas where there's been a lot of flying13

and a lot of work is -- is -- is probably -- we've found14

what there is.15

The -- we didn't split the herds.  I think16

there's a -- there's a wording thing here.  We recognized17

them.  There was work in the 1970s.  The biologist who18

did some of the earlier surveys on Bluenose West, Blue --19

Cape Bathurst, and Bluenose East, he suggested that there20

was likely three (3) herds, but he didn't have the21

resources.  Like, you know, he didn't have the budget to22

do enough flying, and radio collars weren't in use then.  23

So I think the -- the -- the recognition24

of the Ahiak, it's not the Ahiak distinct from the25
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Bathurst.  We recognized another herd that had been1

there, and for which there was information.2

So we didn't split the Bathurst, we3

recognized two (2) caribou herds.  The same with the4

Bluenoses.  It wasn't one (1) large herd that was split5

up.  It was a recognition through increased use of6

techniques and increased work.7

And as I say, based on the Alaskan8

experience, you know, you -- you go through, like, sort9

of a period of discovery of finding what's there, and10

then you've got enough knowledge that you're fairly11

confident that that is what the situation is.12

So I hope that answers your question,13

Karen.14

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Thank you15

very much, Anne and Karen.  16

North Slave Metis Alliance is listed as17

next.  Anyone from North Slave Metis Alliance to ask18

questions?  Nobody identified.  Thank you very much.  19

NWT Wildlife Federation.  Mr. Knutsan...?20

MR. MARTIN KNUTSAN:   Thank you, Mr.21

Chairman.22

Anne, I'm just wondering if you've23

reviewed the ARC report that was the peer review of ENR?24

DR. ANNE GUNN:   Anne Gunn.  Yes.25
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MR. MARTIN KNUTSAN:   Do -- do you --1

Martin Knutsan, NWT Wildlife.  Do you agree with its2

findings?3

DR. ANNE GUNN:   Largely.4

MR. MARTIN KNUTSAN:   Thank you.5

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Thank you6

very much, Martin.  7

Jenni Bruce, NWT Tourism.  Jenni Bruce,8

NWT Tourism.  No one here.  9

Poison -- Peterson's Point Lake Lodge, I10

apologize.11

MS. AMANDA PETERSON:   Ow, ouch.  Hi. 12

Amanda Peterson, Peterson's Point Lake Lodge.  Thank you,13

Mr. Co-Chair.  14

Anne, I think you spoke on this a little15

bit but maybe just provide a little bit of context and16

then pose my question.17

So it's my understanding -- or pardon me,18

Mr. Chair -- Co-Chair, it's my understanding that the19

GNWT's budget for caribou research, kind of surveys, has20

actually decreased, and that the Department has tried to21

offset these decreases in the budget by forming22

partnerships to gain dollars for continued research.23

Now I'm -- I'm kind of curious.  I'm24

wondering what the Department of ENR should be doing over25
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the next three (3) years to evaluate the success or1

failure of the management actions, like such as -- Anne,2

you pointed out two (2)in particular -- or Anne pointed3

out two (2) in particular, two (2) that I noted,4

improving monitor on predation rates, and annual5

monitoring on the Bath -- on the calving grounds.6

Should surveys be done at the same time,7

or what should ENR be doing over the next three years to8

ensure the -- sort of the health of the caribou herd?  Is9

that sort of -- did I lose you?10

DR. ANNE GUNN:   Anne Gunn.  It -- that's11

not a simple question, meaning the answer -- I can't12

think of a short answer.  The joint proposal lays out a13

scheduled monitoring.  And when I answered the14

Yellowknife Dene's question, I made a couple of15

suggestions for --16

It seems to me it would be prudent through17

collaboration, if there were other indicators,18

particularly what I call safety net monitoring that will19

capture any trends before the census, to -- to make20

maximum use of people's experience and information, I21

mean, particularly the Elders, but experience elsewhere. 22

I would say that any changes to the monitoring should be23

through collaboration between the Tlicho Government and24

other stakeholders.  25
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So I don't mean that to sound an evasive1

answer.  I think when I answered Todd's question I gave a2

couple of my ideas, but I think there's so much other3

experience and knowledge out here, that if there's any4

changes to the monitoring should come through other5

people, as well.6

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay. 7

Thank you very much.  8

Bob Turner, David Livingstone are listed9

as next.  Are they -- either one of them here?  Bob10

Turner?  David Livingstone?  Thank you.  11

Rabesca's Resources.  Joyce...?12

MS. JOYCE RABESCA:   Thank you.  Joyce13

Rabesca.  No questions.  Thank you.14

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   Okay.  We15

have about three (3) minutes left.  Let's go to ENR one16

(1) more time for one (1) more question.17

MR. JAN ADAMCZEWSKI:   This will just be -18

- oh, Jan Adamczewski, ENR, sorry.  This is just a --19

asking for clarification, Anne, on the monitoring scheme.20

As I understand it from Bruno, we -- we're21

proposing annual spring recruitment surveys to monitor22

calf survival, annual reconnaissance surveys on the23

calving grounds to monitor the number of females, as much24

information as we can on harvest, if there is any, and a25
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survey according to the current man -- Caribou Management1

Strategy would be -- well, two and a half (2 1/2) years2

from now. 3

So I'm not quite sure what it is that4

you're recommending that isn't already proposed, or5

whether you could clarify what -- what you're suggesting. 6

DR. ANNE GUNN:   Anne Gunn.  The7

reconnaissance survey on the caribou calving ground8

should be a -- a sufficiently systematic reconnaissance9

survey that you're collecting caribou densities in the10

way that you usually do.  The way I read the joint11

proposal, that wasn't specified as an annual monitoring12

task; that's my one (1) specific.  13

My other specific is that during the time14

you're doing particularly late -- late winter cow/calf15

counts that you look in -- you know, using experienced16

people in the bush and you also combine it with, like, a17

-- a standardized sampling approach that you look for18

evidence of predation rates.  And those were the two (2)19

-- two (2) main points I was suggesting be added.  20

And I think the key one to all this is21

that there be annual reporting with the data and the22

analyses to -- obviously to the Board, but to the Tlicho23

Government and to the stakeholders that people see what24

the annual monitoring is -- is telling about the25
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efficiency of the recovery actions and any indications to1

trends.  So I guess I would add that as a large part of2

monitoring that it be timely annual reporting with3

analysis and data. 4

Does -- is that okay, Jan?  Does that5

answer your question?  No? 6

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   All right. 7

Thank you very much.8

MR. JAN ADAMCZEWSKI:   Okay. 9

CO-CHAIRPERSON GRANT PRYZNYK:   We're out10

-- out of time today.  And that's the thirty 30 minute11

mark just beeped when she said the last words, so it's12

right on the money.  Thank you very much for your13

questioning today, and your -- and your report today,14

Anne.   15

We're going to adjourn now until 7:00 this16

evening, at which time we'll have the public and Tlicho17

citizens the opportunity, those who have signed up.  We18

have -- I believe we have a full schedule tonight.  19

So -- and those who are leaving today,20

we'll start tomorrow morning at 9:00, again with the last21

fifteen (15) minutes of questions for Ms. Gunn and then22

we'll move into the presentations for Shoshone Wilderness23

Adventures, presentation first thing tomorrow morning at24

9:15.  25



Page 179

All right.  Great.  Thank you all.  See1

you tonight, 7:00. 2

3

--- Upon recessing at 3:36 p.m.4

--- Upon resuming at 7:07 p.m.5

6

PUBLIC GENERAL SESSION:7

8

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   Good9

evening.  (DOGRIB SPOKEN).10

11

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)12

13

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   Yes.  We14

will begin the meeting and we'll have two (2) hours15

tonight, and that's what was mentioned earlier.  So16

there's eight (8) or nine (9) people will have the mic,17

and those people might have -- be good to be sitting at18

the table so you can speak to the mic and sit at a table.19

And the thing that we're discussing here20

for the Elders, when you speak to the issue, we are --21

the Board -- the way we are set up is we need your22

support regarding the caribou, so it would be good to23

have a good discussion on that.24

And also, we have two (2) women and five25
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(5) or six (6) -- six (6) men and two (2) women.  The1

first person is Pierre Beaverho, Celine Tatsia, Harry2

Apples, Jimmy Martin, Madeline Champlain and Louis Zoe3

and Jimmy Kodzin and Peter Huskey, and one (1) Elder from4

Deline will speak to us.  And there's about nine (9)5

people.6

When you speak, once -- we'll have two (2)7

hours and we'll have a ten (10) minute break in between8

the two (2) hours, so -- so we have about eight (8)9

minutes, so we'll give you the time for the eight (8)10

minutes of coming up.  So we have only two (2) hours time11

frame, so just to let you know.  So when you speak, we12

may stop you speaking, so just to let you be aware of13

this.14

And there's many people that will be15

speaking to us, and also the outfitters were being here. 16

So this is -- they didn't have time, and also we wasted17

some time -- wasted time yesterday.  So regarding these18

things, we had to keep a close eye on the time so just to19

keep everything in order.20

So first Peter Beaverho will speak to us,21

and, Peter Beaverho, your time is ticking.  Go ahead.22

23

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)24

25
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(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)1

