
 
Environment and Climate Change Canada  
Environnement et Changement climatique Canada 
          Canadian Wildlife Service 

Environment and Climate Change Canada 
Box 2310 
Yellowknife, NT  X1A 2P7 
 
 
February 3, 2021 

 
Jody Pellissey 
Executive Director, Wek’èezhìi Renewable Resources Board 
102 A 4504 49th Avenue 
Yellowknife, NT X1A 1A7 
P: 867.873.5740 
F: 867.873.5743 
 
Dear Jody, 

Enclosed for your review is a Wildlife Research Application to conduct a study on waterbirds, 
specifically Horned Grebes and Red-necked Grebes, near Yellowknife, titled:  
 
Migratory connectivity and contaminants in grebes 
 
We are requesting support for a multi-year NWT Wildlife Research Permit for the 2021, 2022 
and 2023 field seasons due to the consecutive-year effort that is required to obtain the data 
required for the study. Your support of our work is greatly appreciated.   
 
Please return via fax or email the attached recommendation form at your earliest convenience.  
If you have any questions about this application or our other waterfowl studies in the region, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Eric Reed 
Population Management Biologist – Western Arctic Waterfowl Program 
Phone: (867) 669-4769  Fax: (867) 873-8185 
E-mail: eric.reed@canada.ca 
 
cc:   Regional Superintendent, ENR – North Slave Region 
        Manager, Lands Protection and Renewable Resources, Tlicho Government 
        Director-Environment, Environment Department, Yellowknives Dene First Nation 
              Lands, Environment and Giant Mine Co-ordinator, North Slave Métis Alliance 

mailto:eric.reed@canada.ca
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 Ongoing Project / Projet en cours
Address: (Include name, phone number and e-mail)
Adresse : (Inclure votre nom, numéro de téléphone et l’adresse courriel)

Sponsor(s): ( r ani a ons suppor n  our or )
Commanditaire(s) : (or anismes ui sou ennent votre travail)

Funding Source(s): ( r ani a ons providin  nancial help to or )
Source(s) de nancement : (or anismes ui vous apportent une aide nanci re)

Addi ona  icences e uired:
icences supp mentaires re uises :

ro ect Tit e: (  ords or less)
Titre du projet : (10 mots ou moins)

WILDLIFE RESEARCH  
PERMIT APPLICATION FORM

FORMULAIRE DE DEMANDE  
DE PERMIS DE RECHERCHE SUR LA FAUNE
Si ous faites des rec erc es sur a faune  de o ser a on ou de a 
manipu a on d animau  sau ages au  Territoires du Nord uest (TN )   
ous de e  d tenir es icences et es permis appropri s  Ce e 

mesure s app i ue  tout e monde   compris au  organismes 
gou ernementau  et ise  iter es dommages ui pourraient tre 
caus s au  mi ieu  nature s  sociau  et cu ture s des TN

Votre demande doit comprendre : 
 ne e re de pr senta on indi uant : 
• e tre du projet
• n r sum  d une igne
• es esp ces sau ages ui seront tudi es  o ser es ou 

manipu es
• emp acement de a one d tude
• Votre signature et os coordonn es
 a demande de permis d ment remp ie
 e(s) formu aire(s) de recommanda on sign (s)  
 i ces jus ca es et correspondance d cri ant en d tai  e  
processus de consu ta on

our o tenir de p us amp es renseignements sur a fa on de 
pr senter otre demande  acc de  au site We  sui ant :  

enr go nt ca/en/fran ais  Si ous a e  esoin de p us d espace  
eui e  ajouter es pages n cessaires

f ou are researc ing  o ser ing  and/or and ing i d ife in t e 
Nort est Territories (NWT) ou need to a e t e proper permits 
and icences  T is app ies to e er one  inc uding go ernment 
agencies  and is intended to a oid arm to NWT natura  socia  and 
cu tura  en ironments

our app ica on must inc ude:
 Co er e er  ic  inc udes:
• roject t e
• ne ine summar  
• Wi d ife species t at i  e studied  o ser ed or manipu ated
• oca on of stud  area
• Signature and contact informa on 
 Comp eted permit app ica on
 Signed recommenda on form(s)
 Suppor ng notes and correspondence detai ing consu ta on 
process

For furt er instruc ons and o  to su mit our app ica on  go to: 
enr go nt ca  f more space is re uired  p ease a ac  addi ona  

pages

✔

Eric Reed
Canadian Wildlife Service, PO Box 2310, Yellowknife, NT, X1A 2P7, eric.reed@canada.ca, 867-669-4769

Environment and Climate Change Canada, Canadian Wildlife Service

Environment and Climate Change Canada, Canadian Wildlife Service

CWS Banding Permit, CWS Scientific Permit, Environment Canada Animal Care Committee permit, GNWT Wildlife Care
Committee permit, SAR permit

Migratory connectivity and contaminants in grebes
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a ona e: (100 ords or less)
p ica on : (100 mots ou moins)

Time Period:
ur e :

Species Studied:
sp ces tudi es :

Project eader:
Chef de projet :

Project Personne : (Include people ho ould actuall  do the or  in the , volunteers included)
Par cipants au projet : (inscrire les personnes ui accompliraient le travail au  ,  compris les bénévoles)

jec es: ( lease use point orm)
jec fs : (veuille  u liser le st le télé raphi ue)