2

ELDER PETER BEAVERHO:   Thank you.  This,3

we've had meeting for two days and we listened really4

good to what has been said, and thank you for presenting5

to us.6

First of all, I'd like to thank every --7

all in attendance in here.  When we say thank you, it's a8

respectful thing to do, so I'd like to thank you.9

Also, as I sit here to speak, I'll10

probably be speaking for fifteen (15) minutes, so -- so11

it seems like I'm not going to be given the opportunity12

to speak the full length of fifteen (15) minutes, so --13

but the most important thing about the caribou I want to14

speak to you about.15

Caribou is our livelihood.  We, the16

citizens of Northwest Territories, all the Dene17

Aboriginal people rely on this.  Even the -- even the18

children, they rely on the caribou.  And also the women19

who -- who are widows, even they rely on the caribou.  So20

in that manner, we love our caribou -- the caribou.21

Our Elders have survived throughout the22

years and we are the fortunate.  And in those -- at those23

times, in those years, they kill caribou, they kill24

animal, they go trapping, they set nets, catch fish, and25
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that's how we survive.1

And today we are living in their presence,2

and how we survive today is still in existence, and we3

rely on the caribou.  When without caribou, it will be4

difficult to live.5

So the caribou we're talking about is not6

only for us.  It's for our future generations.  Until our7

end of time, we have to love the caribou.  We depend on8

it.  We live our lives.  Without caribou, how are we9

going to live?  So we love the caribou.  That's the10

reason why we talk about.11

But our ancestors, they -- they lived off12

the caribou, and -- and that's how they raise us, and13

that's how -- that's how they respected the caribou. 14

They handled the caribou in a respectful manner.  And --15

and our ancestors and our Elders, they worked really16

hard, and at the same time too, they took good care of17

the caribou on the barren lands up -- up to Ekati. 18

That's how far they used to paddle their canoes to go19

hunting for the caribou.20

And that's because they know that they21

rely on the caribou so that they can use it for their22

clothing, for parkas, and during the fall and so that23

they can make snowshoes and also clothing.  And so they24

had to survive and go hunting in long distance, and25
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that's how we are today.1

And the caribou we're talking about, we2

who live in the North, we would like to control and3

manage the caribou.  The citizens of the Northwest4

Territories should be in control of management and to5

preserve and to protect the caribou.  It's like we are6

going astray and that we, the Tlicho citizens living in7

the Northwest Territories, we should manage the caribou8

and also the -- in our -- the ones that do the -- does9

the caribou, we should be working together regarding the10

caribou.11

When we say we are working together, it12

would be good to work in good manner and work in faith13

together, and also -- and if we want to accomplish one14

thing, then we have to consult the Tlicho and also the15

Elders.  In -- in that way, we can work good together and16

we can't do things behind each other.  Then it creates17

conflict.  So if we work in good manner together, it18

would be a good thing.19

So we're going to be talking mostly about20

the caribou, because the caribou is the most important to21

us.  So how -- how can we improve our situation?  How can22

we protect the caribou and manage and have a good23

discussion and walk away?  It will be a good thing.  This24

is a very important regarding this animal, the caribou. 25
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So caribou that we love, we should manage it in a good1

way.2

And although we may be speaking to the3

caribou issue, I would like to -- this is -- what -- why4

is the changes happening?  I'd like to speak to that. 5

And although we have time to -- just recently there's the6

earth warming.  The weather's warming up, and ever since7

I was a child, it never was like that.  8

And at the same time, too, the animals had9

change his pattern.  And as I am sitting here speaking to10

you -- every year I -- I go hunting.  Just last week I11

was following the tracks of caribou, and that's how I --12

I got my kill.  And when we cut up -- kill the caribou,13

when we cut up the caribou, we take -- cut the arms and14

the hide.15

And there's -- and there's a difference16

even with the fishes because of the warm -- warmer17

climate that we are experiencing.  And these are taking18

place.19

So what will happen in the future, maybe20

fifty (50) years, a hundred years from now?  What will be21

taking place?  Maybe the pattern of the animal will be22

different, and that's what we are experience today.23

We should follow up and do some more24

research on these kind of areas.  We don't want to -- our25
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animals to be destroyed.  When we hear the speakers1

speak, we know that the caribou migrate.  They -- they2

talk about the migration.  And because we have a time3

frame to speak, we're just going to be speaking only to4

the caribou issue.5

That's all I'd like to say for now.  Thank6

you.7

8

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)9

10

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)11

12

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   There's a13

woman and -- there's Celine Tatsia.  14

Celine Tatsia is not available, so Harry15

Apples will be next.16

17

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)18

19

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)20

21

ELDER HARRY APPLES:   Yes.  We have22

meeting for two (2) days and we -- we hear what you had23

to say, what -- what you talk about.  And we have24

translations and we -- through the interpreters we25
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understand what's being said.  And for this reason we are1

here.2

The caribou that we are talking about,3

that's the only thing we can talk about, nobody else,4

just the caribou, because it is very important to us. 5

For this reason we are talking to the issue of the6

caribou.  7

There's a lot of my friends sitting in8

this building.  They're all worried about the caribou. 9

They are concerned.  When they said that the -- the joint10

proposed ban on caribou issue -- were they happy to see11

that paper, the ban?  I wasn't happy at that time.  I12

know it, and this was done behind our backs, and that's13

how they -- ENR works with us.  So how can we correct the14

situation?  That's why we are supporting.  15

So the de -- the decrease of caribou has16

been said, but we're not -- how can caribou disappear? 17

The pop -- the population decrease in the past.  We know18

about the decrease of population of animals in the past19

through our Elders.20

And -- and when the population goes down21

it -- it -- population grows back up.  Once the -- the22

animals population grows out -- and population goes down,23

you know who controls this situation?  And this is the24

creator's.  God is the one that's feeding us, and that's25
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how he takes care of us.1

If something is good, we don't want it to2

ruin.  And once it's ruined, we cannot talk about it.  So3

prior to being ruined, we need to talk about it.  If we4

never talked about it, and we see this ban paper, all my5

friends almost cried when they heard about the ban,6

because we live and -- on the caribou, rely on the7

caribou.8

Is it a good thing that they did?  We say9

that something is stolen from us.  It's like that for me. 10

Maybe it's not like that for others, but it's like that11

for me.  So it was like we had caribou in the fridge. 12

Caribou lives in the bush.13

And suddenly they closed -- they put a ban14

on us.  It seems like they're telling us that you15

shouldn't eat caribou.  It's what they did.  It's okay16

that the orphan is suffering.  It's saying something to17

that similar factor.18

Maybe the government cannot do that19

because he love the people and because you -- you care20

for the people, you -- you give them an old age pension,21

and also support.  Maybe the government is not going to22

do this, but maybe the Ministers are doing this.  That's23

what I think.  And it's not right for me.  24

There's many changes as we are25
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experiencing at this time.  The caribou is not the only1

one that change.  I live off the highway towards2

Yellowknife.  I go -- I go hunting and trapping.  I know3

the -- I know the changes that are happening -- is taking4

place.5

Even the birds, even the ducks, every --6

and there's no more noise.  Like, everything is changing. 7

It's not like before.  It's -- it's not only the caribou8

that change.  There's a difference.9

In the past when I need to go muskrat10

hunting we couldn't -- we couldn't sleep because of the11

ducks, and also for the frogs, and also the black ducks. 12

That's -- that's how it was in the past.  In -- there was13

an abundance in the past, and that's how I used to work14

amongst them.  Since past five (5) years when I go15

muskrat hunting, I don't hear these noise.  That's how16

the pattern changes.  But you talk about only the17

caribou, is there's decrease.  Why -- why is it that18

you're not talking about the other things are changing at19

the same?  Even the caribou is like that.20

When I shoot -- I -- I shot five (5)21

caribou at one -- when I cut up the caribou, it's like22

it's all gutted out.  It's like -- it's like salty in --23

on the fla -- in -- what -- how did that happen?  There's24

a biologist for the caribou -- because they're giving it25
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some kind of medicine.1

In the past -- in the past when I shoot2

caribou, caribou was very healthy, but today when we3

touch caribou, when we shoot caribou, we touch the hide,4

it just rips.  In the past it never used to happen.  And5

today, with  -- because they're attacking the caribou6

with all kind of different ammunition, so these things --7

so the Elders are talking to the issue.  Our ancestors8

used that as a medicine, and also our ancestors -- when9

we shoot the caribou, when a young man first shoots his10

caribou they give it to the Elders, to give the meat to11

the elders, and they used to be our doctors.  And if your12

food tastes good, you will live a long time.13

It happened to me.  I've experienced that. 14

The first caribou I shot, my grandma gave it to all the15

elderly women.  Mom -- grandma, why are you doing that? 16

They just want a taste.  They are going to taste your17

food.  If they say your food tastes good, then you will18

live a long time.  That's what she told me.  And that's19

how they were our doctors, our ancestors.20

There are many stories to all the animals,21

legends, but the caribou we're -- caribou we're talking22

about, maybe we should work in co-operation and support23

them, and that's -- that would -- that would be the24

correct way is to apologize and work with us.  And it's25
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very difficult to steal that big of a issue.  It's1

impossible to take away something from.  If we do that to2

them in -- somewhere out on their land, they're not going3

to be happy, and right away they're going to sue us and4

this is going to happen.  And those things -- those5

things still exist, but they did this on our backs --6

behind our backs.7

And so eight (8) minutes is up, so I'd8

just like to say very much thank you very much.9

10

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)11

12

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)13

14

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   Thank you,15

Harry.  And the next speaker is Jimmy Martin.  Jimmy16

Martin, Elder.  Jimmy Martin will speak next.17

18

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)19

20

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)21

22

ELDER JIMMY MARTIN:   I will talk about23

caribou.  When -- when I was a young man, I -- I grew24

among the caribou, and so I know how the caribou25
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movements are and I know much about the caribou.  1

When you talk about caribou, in the past,2

long ago, when I was just a boy, around that time, around3

-- around the treeline area where we travelled, above the4

treeline area where we travelled, in the fall time, the5

travels I travelled, the caribou would pass by, and we6

had a name for that caribou herd that was passing by. 7

There were many, many caribou.  8

As a child, maybe I was about ten (10)9

years old or so, I would follow my father and following10

the caribou hunt.  And -- and -- and when you see the11

caribou called deeja (phonetic), you could see many12

caribou.  And my father -- they would be carrying --13

carrying rifle, but when -- when you would see a huge14

boulder the size of a building, they would climb up --15

climb up that boulder, the huge boulder, and they would16

have their rifles so as the caribou pass by, there were17

thousands and thousands as they pass along where we sat.18

And it was during when I was a young child19

that I had travelled in those days with my father.  So20

today, as we speak about caribou, it is right -- it is21

only facts that we need to talk about.  It doesn't happen22

overnight that they travel as they migrate through from23

their areas.24

They travel for two (2) days as they pa --25
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as the thousands would travel.  And sometimes it would --1

by the third day, the population herd would decrease as2

it's already been passing now on a third day.3

But the caribou is something that we have4

been living with all our life.  As a child -- as a child5

up to now, I have been -- that has been my main food --6

source of food, but that is true.  And so when the7

caribou is passing by, only when the population is less8

on the third day, only when that little bit of caribou is9

now passing through, our -- our hunting party would10

advise each other, Okay, now we can hunt, because the big11

herd has passed through.  So that is how some of the12

females -- many of the females would pass through.  13

So at the time, during the rutting season,14

we use some of the hide during that time.  And so as the15

caribou are passing by, they would go into the areas of16

the bush area around Gameti, around Rae Lakes, and -- and17

then further up to higher ground.  And for many months,18

they would winter there.  They would live -- live in the19

bush.  20

Even the caribou had their own -- their21

own leader.  The caribou had their own leader.  Of22

course, this is what our ancestors have told us.  The23

caribou's mother was the one that was the boss for the24

whole -- the herd.25
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So as they travelled into the bush area,1

so around freeze up, this is when they would pass through2

the bush area.  And so it's almost been six (6) months3

that they would winter there.  They -- they would winter4

there, because it was abundance of food for them.  And5

during that time they would fatten up.6

Twice a year -- twice a year the caribou7

would get very fat, and that is how we choose -- that is8

when all the hunters all know that, all the people all9

know that here.  And so as the caribou are living in that10

area, now the weather is starting to warm up, and the11

calf in the -- the pregnant cows are getting larger, they12

would go back to their calving grounds, start moving back13

to their calving grounds.14

So once the boss of the caribou herd feels15

that it's the right time now to go back to the calving16

ground, they all have to travel quite a distance.  And so17

all the caribou within the bush area -- it's not like18

today where we have phones, but in the past, the caribou19

managed to communicate somehow and gather together in20

groups.21

They would gather into group -- into a22

large group on a big lake.  There were hundreds and23

hundreds as we watched this happen.  And as they all24

gather in groups, they would all travel in a large herd25
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back to the calving ground.  The larger bulls, called1

Yagu (phonetic), even though the snow could be thick,2

that Ekwoh (phonetic) would be very powerful and travel -3

- and travel ahead of the herd, and -- and so they would4

all follow back up to the Bathurst area where the calving5

grounds...6

And so, once it's warm, the calves are7

born, and close to that time the big bulls that were8

further back behind them, travelling somewhere further9

behind them, would meet up with them around the calving10

grounds.  This is the information from old man Bruno11

(phonetic). 12

And so when -- when you call -- when the13

female cows give birth to their calves, and also big14

bulls would -- would turn up, they would all live nearby15

the calving ground area.  As -- as calving is taking16

place, the calving cows are giving birth to their cow –-17

calves as the big bulls surround -- surround the calving18

cows to protect them.  They want to protect the young19

calves.20

And so this is how the caribou protected21

one another.  And these are some of the stories, like22

Jimmy Bruno in the past -- our past chief had told us23

many times, and this is some of our history and stories24

from the past.  This is what I'm talking about.25
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And so the caribou would protect one1

another.  And so once the calves are born and are able to2

move around, and -- and once they're able to move around,3

about almost July, they would come back toward this area. 4

They would come back down toward the treeline area.5

There are many big lakes on the -- on the6

Bathurst area.  What would happen with the little calves7

as they go on this long trek back in their migratory8

route?  And so when we talk about caribou, everything9

that I say is all facts.  Everything is all true that I'm10

talking about.11

All -- in all over -- in all over the12

land, many people depend on caribou.  They –- they depend13

very much on caribou.  It's a very important source of14

food.  And our ancestors, in the past, used the caribou15

so much more, and –- and so this is what I'm talking16

about with the caribou.17

But this -- this is as long as I will18

speak.19

20

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)21

22

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)23

24

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   There was25
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an Elder who's here who wishes to speak.  I think it's1

Elder Margaret Tatsia from Wekweeti.  She's an Elder from2

Wekweeti.3

4

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)5

6

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)7

8

ELDER MARGARET SACHIA:   Thank you.  I9

will speak a little while.  There are many other10

speakers.11

I've never really spoke in this amount of12

crowd before, but because you're talking about a very13

important issue, so I'll be -- and to avoid from saying14

anything that's not true, at first I will say a prayer.15

16

(PRAYER)17

18

ELDER MARGARET SACHIA:   I will speak a19

little while, but -- but be -- we never were from20

Wekweeti.  We -- were from Kwechi (phonetic).  We work21

very well with old man Chief Jimmy Bruno and toward that22

area of Conketi (phonetic) -- toward Atee (phonetic). 23

That's where we would travel by -- by canoe.24

At that time, my sister, too, was just a25
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small child.  And so my uncles, Gudsey (phonetic), Mudsey1

(phonetic), Adua (phonetic), we travelled to Kwechi.  And2

so at the fall -- at -- at that time, our mothers would3

scrape many hides and -- and they would gather all the4

hides that there -- they scrape and tan.  Once they'd5

sell their -- their -- they exchanged their hides for6

clothing, for food once they brought it to town, but that7

is how we have all survived, by hide; was very important8

to our people.9

There was an area where Dukatsla10

(phonetic) in around Wekweeti area.  They travelled11

there.  The people there were almost starving.  There was12

no food.  There was really nothing to eat.  How can13

people survive with barely anything that they can use to14

eat and travel with?15

And so my aunt, when she was making string16

babish (phonetic), I -- I -- they -- she would hol --17

help her sister making string, making babish.  And for18

many, many hours they would make this all this long19

string.20

And so we travelled with my old Uncle21

Zuzetsu (phonetic).  If he was alive he would have said I22

was telling the truth of what happened in the past.  And23

so what -- with what they have, they would try to make24

string with a net -- with -- a string net, and this is25
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what they were making string for; just to make fish net.1

And so this is how hard that our people2

wor -- had worked.  My old uncle had told me that, One3

day, tell my story in the future, and I'm so glad to be4

able to tell is today.  That is why we tell you that5

animals are important.  We survive by the animals.  And6

because when we heard that there was restriction on7

hunting caribou we were all saddened.  But today, whoever8

believes in God and trusts in God, their decision of the9

restriction of caribou for our people would be lifted.  10

And so, at this time, I have told you what11

I have witnessed in the past. 12

I know that sometimes, because of such13

hardship, we even saved all the sinew from all the joints14

of the bone so that we may use it to boil with our -- for15

our food.  And so all the sinew that we gathered from the16

bones is what we collected and we made soup and broth17

from.  Elders who couldn't eat would have this kind of18

broth-like soup to eat.  19

And so during hard times, also, one (1) fa20

-- one (1) family really helped all the community with21

food.  So during the hard times, all the community, all22

the people, would gather to that house so that they can23

eat food.  And so we really need to say something24

important about our caribou.  Thank you very much.25
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  1