Methods: (100 ords or less) ( ite re erences, i  applicable)
M thodes : (100 mots ou moins) (veuille  citer vos ré érences, le cas échéant)

Current Consu ta on: ( ist all contacts ou have alread  consulted  append all recommenda on orms to submission)
Consu ta on actue e : (veuillez dresser la liste de toutes les personnes que vous avez déjà consultées et annexer à votre demande tous les 
ormulaires de recommanda on)

Horned Grebe and Red-necked Grebe are not well-studied or monitored because they are not harvested and are not usually
surveyed during waterfowl surveys. Apparent declines in western Horned Grebe populations lead to this species being listed as
Special Concern on the Species at Risk Act in 2017. Red-necked Grebe populations have remained stable but had among the
highest contaminant loads of all grebe species in Prairie Canada according to a 1980’s study. Data from the Northwest Territories will
be used along with data from other regions in Canada to provide an overall picture of migration ecology and contaminant exposure.

May 15-June 15, 2021; similar dates in 2022 and 2023

oca on and Nearest Communit : ( rovide la tude and lon itude i  applicable)
mp acement et co ec it  a p us pr s : (indi uer la la tude et la lon itude, le cas échéant) 

The field work takes place along Highway 3 and the Ingraham Trail, within 50 km of Yellowknife. The 
closest communities are Yellowknife, Ndilo, Dettah and Behchok  .

Horned Grebe, Red-necked Grebe

Eric Reed

Eric Reed (CWS), Jillian Wettlaufer (CWS), Cindy Wood (CWS), 1-2 additional CWS staff/volunteers
(TBD)

1. Determine migratory connectivity, migration routes, timing, staging and wintering areas of Horned Grebe
2. Determine contaminant exposure on the non-breeding, staging and breeding grounds for Horned Grebe
3. Measure local nutrient contribution as well as contaminant levels in Horned and Red-necked grebe eggs

Up to 20 adult Horned Grebes will be captured during early nesting using kayaks to herd them into lightweight submerged gill
nets and banded using standard leg bands. A small light-level geolocator will be attached to the band to provide information on
migration timing, routes and wintering areas when the geolocator is removed the following season. A few feathers and a small
amount of blood will be collected from each bird for stable isotope and contaminant analyses before releasing the birds. A
maximum of 10 Horned Grebe and 10 Red-necked Grebe eggs will be collected for contaminant analyses.

We are consulting with the Wek’èezhìi Renewable Resources Board, Yellowknives Dene First Nation,
Tlicho Government and the North Slave Métis Alliance. They have received a summary of the project and
objectives as well as our plans for 2021-2023.
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Future Communit  Consu ta on: ( ist an cipated consulta on ac vi es, e  posters, presenta ons, mee n s, le ers) 
Consu ta ons de a co ec it   enir : (veuillez dresser la liste de toutes les ac vités de consulta on prévues, c’est-à-dire les a ches,  
les présenta ons, les rencontres, les le res, etc )

pportuni es for oca  Par cipa on:
Possi i it s de par cipa on oca e :

Management or eco er  P ans: (I  our project is part o  accepted ildli e mana ement plans or recover  plans, list them as appropriate)
P ans de ges on ou de r ta issement : (si votre projet ait par e de plans de es on de la aune approuvés ou de plans de rétablissement, 
veuillez en dresser la liste, s’il  a lieu)

Follow-up Report / Rapport de suivi 

Check One / Cochez une seule réponse :  Previousl  Su i ed  A ached  Not Applicable  
  Envo é précéde ent  En pi ce jointe  Sans objet

A  persona  informa on contained on this form is co ected under 
the authorit  of the ildli e icenses and Permits regu a ons Sec on 
11(3)  and is used for the purposes of assessing and processing 
app ica ons for Wi d ife esearch Permits  An  ues ons re a ng to 
the co ec on and use of persona  informa on on this form ma  e 
directed to the nforma on Coordinator  Wi d ife i ision at 

923  e t  3219

Tous es renseignements personne s contenus dans e pr sent 
formu aire sont recuei is conform ment au paragraphe 11(3) du 

lement sur les permis et licences rela s à la aune  et sont 
u is s au  ns d a ua on de a ges on des inter en ons re a es 

 a faune e ectu es par des chercheurs du Comit  de protec on 
de a faune des TN  Pour toute ues on au sujet de a cuei e e 
et de u isa on de ces renseignements  communi ue  a ec e 
coordonnateur  informa on de a i ision de a faune au 

923  poste 3219

Name / Nom Signature ate ( /MM/ ) / ate (AA MM ) 

Consultation will continue in the form of posters and both technical and non-technical publications.
Regular updates and yearly reports will be provided to NSMA, YKDFN, the Tlicho Government, and the
WRRB.

There may be opportunities for volunteers from the local communities to visit the study site and assist with the project.

The proposed work on horned grebes will contribute to long-term monitoring of this species as well as
provide information to COSEWIC for species status designation reassessments in the future and guide the
development of recovery strategies under the Speceis At Risk Act (SARA) should they continue to be
listed.

✔

Eric Reed Digitally signed by: Reed, Eric
DN: CN = Reed, Eric C = CA O = GC OU = EC-EC
Date: 2021.02.05 15:16:32 -07'00'Reed, Eric 21-02-05
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