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)2

3

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)4

5

ELDER BERNADETTE NASKEN:  I will talk to6

you for a short period.  We -- we -- today we are widows. 7

That person that is talking, he had drew the map.  And8

what was his purpose for drawing the map?  He -- he's9

over on the part of the land, and we're not trying to10

cause any problem for him.  Why is he trying to cause11

problem for us?  12

We're not eating from his –- his food. 13

And we depend on the caribou; it's our source of food. 14

And we don't live on his -- depend on his food daily. 15

And in -- and in the white man's country, he can do16

whatever he –- he likes.  This -- in our country, it is17

none of his business.  And those kind of people, they18

cause problem for us.  19

The chiefs and the leaders, they should20

send us the letter and -- regarding your mom and your dad21

-- your dad.  He could have just send us a -- a letter. 22

Our chiefs are here, our leaders, and they are23

government.24

He should have sent them the letter and --25
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and con -- consult us.  And just like getting rid of old1

clothes and burn, that what they're doing, those2

renewable resources.  We are humans.  Look at all the3

Tlicho people -- Yellowknife.  They all here.  And just4

like we're nobody for him, and he put the restriction for5

us, our grandfather had drew the map for us, and he --6

and he said that nothing must be prevented or restricted7

from us.8

And why is he doing this?  And I'm very9

concerned about it, that's why I -- I want to discuss10

this.  If you don't believe me, I believe myself.  It is11

not good. 12

You guys are feeding him rumours.  When he13

did that to the animal, and all our children, he want us14

to separate us.  That's why -- that -- that was his15

attention, just like he put something bad among us and he16

wants to create problem for us; whoever is doing that. 17

And I'm very concerned, that's why I'm discussing this. 18

That is all I will say.19

20

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)21

22

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)23

    24

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   Thank you. 25
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Two (2) women's had that talk.  About four (4) Elders had1

spoke to us.  There's still another three (3) more to2

talk.  The next one, Louis Zoe, will talk next.3

4

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)5

6

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)7

8

ELDER LOUIS ZOE:   I will talk to you for9

a short period, and this is all facts.  When we were10

growing up we went through hardship and I –- I remember11

all that.  When we would get up early in the morning --12

eggs, had coffee.  We never grew up with eggs and coffee. 13

We grew up with moss as a -- diapers and moose blanket. 14

And all our Elders had used that, even the hide.  15

We used clothes from the caribou.  We16

never had any groceries.  We never had any store.  And17

our father had loved the caribou and they respected the18

caribou. 19

When we kill the caribou -- like, my20

elders -- I mean, my elder sisters or my younger sisters,21

they used to go around and they used to bring in the22

caribou meat from the other side because a female would23

be present.  They used to bring in meat from the other24

side.  That's how we grew up. 25
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While my father would butch -- butcher1

that caribou he would find a -- a spot where we would put2

spruce bows and also that he would put some covering so3

that he can, you know, store the food in the snow.  And4

at times when he camp out to -- he go with that -- with5

that gathering of all the bones, even when the –- the6

dogs were fed they would be remaining of bones after the7

–- the dogs had eaten, even that -- they would be8

gathered and stored in a safe place.  9

And also, they would make a rafter where10

they would store the -- the waste from the caribou with11

all the bones that was  left from the dogs food, and also12

the bones that was left from the camp from -- the people13

who had eaten, would all go on top of the rafters up14

above; that's about 8 to 10 feet high, this was done. 15

They were very sacred with the -- with the16

caribou.  We always depended on the caribou and they --17

they give us life.  Even to this day, I have never --18

never taken privilege to buy food from the store and eat19

from the store.  I don't do that; only -- only at odd20

times when I out of caribou meat then I would go to the21

store.  22

When I was travelling with my father doing23

trapping, because there was no caribou, he felt sorry for24

me because I was young -- a young man, a young boy.  He25



Page 203

would -- he would think that he's the one who made -- who1

led the trail, who made the broke trail and I would2

follow him, and that find myself, learn all about setting3

traps.  He said he was thinking that my son is -- must be4

very hungry, we don't have caribou meat here since that -5

- mink ate only fish.  6

At times we had no meat, so we had to, you7

know, feed -- feed –- feed yourself on the -- on a mink8

here.  Since mink only ate fish it wasn't on  -- fatal to9

the -- the health.  So that's the reason why, you know,10

we had hard times in getting caribou at times and that's11

why we depend so much on the caribou.  12

Since I was a child I remember making use13

of caribou hide; how people would dress themselves14

utilizing the caribou hide for parkas and inner clothes15

from the caribou.  From that barren land, when they come16

back from -- from the – the -- that harvesting caribou17

from the -- from the car -- barren land they would return18

home with all the hides so that they can utilize the hide19

for -- for their clothing and also for the dried meat. 20

You know, people did a lot of heavy work,21

travelling all the way to the barren land and –- and --22

you know, and just utilizing paddles.  They did this23

hoping that this meat will not last for a long time, but24

they did this today when we talk about the caribou how --25
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they are taking – this is year 2 -- 2012, as you know1

people have always relied on -- on caribou ever since the2

beginning of time, since –- since it's existence at -- at3

Tlicho.  4

It's about forty (40) years that people5

have stopped until -- making use of utilizing dog teams. 6

In those days, our team -- dog teams were -- were7

feasting on this caribou meat and also the people were8

using it.  And also for -- to -- and the caribou hides9

were all utilized for clothing, every part of clothing:10

blankets, mats, everything.  That is no longer in11

existence today. 12

So since the -- we stopped using the dog13

team, we see that -- that -- we no longer have anywhere -14

- that there's a decline of the caribou herd.  Why did15

this happen?  This happened only after the dog would no16

longer use -- utilize.  Why did this happen?  I want to17

know.18

19

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)20

21

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER) 22

23

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   The second24

speaker will be Jimmy Kodzin from Wekweeti.25
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(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)1

2

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)3

4

ELDER JIMMY KODZIN:   Thank you.  You have5

given us people the privilege to speak, and it's very6

pleasing.  Years today, when people are going to be7

talking today, it will be more reflecting on the caribou.8

We are very pleased with you -- your9

success.  You, as the -- the Board members, and also the10

ENR members.  We are here to discuss matters that are11

much concern to us.  Being Aboriginal people, the animal12

is very important to us. 13

Many of the people who have spoke, the --14

the Aboriginal people, have stated that they -- they rely15

on this caribou.  With our parents, they had always --16

they had all the -- you know, were raised and had the17

livelihood to base that and using the caribou.18

In those days, they didn't have plenty. 19

They didn't have the proper tools, and et cetera.  They20

want to live to continue life, so when they hear there's21

caribou in certain areas, they will go there to hunt. 22

This is what our parent -- their parents did.23

In those dates, although there was not24

abundance of things, when they would travel to where the25
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caribou, when they approach this caribou area, they will1

be so happy.  They'd see these -- these animals, and2

they're so happy, when they view this caribou.3

In those days, our parents -- their4

parents -- eve -- everything was used.  You -- that whole5

caribou was used.  Even the broth from the caribou was6

used.  And, also, they will make soup out of this caribou7

that -- that -- the broth.8

Even with the fish, the broth from fish9

was put into a soup.  But you see, you know, the caribou10

was the most important source of food for us.  This is11

what we're talking about today, sitting here.12

When we talk about the caribou, sitting13

here, of all the people who are sitting at home waiting14

for an answer from us, I'm sure they're wai -- waiting15

for the answer.  16

The people who are related -- you know,17

who are living close to us, close to our regions and from18

a different region are waiting for what -- the outcome of19

what we have to say here.20

We know we will -- we will be in a poor21

way in the future.  We are all not all that pro --22

prosper -- prosperous.  Not everybody is like that.  Each23

family is different.  If we don't have no money to -- to24

go to the store with, there's no way we can buy anything. 25
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There are nothing.  We -- we don't have any money.1

Because of this, we're talking about2

animal.  We are very -- we are observing how the caribou3

-- what's going to happen to the caribou.  I'm sure4

they're just thinking about this, they might -- that5

caribou might be all gone.6

And also, we have leaders in our midst. 7

You have to start thinking about our poor people here. 8

Have consideration over the poor people.  All the people9

that have spoken to you, the mans and the womans that10

have spoken to you, I acknowledge what they have to say. 11

They are speaking with the truth.  They are -- they are12

speaking from their experience.13

The Elders who had spoken to you with14

respect the animal, what has taken place, they have15

spoken about their experiences.  The animal which we16

love, we don't want nothing to happen to these animals. 17

That's the reason why we speak.18

So, today, I know many people have spoken19

to you already, but the privilege you have given us, to20

hear our voice, we are so pleased for this reason today. 21

That is all I want to say at this time.  Than you.  22

23

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)24

25
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(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)1

2

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   Thank you,3

Jimmy.  We still have about an hour left, so after the --4

after the -- some -- some of the people had spoken, we5

would like to open the floor for anyone who would like to6

speak.7

After this, we'll take a break.  I think8

Peter Huskey wanted to say a few words, so we'll grant9

him the time, and then we'll -- we'll wrap it up then for10

our coffee break.  Peter is going to be speaking to you11

at this time.12

13

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)14

15

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)16

17

ELDER PETER HUSKEY:   Peter Huskey, from18

Behchoko.  Yes, thank you, my family members.  And I'd19

also like to say thank you to the Board and the Elders20

that are here, ENR, and the -- and the Intervenors.  All21

the people who have arrived here to be here with us at22

this meeting, I'd like to say thank you to them.  23

There are two (2) questions that I'd like24

to ask at this time.  When we are -- we are talking only25
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relating to what this -- about the caribou, what that1

government has done to us, I'd like to explain that to2

you.  You, as a Board, I'd like to pass on this message.  3

First of all, at first they told us not to4

use that the leg-hold trap and change our trap and also5

they started talking about us, that gun control.6

Now they are talking about the caribou,7

what will they do for the caribou to -- for us.  What8

else are they going to do to us?  Because of this, the9

Elders who have spoken to -- to you before I spoke, I10

have never done their kind of work.  I have not lived in11

their conditions.  But based on what I hear from them,12

it's touched me so deeply I'm in a -- in an emotional13

way.  I'm so happy for what they're saying and what14

they're sharing with us today with this.  15

As for the caribou, they say the Tlicho16

say -- say it's so important to us.  It's not only for17

the Tlicho but other neighbouring regions of all the18

Aboriginal people that rely on this caribou.  19

So as for the Board, when they are making20

decision on this, if you would give -- grant the time for21

the Tlicho to make input on this, it would be good.  As22

you can hear, they're in a poor way when they are23

pleading with you.  And today, sitting here, we had to --24

to say thank you to our ancestors and our late parents25
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for giving us life, make -- utilizing the caribou.  If1

you grant the time and also consider our input, it would2

be so pleasing.  3

The question I'd like to ask -- or the4

question I wanted to ask, there's two (2) parts.  When5

the people who live close to the caribou, they -- they6

live utilizing caribou.  There is two (2) questions. 7

Maybe it's just not the one (2) question.  There's two8

(2) part to the question, maybe.  9

As for the caribou, how -- how did they10

pair their self with the caribou when the caribou come to11

them.  I wanted to talk about this.  I think -- I think -12

- he's talking about that the -- he's retur -- he's13

referring to the outfitter's camp.  (DOGRIB SPOKEN)14

This is the information we need at this15

time.  This way if we would have a true fact then we16

would be able to -- to find some relief here.  And17

finally, we do know that the Board will make their18

decision and with that, I would also have to reflect with19

the Tlicho Agreement.  20

Since that agreement is in place, also to21

us, we reflect the implementation.  This is what I want. 22

It would be good.  That's all I want to share at this23

time.  You have granted me a privilege to speak.  Thank24

you very much. 25
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(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)1

2

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER) 3

4

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   Thank you,5

Peter. There was neigh -- neighbouring visitors here who6

would like to speak.  Leon Modeste from Sahtu will do the7

-- from Deline -- Deline First Nation, we'll grant him a8

time to speak and after this we'll take a break.   9

Leon...?10

11

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)12

13

(NORTH SLAVEY INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER) 14

15

ELDER LEON MODESTE:   Yes, thank you very16

much.  Even though you may not understand my language,17

but I would like to speak to you very, very short -- very18

short words, but I'd like to speak to the Elders that are19

here of how -- of how we have lived in the past.20

They talked about how they have lived in21

the past and about our people in the past.  And -- and22

they -- our Elders had not had a piece of paper on the23

table as they -- how they have spoke, even though -- even24

though they did not -- they did not understand English,25
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but they -- they know how it is to -- to live out in the1

land, living out in the land and survival skills they2

know.3

Yes, you -- you, the -- the white people4

are talking about people that live out in the land, the5

people that -- the people that live out in the land and6

work out in the land, what they talk about, the kind of7

things they have done -- done out in the is -- that is8

right.9

So if whenever we are a visitor, we have10

to respect other peoples.  It's like myself.  I -- I am11

from -- from -- from the Sahtu region.  And -- and, also,12

if I -- even though I'm from a Great -- Great Bear Lake,13

and, also, I will not tell -- I will not tell people from14

the Tlicho Government area to -- this is why our people -15

- this is how we are.  They know that -- that wildlife,16

how they -- how -- how they hunt caribou, how they --17

they harvest.  That's why they're talking like that.18

If I know -- if I only knew paper or19

books, how can I tell you what is going on in the land? 20

This is why we listen to our Elders.  They've lived on21

the land.  They know what they're talking about.  They've22

lived on the land for thousands of years.23

We people, as Dene people, understand the24

land and the wildlife.  This is why we are talking like25
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that.  This -- this is the reason why I cannot come here1

and tell the people down here how to do things, what to2

eat, how to hunt.3

If the animals -- all animals, sometimes4

they disappear for ten (10) years, and then there's5

thousands again.  We are not the boss of these animals,6

it -- it is the Creator.  And as people ourselves, as7

Dene, we cannot talk about it like that.8

We didn't -- we didn't raise them.  We9

didn't grow them.  It -- it is up to the Creator.  It's10

up to -- to the universe, and our Elders have talked11

about it like that.  We live in very cold weather.  This12

is the reason why they had -- had caribou clothing.13

From our history, herds has shows them,14

they lived very efficiently.  They were conserved a lot. 15

They haven't played with it.  They -- they lived the16

caribou.  Living with caribou, the universe, the land,17

that all is related, and we all have to look at it that18

way.19

All you people that's sitting here, and20

especially the people at the table, we must all help each21

other to -- to make a good decision.  The people that22

live here, especially the Dene people, we must think23

about them.24

So I -- so I ask all of you that's sitting25
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here that's going to make a decision to look at the Dene1

people.  Work with them.  Work with them, but not tell2

them what to do, because in the future that's what we're3

looking for.  4

I am from Sahtu and I've learned to listen5

to my prophet, and I've listened to him, and you people6

here too will do that also.  You have your own prophets.7

If you let them harvest, they'll do the8

things that the Dene people do to live in.  They will be9

happy in the future.  He's thanking everybody, ENR, the10

Board to allow the people to -- for allowing him to11

speak.  Mahsi.  Mahsi.12

13

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED) 14

15

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:  (DOGRIB16

SPOKEN)17

18

--- Upon recessing at 8:12 p.m.19

--- Upon resuming at 8:24 p.m.20

21

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)  22

23

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   We'd like24

ask the member who was selected to speak, to sit up from25
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there at the -- where they can make use of the1

microphones.  I think we'd like -- Sophie Williah will be2

the last speaker, after Phillip Dryneck has spoken.3

Phillip will be -- Phillip will be the4

last -- the la -- the last for the mens.  Phillip will be5

speaking last.  And then we'll have Sophie, who's a lady6

from Whati will be speaking to you.  James...?7

8

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED) 9

10

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER) 11

12

MR. JAMES LAFFERTY:   I would like to say13

this briefly.  When we don't speak our mind, they will14

not cure itself or make res -- it's own resolve.  We have15

to share information. 16

If the information is not right when we17

talk to each other, if we are supportive with our words,18

it will get better.  But, as you know, the Wek'eezhii19

lands, we are sort of saying no caribou would be -- would20

be killed, even within that Wek'eezhii area.21

Even Tlicho can shoot the caribou,22

Wekweeti, Whati will be able to shoot caribou.  But why23

the way the treaty members -- with our treaty rights, why24

are we not allowed to shoot caribou?25
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When we had -- when -- when -- come to1

take that self-government and the land claim, we were so2

happy that we could achieve that.  According to the3

agreement and the constitution, and also the treaty4

rights, we all assumed that we were going to be -- we're5

going to -- with the treaty rights that we will be able6

to hunt and kill, and kill whatever came by.7

In 1981, up to this day, I have been8

utilizing ski -- Ski-doos to travel and to hunt the9

traditional -- when I hunt, I make -- I make use of the10

Ski-doo.  If I shoot a caribou, I will prepare and11

butcher the caribou. 12

I'm not going to use -- you see -- that13

caribou -- and I'm not on -- use a dog team.  When I was14

utilizing the dog team, that was twenty (20) years at15

least.  Yes, but we shoot caribou here, feed the dog. 16

The caribou that you shoot is part of the dog food.17

Where, today, if you make use of -- you --18

you use caribou -- we shoot caribou and we utilize all19

the parts of the caribou and we make -- we don't feed20

that -- the snowmobile with caribou meat.  We take all21

the parts of the caribou, even with the -- the hind --22

with the -- the care of that, the an -- ankles are23

collected, even the hooves.24

Even with the blood left from the caribou,25
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I will scoop that and make use of that.  We are saying we1

love our animal and we all have to love the animal.  It2

seems that the white people are manipulating us to do3

things with words.4

We're hoping that they learn, we begin to5

meet again.  We're hoping we can find some sort of6

compromise where we can all work together.  How this7

could be done?  As you know, people who have spoken to8

you, they are speaking with their hearts about this9

caribou.  They're hoping that someplace else could be10

found.  I see all the caribou will be moving back to the11

barren land.  If one (1) of the -- one (1) family could12

kill about ten (10) caribou, they will make use of the13

caribou for lets -- to fall time.14

Yes, most people do have a -- an income,15

not much income.  How do you -- if you don't have no16

money, you don't -- can't -- you can't buy anything, we17

didn't have no money.  But the caribou have start most of18

life with -- with us, and it's almost something -- it's19

like having money in our pockets.20

And also, if one (1) family kills enough21

caribou, he will share all the meat with other mem --22

family members.  This also -- people will send caribou23

meat to each other.  It seems that people are pleading24

with you, with the Elders that are meeting here with us.25
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We're hoping that you will come away --1

that you will grant them an opportunity to do their2

hunting again, and not close out the hunting, the3

harvesting.  From January 1st to April 1st, we -- the4

people have to say this.  This probably the 23rd.  I'm5

sure there's eleven (11) more days to come.  The twenty6

(20) days have February days -- nine more days.7

We do know that we're -- we're talking8

about ninety (90) days of paper -- for ninety (90) days9

the harvest year was bad or something like that.  I'm10

sure that between that time it appeared, I think there's11

about twenty-three (23) days left for April, and that I'd12

like to know what's going to happen to this.13

Are we going to be allowed to shoot14

caribou during this period, for the three (3) period --15

the three (3) month period?  It seems that we are hardly16

think -- listen for each other.  We need to share17

information.  We have to.  We can't hide information from18

each other.  We haven't -- some of the members have not19

heard about this.  This has to be much like when we buy20

vehicles.  You fou -- you buy the insurance for -- for --21

for a vehicle.22

It's almost the same manners when you say23

that -- I'm sure that with a ban of harvesting caribou24

between January -- April -- after April, we will all rush25
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off to where the caribous are and do our hunting.  Today,1

although it's cold, and sometimes it's not a good -- and2

the weather is not in favour, we're hoping that you will3

grant us some of the caribou so we can harvest just4

enough to -- to feed -- to feed on.5

It's not only for me, but for other people6

too.  Thank you.7

8

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)9

10

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)11

12

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:  I would like13

to give to Phillip Brevis (phonetic) -- Phillip Huskey --14

I mean, Phillip Dryneck to speak to you.  I think Joe15

Mantla will be the next.  And Sophie Williah will also be16

granted to speak to you. 17

And so go ahead, Phillip.18

19

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED) 20

21

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)22

23

ELDER PHILLIP DRYNECK:   I am really24

pleased that you have granted me the -- the -- the time25
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to speak to you.  My name is Phillip Dryneck.  I am over1

eighty (80) years of age.  There are many people who have2

spoken to you, many of the Tlicho members.3

It seems that there's no other information4

we can share with you after they had spoken -- all the5

people had spoken to you, much like here.  It's like a6

foundation that was built for us here.  Monfwi had7

created all this, was as you see, when you put up a map,8

the way that he had drawn that line on the map, nineteen9

(19) -- 1921, he achieved the trea -- treaty.10

He said, My children, there will be11

nothing that will be lawful to you in hunting or12

trapping, fishing.  These are -- these are the13

information that was carried on by our -- our late14

parents, our grandmothers, who had shared this15

information with us.16

Today, you are just barely touching on17

this.  They have never spoken to him that they are --18

have given him a time to say that he is not allowed --19

disallowed to hunt and trap, and the utilizing of our20

land.  He wanted to design a life for his future21

children.  That's why he -- why he spoke in such words --22

with such words today.23

As you hear, the two (2) ladies have24

spoken, one is Elizabeth.  Only he said when the -- when25
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the sun rises from the west and set at east, and the --1

the river does not -- that flows backward.  Nothing will2

be banned from the -- the Tlicho members where they will3

not be disallowed to hunt, or fish, or trap. 4

I have seen so many things that is on the5

land towards my land Wekweeti and my father had raised me6

in that area, in the Wekweeti area.  Today with the7

caribou, when you talk about the caribou today, it really8

touches me deeply, even hurts where my heart is.  9

We have many orphans, many widows.  They10

have done so much wrong when then decide to -- not to11

harvest the caribou.  We had -- you know -- you know, the12

leaders and the group who are dealing with the issue that13

is -- have to help these people.  They have done things14

wrong to us, even when they replaced the traps, and the -15

- the firearm laws. 16

And also with the land -- for the land17

they had no -- they -- they let the forest fire burn our18

land.  When I speak, I recall the sixty (60) years of my19

life, the best part of sixty (60) years, I recall, I have20

seen many areas, I've never seen where there was forest21

fire in the area although I have travelled many -- great22

distance on the land with my dog team.  Today, much of23

our land is all burnt. 24

Also, in the fall when the weather's bad I25
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hear them talking about the caribou; they are speaking1

with false words.  When it's fall when the weather's bad2

the caribou will become healthy.  And also, when it's bad3

weather, there's much rain, then there's much growth and4

the caribou becomes healthier.  This is what I heard from5

my late parents.  But, today, according to what they're6

saying here, the experts, it seems the people who are7

coming to our land, the southern people, are making --8

doing -- causing problems for the -- for the caribous. 9

They are two (2), the Board and the ENR,10

that are here.  We're hoping they can, you know, work11

together.  They are doing wonderful job.  We're hoping --12

we're depending on them to do a good job and work13

together. 14

Although the caribou is -- is migrating in15

areas, some are talking about the thousands of car --16

population of the caribou herd, some are saying they're17

less than that.  In the past when we say that there are18

caribous coming to our area, Jimmy has spoken about this,19

for the three (3) days we see herds coming by every day. 20

At times, it would take four (4) days for all the herds21

to pass by our area.  This is how it used to be in those22

days.  23

We have many dog teams, we have many dogs. 24

Dogs would feast on the caribou meet, but we do not find25
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where that the caribou, the population been -- that1

reduce it.  It was part of the harness that the -- the2

toboggan bags, it's been the babish, every part of our3

life keeping the caribou.  That's the reason -- that's4

the seriousness of how we talk about caribou.  5

And Monfwi was the one who built the6

foundation for us.  Within the foundation he want7

everything to be a part of their -- the -- the future8

generation.  Then he said that there will no -- no laws9

against them to hunt, trap, and fish.  When they talk10

about this I cannot say they are saying what is right for11

us.  12

Towards Contwoyto Lake, even that area,13

the Dogrib made the name for that area because there was14

no area that they can find to make it -- build camp --15

camps, so they called it Conketi (phonetic) meaning that16

nowhere a camp can be set, and that's Contwoyto Lake. 17

This is what was done. 18

So the people are starting to -- you know,19

to motivate us to do things.  How are we able to breathe20

with such, you know, ways that people are manipulating us21

to do things that we don't really want? 22

With this -- the foundation was built by23

us -- by our great leader Monfwi.  It said that you are24

breaking the rules what -- from what the Monfwi had25
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built.  It seems that you are building up boundaries.  1

You're saying that you have build the boundaries.  Out of2

the boundaries we will be allowed to hunt, but not within3

the boundaries.  We have never seen, or sighted, or had4

any words that -- that would exercise that. 5

I'm sure you are people too.  We are6

people too.  You have to -- you have to listen to us and7

help us, much like look at the Dene Yellowknife members,8

First Nation members.  They are here with us.  They are9

here among us.  And even with them, they would have10

treated right.11

They are able to hunt as they wish, but we12

hear that the caribou they had -- that they had killed,13

the meat was seized from them when they did their14

hunting.  I'm sure that other peop -- members will --15

will be speaking here, so at this time, that's how much -16

- how much I want to say.17

18

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)19

20

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)21

22

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   They also23

create a hunting zone, and he is refer -- he's talking --24

referring to a no hunting zone, so that's all I want to25
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share with you at this time.  1

2

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)3

4

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER) 5

6

ELDER EDDIE CAMILLE:   Yeah, that's the7

Elder Eddie Camille from Behchoko.  He says the -- if we8

do have respect for one another, at least appreciate, you9

know, all the people that's here this -- this evening to10

listen to us.11

With -- with great respect, I welcome you12

people.  And certainly it's always good to bring back the13

history as to what went on in the past, I guess, and all14

the Elders that spoke about the past history, about how15

the agreement was made with our great leaders of the day.16

And we still live by it.  And then we keep17

it dearly to our hearts and we respect that.  And with18

same token, I guess, you know, we have a great respect19

for all living things on this earth, including all sorts20

of animals, and that's including our precious animals,21

such as caribou.22

I think the Elders are -- were pretty well23

had spoken, and I hope you people have listened well to24

them because they didn't repeat themself.  I think ever25
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Elder that spoke, I guess, you know, came from the heart. 1

And they even identified as to where they2

came from.  I guess, you know, they -- they don't come3

from a weal -- wealthy family, but living off the4

traditional way of living, I guess, you know, is just as5

good as living comfortable and wealthy, you know, on the6

land.7

So coming from them, I guess, you know, I8

would appreciate -- I would like to thank all the Elders9

that spoken and -- and knowing that there's a lot of10

Elders and a lot of young people that probably want to11

speak, but I don't think they'll be given a chance to12

speak.  But yet, you know, we appreciate their presence13

because, you know, they're helping our leaders to14

strengthen up their mandate as to what they're going to15

for us in the future.16

Yes, most of our Elders in the past, I17

guess, you know, that they had travelled along the land18

by snowshoeing, and in the summertime they had to paddle19

out to the barren lands.20

And I, too, I had gone hunting to -- the21

Elder that just spoke about the no hunting zone and the22

boundary, I just hand over to the -- over the no hunting23

zone boundary in order to hunt for Bluenose caribou, and24

I did that, too, myself.25
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Yes, that's most of us that when we were1

young, I guess, you know, we did a lot of hunting for our2

Elders, and we covered a la -- large land by hunting by3

dog teams, and by foot and snowshoeing.4

And we know that there was a lot of5

caribou back them days.  And, to date, I don't know where6

are all the animals that we used to remember had7

disappeared to.  And the cause of it, nobody seemed to8

identify it.9

We ask that -- you know, we know that, you10

know, that the land that we covered as to roaming onto11

for hunting and purposes, I guess, you know, we large --12

we cover a large land in order to know the -- the amount13

of caribou and the amount of wildlife that's in it too,14

as well.15

The -- if we were to make some16

restrictions, I guess, you know, certainly we need to17

know about it and we would please being advise, with the18

help of us, maybe we could consider something, but this19

time around I guess it didn't happen that way.  20

But knowing that the non-Aboriginal21

people, I guess they have to live by rules which have to22

be legislations and things like that.  And then we23

certainly live by consensus.  When one (1) leader says24

something, we just do it, and we listen to them, and we25
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just follow the rules.  1

And to date I guess that when we go out on2

the land, I guess now we pretty well have to use our own3

equipments in -- in order to hunt for the caribou.  And4

then the -- now that restriction rules, I guess, you5

know, that that is to giving some restriction to hunt6

further away from our original hunting area, and then --7

and it's going to cost us lots.  And whose equipment is8

going to -- who is going to pay for the -- supposing the9

equipment are damaged.  10

Yes, I've worked with Anne Gunn too in the11

past regarding the, you know, going through the caribou12

management activities, and I think the -- but a lot of13

information that -- that should be going out to the14

communities, and it very seldom reaches some Elders. 15

That's the reason why this kind of -- kind of confuses as16

to what's happening up to date.17

Yes, the same caribou that -- that a lot18

of people that -- that uses, I guess, you know, like the19

-- a lot of different backgrounds of what the people use20

it, and a lot of different regions coming to use it, as21

far as Nunavut people use it in the Northwest22

Territories.23

Yes, I'm kind of concerned about the no24

hunting zone and restriction that's being imposed upon us25
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without our involvement.  And I -- I suspect that most of1

my friends here, I guess, probably feel the same way. 2

There's a lot of Elders here that still go out hunting3

because, you know, that's their only way of living, and4

it keep them healthy, and it's always healthy to eat the5

country food.  That's the reason why a lot of people who6

are still within their 80s are still go out hunting.  7

Yes, the collaring of the caribou too, I8

guess, you know, that -- that in order to attract caribou9

is the only way that they identify them is by collaring10

them.  But the -- for sole research purposes, I guess,11

you know, collaring the caribou, I guess that most of us12

don't seem to agree with.  13

Yes, the -- the collaring of the caribou14

too, I guess, must cause us some burden, I guess.  A lot15

of elders, even in the past, I guess, you know, our16

ancestors had -- had a vision about the caribou that, you17

know, one (1) day that, you know, the non-Aboriginal18

people might be, you know, identify and tracking the19

caribou by some instrument.  That's what they said.  20

I think it's to date that's the collaring21

that's what they were referring to.  And -- and I, for22

one, still want to live up to my treaty obligations,23

which means that I got to hunt and -- hunt for free24

wherever I wanted to.  And I still feel that way.  If you25
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see an orphan and a -- and a widowed lady here walking1

with a cane, I guess, you know, she was raised on the2

land.3

And all the Elders have spoken, you know,4

you -- you could even listen to one (1) lady that just5

before she spoke she even said a prayer on behalf of your6

-- your presence that's well choose.  So you know, that's7

all res -- respect that there were to listen to you, and8

I hope you listen to them, as well.  9

Yes, the -- if we were to -- to work10

cooperatively with the -- both levels of government, I11

guess, you know, we have to consult with one another and12

-- and have a good joint management plan.  If that's13

something that will be to -- our leaders to work on now. 14

If you could identified it on -- through the media, I15

guess, maybe I think that would give good -- good message16

to -- to the public, especially amongst the Aboriginal17

people in our region.18

I thank you to give me the opportunity to19

speak with you for six (6) minutes, thank you.20

21

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)22

23

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER) 24

25
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CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   And an1

elder from Gameti, Joseph Mantla.2

3

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)4

5

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)6

7

ELDER JOSEPH MANTLA:   Thank you. 8

Regarding the caribou issue, that was a good discussion,9

and I am very thankful to be here to -- to voice my10

concern regarding the caribou. 11

Yes, we ask the Elders in the outlying12

communities, I guess, you know, that we don't know how to13

read and write.  And then, there's a lot of activities14

that are going on that most of the time we don't know.  15

And the -- since the treaty was signed16

with Monfwi, I guess, you know, and we still want to live17

with that treaty obligation that Monfwi agreed to with18

the Government of Canada.  We think he set forth a good19

foundation for us to build our government.  I think20

that's what our plans in the future is all about. 21

Yes, the caribou, I guess, it's also22

that's something that's really precious to the -- the23

Dogrib Nation.  And a lot of people had spoken -- spoken24

from their heart.  And some people they said that, you25
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know, they felt sorry for what happened.  That even --1

it's a heartfelt matter, you know.  And even one lady had2

spoken and then before she spoke, I guess she even said a3

prayer, hopefully that our Creator will be able to listen4

to us and hope that a government of the day would be able5

to listen to us, as well. 6

Certainly, a lot of people on -- on this7

land, I guess, you know, that want to survive out on the8

land, but due to various social problems in the9

community, I guess, a lot of people can't go out on the10

land as they, you know, they like to, but there's a lot11

of other people from other nations that are looking upon12

us in various regions as to the outcome of this sharing. 13

Yes, that we as a Christian people, I14

guess, you know, we got a great respect for our -- our15

Creator, I guess, you know, that if we happen to --16

making our own rules without remembering our creators,17

you know, that maybe we might mislead the nation, 'cause18

I hope, you know, we don't go that far. 19

Yes, that if you look at the land, this20

whole world universe, I guess, you know, what's in it, I21

guess, you know, that it makes you wonder who -- who put22

it there.  It's not any one of us that this human being23

ever made it.  So it was created by a creator so we've24

got to respect.  And if we don't respect our Creator, I25
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guess, our Creator will -- in such a way that he might1

react.2

So this is where we see a lot of our3

tornados and different disasters overseas or in the other4

part of the country, that's including in our area5

regarding about the caribou decline.  So if only we look6

after our Creator, and then respect the animal and, you7

know, not to treat it, you know, badly, or you know --8

you know.  So that too has to have some impact on the9

wildlife, you know, well being and the health of the10

animal itself too. 11

Yes, certainly that I kind of regret that12

-- you know, that the caribou banning within the zone13

area that has done without our involvement.  And, yes,14

this year, I guess, it's a kind of special year in a way15

that, you know, it's kind of a wakeup call to us because16

that it's something that we didn't expect came in on our17

way and now in somehow we have to deal with it so this is18

what we were -- try to go through the Hearing with it. 19

If it wasn't for our agreement, I guess,20

maybe they -- our -- the Hearing wasn't possible, but --21

and I -- we kind of feel bad within Dogrib region, it's -22

- the four (4) communities that I know is Gameti and23

Wekweeti and Whati, including Behchoko and that no-24

hunting zone was imposed upon us.  A lot of people that25
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are -- are set back, I know, whereas they could have been1

out hunting for caribou by now. 2

Yes, the -- if you -- we do recall the3

days when we used to be out on the land.  That before the4

Europeans set foot on this area, I guess, you know, the5

caribou was the main -- you know, the animal that a lot6

of people relied on, like, you know, for using as a7

blanket and using as a mattress.  And I use that for a8

shelter, and tools, and everything, so thank you to9

listening to me.10

11

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)12

13

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)14

15

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   Next we'll16

have Sophie Williah to speak.  Maybe after this, I don't17

know, Sam Simpson or whoever spoke, maybe this is the18

last person to speak for this evening.19

20

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)21

22

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)23

24

ELDER SOPHIE WILLIAH:   Okay, so it's25
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Sophie Williah from Whati, an Elderly.   Yes, my -- our1

great concern as the -- as the Elders of the communities2

are mostly about the caribou. 3

4

(TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES)5

6

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)7

8

ELDER SOPHIE WILLIAH:   Yes, I guess the -9

- the population here, I guess, you know, like is still10

over two thousand (2,000) people in this community of11

Behchoko.  That they -- we are -- it's supposed to be the12

largest native population in Northwest Territories under13

the treaty applications, that the -- if any ruling has to14

be made, they were changed within the -- making some ban15

on the no-hunting zone area within the immediate area,16

that, you know, the people are impacted, people should be17

contacted.  It hasn't happened.  This is what our -- our18

main concern.  19

Now that the -- the no-hunting zone ban20

was imposed for three (3) months, and now that makes me21

wonder when it's going to be lifted.  I don't think22

nobody ever mentioned that.23

And before the final report comes out of24

Wek'eezhii report, and then maybe then out of three (3)25
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months maybe it might be extended months and how long1

that's going to happen, we don't know.2

There's a lot of hidden information out3

there that most of us, we don't know, so these are things4

that -- that ENR should report and try to report to the5

public on a regular basis through the media.6

And I think you really put a lot of other7

nations down, such as the people from the Yellowknife8

band has, you know, confiscated the caribou breed from9

their hunt.  And knowing that when Chief Monfwi signed10

treaty, I guess now there's no hunting restrictions in11

our -- was mentioned, and the government of the day had12

agreed to it.13

And now -- and now that the -- we look to14

our -- to our government as a reasonable government and15

how they -- they are -- don't make that kind of imposing16

law over us is something that most of us are -- have17

great concerns because, you know, we feel bad.  And then18

we had -- we feel as if our hearts are bleeding.  19

Yes, a lot of times we feel that where20

we're from, I guess, you know, we, as Elders, we rely --21

our diets are really on the country food, and mainly on22

fish and caribou and the wildlife. 23

And the -- a lot of times, you know, that24

when the animal was created by our Creator, I guess, the25
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Creator that -- when the Creator put the animals on the1

land for us to share and -- and feed our family with.2

And well, he didn't put it on this land so3

that other foreign government, you know, try to impose4

restriction as to what -- how much we should take off the5

land.  But today -- today, the thing the -- the Hearing,6

I guess, you know, that it's the thing is for one (1)7

whole week is it's kind of a little long to just to8

discuss only on the caribou issue.9

The -- I've seen lots of courts in my10

time, he says, and I have seen -- gone through the11

Supreme Courts and territorial courts, I guess, you know,12

and there was house full of just like that in the13

courtrooms.  14

This is not a courthouse and then -- but,15

yet, I don't know why you have to talk about only caribou16

all along together, that many people into the Hearings17

and the -- 18

Yes, that our -- like I said, our great19

concern is regarding the -- the imposing the ban on the20

no-hunting zones within the area, that if you were to ban21

in res -- put more restrictions on what we're going to do22

in the future and what else you're going to impose, you23

know, banning -- for us to do other things that --  24

So I'd like to ask a question regarding25
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when you people are going to lift up the -- the thirty1

(30) -- thirty (30) day -- or ninety (90) day ban on the2

hunting.  Thank you. 3

4

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)5

6

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)7

8

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   After --9

after Sam has spoken, this morning for the past two (2)10

days we have been speaking to each other, discussing11

matters.  Normally we close out the meeting with the12

prayers.  13

We would give privilege to people who14

would -- who would rotate on the prayers, evening --15

morning prayers -- evening.  We'd like to ask Jimmy16

Kodzin to do the prayer for us because we're rotating17

from community to community, members from communities to18

do the prayer for us. 19

Sam from Wekweeti -- Wekweeti.  20

21

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)22

23

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)24

25
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MR. SAM SIMPSON:   You have granted me a1

time to speak to you.  Of all the people -- this was2

already mentioned in regards to the community on the3

caribou.  Me living in Wekweeti, there's no reason why4

I'm living there in Wekweeti.  5

My father raised me in the community.  He6

assumed that he -- I would have a good life there, that's7

why he raised me in that Wekweeti area, living near the8

treeline and -- and the barren land.  There's no way9

we're going to set our nets and cannot completely get all10

the fish we need for the winter.  The only resource of11

food there would be caribou.  As you know, the community12

is very small.  We -- it's not like Yellowknife. 13

But it must have been a month now, we felt14

reluctant to -- we're reluctant to hunt because there15

was, you know, the no zone -- no-hunting zone was16

established.  We were scared.  Sitting here with ENR,17

it's almost like giving me a death penalty here, when18

they have built that no-hunting zone.  That's how I feel. 19

Why?  We living in the com -- Wekweeti. 20

Why were we not consulted?  Why did they create this no-21

hunting zone?  We are people.  Even myself, I don't like22

what they've done.  Much of what the Elders had stated,23

on how they were raised using the caribou and what the24

caribou was used for, the usefulness of the caribou, they25
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have spoken about this.  1

If you tell -- tell them that there are2

lies  -- lying, he -- the person would be able to reply3

by saying, You are lying, because they are speaking with4

the truth.  As of the white people who don't have the5

treaty rights, we didn't want these people to hunt in our6

area.  They're not allow to hunt in our area. 7

We, the members of the treaty, who have8

whole treaty rights, there is no rules that was said not9

to hunt, or fish, or trap.  Why are they, the ENR, doing10

this to us?  I want a reply from them in respect to that11

no-hunting zone.  It must have been about five (5) years12

now up to date, the current date.  News -- we heard news13

on the CBC, on radios, newspapers.  We talk about the --14

the residential school, how these people were treated in15

residential school.  16

We, the -- we are almost in -- we -- it's17

almost like the history is repeating itself, how the ENR18

is treating us.  You see all the -- the, you know,19

payments who -- people who were in residential school20

received compensation.  Would you treat us the same way21

as paying us a compensation?  With all the people who you22

are, in fact, suffering, you put them in a bad -- in a23

bad position in not harvesting the caribou.  It is not24

good.  25
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Since all -- I want to hear some sort of1

response from the ENR.  Much that what was said when the2

children were sent to the residential school, they3

received compensation for the wrong they had done to4

them.5

This is how many months there was a ban --6

there was a ban on hunting in a no-hunting zone.  Are we7

going to receive any compensation for that, where we're8

not allowed to hunt?  We'd like to know that.  That's all9

I would like to say to you at this time.  Thank you.10

11

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)12

13

         (DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)14

15

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   I think16

John Bekale wants to say a few words here.  Yes, he's the17

Chair -- Co -- the Chair has granted John time to speak. 18

MR. JOHN BEKALE:   John.  Will be -- yes,19

I will watch the time.  I do believe I have two (2)20

minutes.21

22

   (TECHNICAL PROBLEMS)23

24

 MR. JOHN BEKALE:   Even though -- even25
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though I -- even though I can do it in my language, but I1

will do it in English.2

3

(TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES)4

5

MR. JOHN BEKALE:   ...talk about the6

caribou.  Now, back in 1972 (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES)7

brought in all the leaders all across the North to8

Bekchoko (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) we wanted to manage our9

own resources (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) now they want10

somebody to be able to come and tell us how to manage our11

resources; that's one of the reasons why (TECHNICAL12

DIFFICULTIES) started since '95, close to 50 years, you13

see that yesterday, but first (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES)14

why they stopped us from developing the mine site?  I15

said, caribou.  Caribou is the most important thing to16

the Aboriginal people. (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) that you17

might have through the development (TECHNICAL18

DIFFICULTIES).19

(TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) involve the20

Tlicho, to involve the (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) Lutsel21

K'e, Dene people, to come to your mine site and help with22

manage -- manage your -- whatever you need to do cause23

they said it was the most important thing.  And the last24

two days have given you that.25
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If you have to do this all over again, I1

say we're probably going to do something differently. 2

But now, you've got to make a decision about how3

important the (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) is to our people. 4

This is their very being, the survival of our people. 5

And I think that's very important.6

(TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) question -- one7

question I have is the food source.  Caribou from our8

fathers talk about caribou going back into the barren9

lands to the (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES)  also to -- to get10

(TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES).  (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) and11

to back into the -- (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) food source. 12

The last few years, (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) fifty years,13

we (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) the forest fire.  How many14

places have been burnt.  I remember '73 a fire in Gameti. 15

To this day you (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) happen to see16

caribou actually have to -- food source, they just walk17

right by.  (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) since '73.  18

How do you manage the food source19

(TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) food source, you (TECHNICAL20

DIFFICULTIES) just as well.  So you need to be able to21

manage your -- what you  have now and there's times where22

I watch TV ads about how forest fire is such a great23

thing because it's a new growth.  New growth means new24

(TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) yes, of course, but have you25
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managed to take a look at how the caribou reacts to1

(TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES).  That's the source of their2

food.3

I remember sitting back there one day and4

my dad -- I asked my dad about the fire and he said, Son,5

how do you (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) caribou is no6

different.7

So my question is:  Like you, how many8

(TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) the growth comes when the9

caribou can actually eat again.  There would be no10

question but (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) call that11

management?  Those are the areas we should take a look12

at.  Or with another company, I'm sure we'd probably have13

discussed that to ask them.  But it's just not the14

(TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) people.  They spend their time15

in their beds hunting.  We're here and there and I did16

the same thing.  (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) I'm still17

living every day.18

(TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) spent weeks out19

there.  A Ski-doo takes up there and come right back. 20

But with dog team it could take weeks but (TECHNICAL21

DIFFICULTIES) feed them and -- they're dogs, 'cause you22

got to look after your dogs.  If you don't look after23

your dogs, you'll never get back home.  So we got make24

sure our dogs are well looked after.  So caribou is the25
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main source of their food being (TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES)1

so again, the food source is -- is the main thing that we2

should take a look at.  But our -- just the last comments3

(TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) regards to -- to make that4

(TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES) so it's in their position. 5

Thank you. 6

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   Thank you,7

John.  (DOGRIB SPOKEN)  8

9

(DOGRIB INTO ENGLISH THROUGH INTERPRETER)10

11

CO-CHAIRPERSON JOSEPH JUDAS:   Why people12

-- or the nine people that have spoken, I'd like to say13

thank you.  We are -- we are here to listen to -- to most14

of the things that are being said here.  We are not here15

to upset anybody. 16

But then there was only (TECHNICAL17

DIFFICULTIES) the thing that we can do about the caribou18

by listening because the purpose of this Hearing is the19

caribou.  And we'll be here for a week.  But we had an20

evening session, so tomorrow there won't be an evening --21

evening session, so on Thursday we -- we will have an22

evening session.  (DOGRIB SPOKEN).  23

24

(CLOSING PRAYER)25
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--- Upon adjourning at 9:14 p.m.1

2

3

4

5

Certified correct, 6

7

8

9

10

______________________11

Wendy Warnock, Ms.12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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